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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Henry French

. Rebecca Tretheway French

"Christmas Day 1876". TheM. E. Church at Harmony
Grove, San Joaquin County, California, was decorated.
Rev. W. P. Dennett P.E. of Stockton, preached and at the
close of the sermon, Miss R. Tretheway and myself were
united in Holy Matrimony. After the congratulations of
Friends a Bountiful Dinner was spread by the Ladies as a
compliment to my wife. I thanked them in an appropriate
speech. The Dinner was free to all and about 200 took
dinner. After the dinner we went to Georges and spent the
evening with all the Family and in the language of Ceaser
[sic] 'I came I saw I conquered. Henry French,, [From his
diary in the French Papers, MS 158, Holt-Atherton Center]
Selected by Ronald H. Limbaugh
i

Mr. and Mrs. Henry French,
on their Silver Wedding Anniversary,
December 25, 1901 .
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Edward Dickinson Baker

Edward Dickinson Baker
by Anne Vandenhoff

"We are running a man now by the name of Lincoln .. . He is an
honest, good, simple-minded true man, who is a hero without knowing it . . . " October 26, 1860 - San Francisco, American Theatre
Speech .
"He was, by nature and habit, a politician; and of all callings, that
of a politician is the most illusive and unsatisfactory ... " September
16, 1858 - Sacramento, the Ferguson Eulogy .

Anne Vandenhoff, Auburn author,
of Edward Dickinson Baker
"Against this man at the bar the whole public press - that mighty
engine of passion and power - have poured out all the concentrated
vials of their wrath and indignation. ,, January 14, 1856 - San Francisco, from the Address to the Jury in the Defense of Charles Cora.
"Sir, the liberty of the press is the highest safeguard of all free
government. Ours could not exist without it. ,, January 2, 1861 United States Senate, excerpted from the "Reply to Judah" speech.
"The majesty of the people is here today to sustain the majesty of
the Constitution . .. ,, April19, 1861, New York City, excerpted from
speech calling for army volunteers.
"Fellow-Citizens, I introduce to you Abraham Lincoln, the
President-elect of the United States., Washington, D .C., March 4,
1861, at the Inaugural of Abraham Lincoln.
2

The speaker in each instance was Edward Dickinson Baker, now all
but forgotten, but of whom the New York Times, in their issue of
November 8, 1861, shortly after Baker's death in battle early in the
Civil War, wrote in effect: "There is no doubt that Baker's great popularity, united with his persuasive eloquence, gained California and
Oregon to the Republican cause, and perhaps kept both states in the
Union ."
Baker was born in England in 1811. His parents were Quakers, cultured, well educated. They migrated to the United States when Baker
was a small boy, ultimately settling in Illinois. Young Baker passed the
Illinois bar at nineteen, married at twenty. In 1832, newly married, he
moved to Springfield . He joined the law firm of Albert Bledsoe as a
junior partner, later making other professional associations as a
lawyer.
At about the same time Abraham Lincoln moved to Springfield.
Lincoln was two years older than Baker, and in spite of their disparate
backgrounds and the differences in their domestic lives, the two men
had much in common and there developed a real and lasting respect
and affection between them. In time Lincoln would marry, and his
second son, born in 1846, would be named Edward Baker Lincoln .
The Bakers liked to entertain and their home was the scene of much
social activity. Baker enjoyed dancing, cards and playing the piano .
His oratorical ability was much in evidence in his courtroom activities.
It was inevitable that he should enter politics.
In 1837 he was elected to the .Illinois Assembly and in 1840 he
became a senator . In 1845 he was elected to the Congress of the United
States as a Whig . He served only one year, however, when the war
with Mexico began and he volunteered. He served with distinction,
emerging with the rank of colonel, a title by which he has become
known to this day.
Upon his return to private life, he moved to Galena and again ran
for Congress. In spite of his brief residence there, in a district which
was heavily Democratic, on the strength of his known integrity, personal popularity, and persuasive oratory, he was elected. He was a
member when California, after many delays and without going
through the territorial stage, was admitted to the Union, a free state,
on September 9, 1850.
Lincoln and Baker were much interested in the West , but it was
Baker who made the move to California. A handsome, well-built
man, he was at that time 41 years old, more than twenty years married, and had seen success in the practice of law, in the military, and in
politics. He moved to San Francisco in the spring of 1852.
During the seven years that intervened between the Baker family's
3

move to San Francisco and their later move to Oregon for a stay of
less than a year, they entered fully into the life of the City. They
entertained often and Baker again became successful as a lawyer, not
only in San Francisco, but throughout the entire Mother Lode area.
He was well versed in matters of mining claims and water rights and
traveled the length and breadth of the state on behalf of clients . He
was also much in demand in capital cases, his skill and rhetoric being
outstanding . The Charles Cora case, from whose address to the jury a
quotation is made early in this paper, is perhaps the one for which
Baker is best remembered.
During these years lawlessness was rampant, and as for politics,
many citizens were only vaguely interested. Most California politicians, particularly in the southern part of the state, were of Southern
background and sympathy with the tradition of the landed aristocracy. Democrats held control. But there were schisms developing in the
Democratic party nationwide, mostly over the slavery issue.
In April, 1856, a group of prominent Californians met in Sacramento to form a new political party to match the one taking shape in
the Middle West. The party platform included the prohibition of
slavery in all territories . Opposition was intense . At their national convention in 1856, John C. Fremont was selected as their candidate for
president. Baker took to the stump throughout the state for the candidates of the Republican party. The drawing power of a man like Baker
was considerable. His oratory combined with his magnetic personality, sense of the dramatic, and urbane good humor did much to arouse
interest everywhere. Fremont did not win, but he drew a formidable
number of votes, and the views of the party had become known to
many listeners .
In September, 1859, Baker ran for Congress . Among his backers
was a Democrat. Senator David C. Broderick came home to
California to campaign for some of his party members, but backed
Baker on principle . Many Democrats regarded Broderick as
dangerous to their cause - an object to be eliminated . Dueling,
although frowned upon in many quarters, was still used as a means of
settling some matters. One of Broderick's colleagues, William L.
Ferguson, a California State Senator, and a one-time junior partner of
Baker during his Springfield days, had been liquidated by the duel
ruse a year before. Broderick was next. Baker had eulogized Ferguson
- a quote from the eulogy appears early in this paper - and on
September 18, 1859, in San Francisco, Broderick was eulogized by
Baker, who incidentally had not won the political office he had
sought.
Beside the bier Baker began dramatically with "Citizens of
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California; a Senator lies dead in our midst . . . He was a public man,
and his memory demands a public judgment. What was his public
crime? The answer is in his own words : I die because I was opposed to
a corrupt administration, and the extension of slavery . ..
"Who now shall speak for California - who be the interpreter of
the wants of the Pacific Coast?''
Who indeed? In retrospect the question was prophetic.
Oregon had been admitted to the Union in 1858. As in California,
Oregon politics were mainly controlled by Democrats but the split
within the party ranks was evident there as elsewhere, just as the
emerging Republican party was gaining strength with the demise of
the old Whigs. Several of the former friends and associates of Baker's
Springfield days were now residing in Oregon, aligning themselves
with the Republicans . Among them were David Logan, son of
Stephen Logan, one time partner of Lincoln with whom Baker had
also been associated; Dr . Anson Henry, Lincoln family physician; and
Simeon Francis who had been a newspaper editor in Springfield later taking over the editorship of the Oregonian. Following the 1859
elections in California, Baker was approached by these and invited to
come to Oregon with politics in view. Baker made the move in
February, 1860, at once establishing a law practice in Salem and his
residence at Willamette. He made some long-range plans in cooperation with the Republican strength there. At that time, Joseph C.
Lane, long-time territorial governor and later United States senator
was not running for re-election, having a national office in mind, and
the other senator, Delazon Smith, was just finishing out his term.
Thus the two senatorial spots were open, and Baker soon announced
himself as a candidate for one of them.
Politicians now were bending their efforts toward success in the
coming election of 1860. At their national convention in Chicago in
May, 1860, the Republicans selected Lincoln as their presidential candidate. Baker traveled by stage, buckboard, horseback, covering every
possible town and village, campaigning for the Republican platform
and its candidates, including himself. People were eager to hear him
wherever he went, not only because his oratory was outstanding, but
because Lincoln was a relative unknown and people wanted to know
more about him . On July 4, a day when speeches were in order everywhere, he made one at Salem. In it he made specific reference to the
rumors and threats of disunion, secession, civil strife.
Lincoln, with Hannibal Hamlin of Maine as his running mate, was
to run against Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois with his running mate,
Benjamin Fitzpatrick of Alabama; John Cabell Breckenridge of
Kentucky with Joseph C. Lane of Oregon as his running mate, on two
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tickets of the split Democratic party. Also running were John Bell of
Tennessee with Edward Everett of Massachusetts, candidates of the
Constitutional Union Party; and General Sam Houston of Texas,
running as an Independent, serving to split the votes still further.
At that time and until the passage of the XVIIth amendment to the
Constitution in 1913, senators were selected by the legislatures of the
respective states instead of by the voters directly. On October 2, 1860
Baker was elected to fill the vacancy in a term that had begun on April
1, 1859, the first Republican senator from the State of Oregon, and
the West! The general election was just over a month off. Certainly
the Republicans could not have selected a better man to support their
presidential candidate, nor to uphold his program in Congress, should
he be elected.
California Republicans as well as those in Oregon were jubilant at
the success of their party in the senatorial bid in Oregon. The press,
however, was still violently opposed to Lincoln and the Republicans,
and Democratic office holders, of whom there were many, were
skilled politicians and effective campaigners.
Talk of secession was rampant, particularly among the Southern
states. Talk of an independent Pacific Republic to consist of
California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada, Utah and New Mexico was
not uncommon, and such an eventuality might well have become a
reality. There was consideration too of a division of the State of
California .i nto two parts, the southern, largely agricultural, part of
the state having different interests and problems than the northern
where mining was still the major industry. As in the eastern part of the
nation where dissension became more and more extensive, so too in
the West there were major differences, segmentation and confusion.
The weary, discouraged and outnumbered Republicans of
California made the most of Baker's San Francisco stopover on his
way to Washington. They scheduled a mass meeting at the American
Theater and publicized it for several days in advance . Baker was to be
the chief speaker. As the meeting began, the chairman announced,
"Our guest is one of the great champions of Freedom, the orator of
the Pacific Coast" .
After his opening remarks, Baker himself continued: "The interests .
of the Pacific Coast are one. Whether by the mouth of the Columbia,
or at the Golden Gate, whether in the valleys of the Willamette or on
the ridges of the Sierra Nevada, the interests of the Pacific Coast are
one.
"And more than that: Oregon believes that the interests of the
whole Union are one; and she intends to stand by them."
The speech was at once put into type and distributed next morning
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by outgoing stages and steamers to be posted and read from one end
of the Pacific Coast to the other before election day - only ten days
off! Baker's San Francisco speech did much to win California and
Oregon for Lincoln, but by a very slim margin indeed. The Lincoln
victory in the East and the Middle West had already been assured.
Baker continued to Washington, taking his seat in the Senate on
December 5, 1860. Some southern senators and congressmen had
already left theirs. More spoke of secession, of war.
During the Christmas recess, too far to return all the way home and
with other pressing matters to be taken care of, Baker journeyed to
Springfield, Illinois. He stayed there with his stepdaughter who had
been a little girl when, thirty years before, he had married her
widowed mother. He also, the ever-loving and devoted son, visited his
own aged mother. But more importantly for history, the presidentelect paid him a call.
It may be assumed that the two men, old, old friends, had problems
of tremendous significance to discuss at repeated get-togethers; problems of cabinet appointments, patronage, strategy and politics with
which Lincoln would be faced as soon as he took office. History says
that Lincoln relied heavily on Baker's advice, particularly in matters
relating to the Far West.
On January 2nd Senator Baker, back in Washington, made his
maiden speech in the Senate . This was his famous "Reply to
Benjamin", the first of two. Senator Judah Benjamin of Louisiana
asserted the right of individual states to withdraw from the Union,
Baker refuting him . Baker was reported to be self-possessed, fluent.
No one would have thought him a new senator. It was in this speech
that he made his well-known "tribute to the press" a portion of which
has been quoted earlier. Senator Benjamin was to withdraw from the
Senate a month later, to become Secretary of War for the
Confederacy under Jefferson Davis.
March 4, 1861, Inauguration Day, was clear. (At that time
inaugurals were held in March.) President Buchanan left the White
House in an open carriage, stopping at Willard's Hotel where he
called for Mr. Lincoln and escorted him to the carriage. As they
passed through the crowded streets, the throng could see the out-going
president and the president-elect sitting side by side, facing toward the
front, with Senators James Pearce of Maryland, and Edward D.
Baker of Oregon seated opposite them.
The procession, with suitable military escort, continued to an outdoor platform where the ceremonies would be held. When the
gentlemen were assembled before the people, Baker stepped forward
and in his strong, melodious voice said, "Fellow-Citizens, I introduce
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to you Abraham Lincoln, the President-elect of the United States."
Lincoln ' s Inaugural Address followed, after which he was sworn in
by Supreme Court Chief Justice Taney .
The new administration was duly installed, and Lincoln embarked
on the assumption of the tremendous responsibilities that are the
burden of all presidents - and of some more than of others .
8

Japanese-American Relations
by Chihiro Hosoya
HOSOYA, Chihiro (1920) LLD. Professor
of International Relations, Hitotsubashi University (1962); President, Japan Association of
International Relations (1976). Author of
numerous books and articles on diplomatic history, including Shiberia shuppei no shiteki kenkyu
[A Historical Study of the Japanese Expedition to
Siberia], 1955; Taiheiyo senso e no michi [A Road
to the Pacific War], Vol. V, 1962; Nihon ni okeru
kindaika no mondai [The Problem of Modernization in Japan], 1968.

Konoye's Shattered Dream - 1941
On the morning of August 9, 1941, the battleship Prince of Wales
loomed silently into visibility off the coast of Newfoundland in the
North Atlantic. Over the gunwale a small group of men, among them
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, were transferred onto the waiting
American navy cruiser Augusta, while a large fleet of destroyers stood
watch . Thus began the historic meeting between Churchill and
Franklin D. Roosevelt, which was to lead finally to the conference at
Yalta (February 1945) and would later be recognized as the starting
point for talks between them that continued throughout the duration
of the second world war.
That meeting in the North Atlantic provided a badly needed psychological boost to the Soviet Union, which had been all but wiped out by
Germany's surprise attack . More, it demonstrated to the world the
strength of Anglo-American unity in a dramatic move intended to
bolster the morale of the entire anti-Axis side, which, by the summer
of 1941, was groaning in distress. The joint declaration that came out
of that meeting, known as the Atlantic Charter, represented, in fact,
the first concerted action taken by the two heads of government to
bring together and solidify the democratic camp.
For both England and the United States the urgency of their situation was underscored by alarming developments in Southeast Asia as
well. The Japanese army had taken over South French Indochina by
the end of July, and now the possibility of a Japanese military
advance on neighboring Thailand, then Singapore and the Dutch East
Indies, had suddenly become a very real threat. Relations between
Japan and the United States had almost reached the breaking point;
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furthermore, with the freezing of Japanese assets in the U.S. followed
by the total oil embargo, open hostilities finally seemed imminent.
One of the crucial items on the agenda for Churchill and Roosevelt
was how to deal with events in Southeast Asia. Churchill was adamant
that their most effective move would be to present, in the form of a
joint declaration, an ultimatum warning Japan that any further
advance into Southeast Asia would be considered an act of war.
Roosevelt, constrained by domestic political considerations, felt
unable to go that far . Finally, instead of a joint action to check Japan,
they agreed to issue separate but parallel warnings to Tokyo.
Konoye's "Greatest Decision"

Awaiting Roosevelt upon his return to Washington from the
Atlantic Conference was a proposal for a meeting between himself
and Japan's prime minister. Notified (August 1) of the American oil
embargo, the Japanese government had been badly jolted; to some
middle-echelon military bureaucrats, however, the embargo provided
just what they needed to set up an angry outcry for war. It triggered a
torrent of belligerence that came critically close to sweeping both
military and government leaders right along with it. For Prime
Minister Konoye Fumimaro the situation presented a crisis that, left as
it was, would plunge them over the brink. The one alternative open, as
he saw it, was to meet with President Roosevelt personally and thrash
out both sides in a spirit of broad-minded seeking, with the object of
finding a "political solution" to their differences.
Konoye's "greatest decision" to approach the United States by way
of proposing a summit conference was influenced partly by his
recollection of England's narrow escape from war with Germany
engineered by Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain three years before
in Munich, but also important was his clear memory of the warm and
courteous statesmanship that radiated from Roosevelt when last they
met seven years earlier. Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal Kido Koichi,
too, wished to avoid war. He urged Konoye (August 5) that Japan's
still inadequate military capability left them only one choice just then,
and that was a policy of "perseverance and determination" - to wait
it out until the day of vengeance came - just as forty years earlier
Japan had resolved to wait doggedly until it could avenge itself for the
infuriating, thwarting Triple Intervention following the Sino-Japanese
War. Drawn to the position of the so-called moderate faction, Konoye
seems to have made a resolute decision to go to any lengths for the
summit conference, even at the cost of the enormous concessions it
might entail, in order to avoid war . Konoye was known to be
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indecisive as a rule, but this was a different man in August 1941. As
Matsumoto Shigeharu recalls, the Konoye who invited his consultation on August 6 had an air of hard determination that he saw on only
one other occasion - and that was the day of Konoye's suicide.
Having revealed (August 4) to both army and navy ministers his
resolve to go to any lengths personally in the interest of breaking the
crisis, Konoye secured their compliance and then set about convincing
others in the government and the military of the necessity for a
summit. On August 8 Konoye instructed the Japanese ambassador in
Washington, Nomura Kichisaburo, to inform U.S. Secretary of State
Cordell Hull of his desire to meet with Roosevelt.
Thus, as soon as the president returned from the Atlantic Conference, Ambassador Nomura cornered him with Konoye's proposal
(August 17). In Nomura's report to Tokyo, he said that Roosevelt had
seemed positive and optimistic during the meeting, and that in principle he supported the idea. According to Nomura, he even suggested
a time and place; Juneau, Alaska, sometime in mid-October.
Konoye's hopes soared when he heard Nomura's report. On August
27 he sent a message to Roosevelt saying, "The two heads of government should meet first to discuss from a broad standpoint all important problems between Japan and America covering the entire Pacific
area, and to explore the possibility of saving the situation. Adjustment
of minor items may, if necessary, be left to negotiations between competent representatives of the two governments, following the
meeting." He began concrete preparations for the summit, to which
he decided to take Doihara Kenji, superintendent-general of the army
air force, and a few other selected army representatives, and several
from the navy, including former navy minister Yoshida Zengo. He
also made plans to have the group go on the ship Nitta-maru.
Konoye pinned everything on the summit conference; to him, it was
absolutely vital. On September 6 he met secretly with the American
ambassador, Joseph C. Grew, to whom he explained that a summit
would be the last chance for reconciliation between the two countries,
and that he was in basic agreement with Hull's four principles.* In a
somewhat emotional, stammered plea, he urged Grew to be assured
that the Japanese were prepared to act on any commitment made
during the summit, and he entreated the ambassador to use his influence in making the conference possible. The Konoye who went to see
Ambassador Grew was a resolute man. Seemingly oblivious to whatever personal sacrifice it would mean, he had put everything else aside
to gamble all on the outcome of the summit. Konoye's hope that the
Americans were seriously considering such a conference had some justification, judging from the content of the so-called American
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Proposal received several months earlier. This "Draft Understanding
of April 16" was actually not an American proposal, but because it
contained the idea of a Pacific Conference between the heads of the
two governments, there was hope that the American side had not, at
that point, simply tossed off the call for a summit as just another
wildly impossible notion .
Distrust of Konoye Surfaces
Ambassador Grew noted carefully the obvious sincerity of the
Konoye and Tayoda Teijiro group in their efforts to circumvent a
catastrophic clash with the United States. He took it to mean that the
"moderate" faction was regaining political control and its leaders
were in the process of revising the foreign policy line. Grew began to
see a glimmer of hope; if Roosevelt and Konoye could meet and talk
frankly with each other, it began to appear that some way toward
reconciliation might open - a breakthrough that had not been made
possible by any "Japan-U .S. negotiations" until then . Repeatedly he
urged Secretary of State Hull to consider the Japanese proposal. The
good faith of Konoye and his supporters was trustworthy, he said, and
the idea of a summit, with its aim of creating a "constructive understanding" with the U.S., should be given the most serious attention .
Unfortunately, from the outset the State Department, notably
Secretary Hull and Stanley K. Hornbeck (political advisor on Far
Eastern Affairs), was less than enthusiastic about the proposal. The
Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, contains a memo written in early September by Hull addressed to the president:
When the Japanese P rime Minister requested a meeting with you, he indicated a fairly
basic program in generalities, but left open such questions as getting troops out o f
China, the tripartite pact, non -discrimination in trade in the Pacific. We indicated our
desire for a meeting, but suggested first an agreement in principle on the vital questions
left open, so as to insure the success of the Conference.

This memo clearly reveals Hull's basic feelings - that before all else it
was necessary to elicit from Japan that concurrence "in principle on
the vital questions" and settle those issues on the working level;
without agreement on those questions, he believed a summit would be
meaningless, even harmful.

*I) Respect for the territorial integrity and the sovereignty of each and all nations; 2)
support of the principle of noninterference in the internal affairs of other countries; 3)
support of the principle of equality, including equality of commercial opportunity; 4)
no distu rbance of the status quo in the Pacific except as the status quo may be altered by
peaceful means.
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His wary response reflected the general hostility in the State Department towards a top-level meeting that would completely bypass the
regular diplomatic channels; Hull also had an inbred tendency to stick
to established legal procedures, and personally he did not trust
Konoye . How deep that distrust was came out later when Hull testified before the Congressional committee to investigate the attack on
Pearl Harbor. Konoye's tactics were all too reminiscent of the clever
"face-to-face diplomacy" Hitler had used on Chamberlain in
Munich, and his records were filled with deception, Hull observed .
Hornbeck's reaction was even more intense. Ambassador Grew
attempted on several occasions to convince the State Department of
Konoye's sincerity and his determination to try at all costs, through
talks with Roosevelt, to avoid war, but Hornbeck's attitude ensured
that his appeals were given a cold reception . Hornbeck had very
quickly dismissed the possibility of any positive political influence in
Japan of the "moderate faction", and, he believed, no matter how far
Konoye and Roosevelt might go in mapping out a way towards a
"constructive understanding", Japan's internal situation would
prevent acting on any promises that might be made.
When Nomura first presented the "proposal", Roosevelt seemed
receptive to the idea, but there is no way to ascertain how genuine that
response was or how seriously he ever thought about it. We are safe in
assuming, however, that any inclination he might have had to hold a
summit was not strong enough to silence the opposition in the State
Department. Then on October 2 Nomura was given a memorandum
from Hull containing a somewhat evasive message that it would be
difficult to hold a summit conference. With that, Konoye's dream was
completely shattered . Very soon afterwards the third Konoye cabinet
fell.
After Grew's return to the United States, he lashed out at the way
the State Department had handled the negotiations . To Roosevelt he
stated his belief that if the summit had been held and an agreement
reached, the attack on Pearl Harbor would never have been carried
out. Among American and British historians such a view belongs to
the revisionist school, which is essentially fiercely critical of the HullRoosevelt response to the summit (Charles A . Beard, Charles C .
Tansill, Paul W. Schroeder) . Rather than dwelling further on this
issue, however, it might be valuable to change perspectives and consider the aims and activities of one other Japanese who was bent on
meeting with Roosevelt .
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Matsuoka Yosuke Evaded - 1941
Frustration and Anger

April13, 1941. Foreign Minister Matsuoka Yosuke, encapsulated in
his compartment on the Trans-Siberian Railway, was on his way home
from Moscow . He felt very pleased indeed. Just as his talks with
Foreign Minister Molotov ground to a halt in an apparently unbreakable deadlock, Stalin himself had stepped in and changed the whole
situation; the Japanese-U.S.S.R. Neutrality Pact was signed that day.
Matsuoka now had the perfect gift to take home with him. He sat
triumphant in the train, feeling the glow of the world's attention for a
well-staged performance, topped off with an unheard-of embrace by
Stalin as they parted at the station .
His satisfaction complete, Matsuoka began to think about Japan's
next moves. By now he was confident that the ground was firmly laid
for a personal meeting with President Roosevelt - this would be the
grand finale Matsuoka aimed at - and he sensed that day drawing closer.
During the first world war when he was stationed in the United
States as second secretary in the Japanese Embassy, Matsuoka became
acquainted with Roosevelt, then assistant secretary of the Navy. He
was very careful to maintain that friendship . Just after Roosevelt took
office as president, Matsuoka, who had been in Geneva at the League
of Nations, routed his return to Japan ~hrough Washington to pay his
respects (March 1933). Thereafter, each time Roosevelt was reelected
he made certain to send a telegram of congratulations. Foreign
Minister Matsuoka believed himself on solid terrain; he was sure of his
fluency and negotiating skills, and he felt secure in the personal association he had maintained over so many years. These were enough to let
him declare, "If I had just an hour with Roosevelt, I know JapaneseAmerican relations would improve." Very quietly then Matsuoka
began to envision the drama of a lifetime: he, the protagonist, would
persuade Roosevelt, the statesman, to throw in all the stakes; peace
between Japan and China would materialize, and finally a JapaneseAmerican partnership would rescue Europe from a disastrous war . In
a sense, the moves made until then - the Tripartite Pact, Matsuoka's
trip to Europe, the Neutrality Pact with the Soviet Union - were all
careful diplomatic steps leading towards this ultimate goal.
To lay the base for his meeting with Roosevelt, Matsuoka started
unobtrusive maneuvering through a number of channels . Two priests,
Bishop James E . Walsh and Father James M. Drought, who had gone
to Japan to try on a nonofficial level to help negotiations, carried
messages from Matsuoka to Roosevelt when they returned to
14

Washington. Matsuoka also tried through his longtime friend Thomas
Lamont of J.P. Morgan and Co., and the newspaper magnate Roy
Howard, to establish contact with Roosevelt. When Matsuoka
stopped in Rome (April 2), after concluding talks with Hitler and the
German leaders, he was encouraged to find a telegram from Howard
waiting for him, informing him that arrangements to see Roosevelt
were underway and asking him to go to Washington . A plane had
been reserved for him from Lisbon, the telegram said.
In an attempt to use official channels to convey his desire to meet
with Roosevelt, Matsuoka also met with American Ambassador
Laurence A. Steinhardt three times in Moscow, while passing through
Europe. To Steinhardt he asserted, "The president was in a position
tQ. bring the Japanese-Chinese conflict to an end at any time on terms
satisfactory to all concerned it he would use his influence in this
direction with Chiang Kai-shek." Emphatically he insisted that, "I
wish Roosevelt and Hull would trust me . .. if they will trust me I will
prove to them that we have no territorial or economic ambitions." On
another occasion he was quoted as saying that if the president and Mr.
Hull would trust him [Matsuoka] and assist him in bringing about
peace in China, "everything in the Far East would be cleared up to
their satisfaction."
When Matsuoka arrived in Japan (April22), armed with his several
accomplishments in Europe, he was burning with zeal to pursue negotiations with the United States in which his meeting with Roosevelt
would be the highlight. So it came as a rude shock to learn not only
how much progress had already been made in Washington in informal
negotiations with the U.S., apparently with Konoye's consent, but
also to find that Hull and Nomura had reached agreement on the
Draft Understanding.
The Draft Understanding did not please him at all, especially since
it came out of preparatory nonofficial discussions and then meetings
between Hull and Nomura that left out the foreign minister entirely
He was incensed that now the "grand plan" he though so eminently
workable, the strategy he had labored over, laying the diplomatic
pieces one by one to ready the board for negotiations with the U.S. ,
had suddenly had its props pulled out from under it. To add to his
frustration, the Draft Understanding was laced through with what he
called "servility" that made it entirely incompatible with his ideas of
how the United States should be handled. Most infuriating of all was
the explicit mention of a meeting between Roosevelt and Konoye.
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Matsuoka vs. Negotiations
Long before, Matsuoka had developed his own ideas about the
essentials of negotiating with the United States, based on his years as a
student at the University of Oregon. Americans should never be
approached with servility - this was taboo - the way to success was
through a hard, "firm attitude." He regarded the triple military
alliance among Japan, Germany and Italy and the Neutrality Pact
with Moscow primarily as means to strengthen Japan's position in
negotiating with the U.S. and to make it possible to maintain a
consistently firm approach. Now that the progress of "Japan-U.S .
negotiations" had strayed so far from his scenario, he had to pull
them in and start them moving again the way he thought they should
go. He succeeded in having a new proposal formulated by the
Japanese side, which superseded the Draft Understanding. At the
same time he issued an "oral statement," in which any "servility" was
replaced by "firmness," thus presenting a whole new attitude towards
negotiations. The oral statement was also intended to show off the
unity of Japan with Italy and Germany.
The trouble was that all Matsuoka's carefully designed actions and
statements, from the signing of the Tripartite Pact to this garish fraternization with the Axis leaders on the one hand, and defiant, aggressive language towards the United States on the other, simply exacerbated the antagonism that Hull and others in the American
government already felt towards him . Having peremptorily dismissed
the Draft Understanding and then tried to railroad negotiations along
his own lines, he only succeeded in creating uncompromising opposition from the very Americans he was determined to win over .
On June 21 Secretary Hull gave Ambassador Nomura the first
official statement setting forth the basic American position regarding
negotiations. It was accompanied by an oral statement, which was
worded in such a way as to be a stark challenge to Foreign Minister
Matsuoka:
Some Japanese leaders in influential official positions are definitely committed to a
course which calls for support of Nazi Germany and its policies of conquest ...

In any kind of diplomatic communication, to use such openly
accusing language, and to direct it at the incumbent foreign minister
of a government that is party to ongoing negotiations, must be one of
a handful of rare exceptions to the rules of diplomacy. It only demonstrates how extremely distrustful of Matsuoka those in the American
government had become.
Konoye now had only two options: to relieve Matsuoka of his
responsibilities for foreign relations, or to give up trying to carry
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negotiations with the United States any further. He took the latter .
His cabinet resigned en masse, Toyoda Teijiro was named the new
foreign minister, and the third Konoye cabinet was launched (July 17).
Eight-Year-Old Image - 1933

Matsuoka Yosuke's last visit to the United States, his "second
country," as he called it, took place between the end of March and
early April 1933. At that time he was returning to Japan from a
momentous trip to Geneva. As leader of the Japanese delegation to a
special general assembly of the League of Nations, he had drawn the
scrutiny of the other delegations when, pushed by controversy over
Japanese actions in Manchuria, he mounted the platform and
delivered a spirited, impassioned speech . Alone in his position, he
played out the dramatic withdrawal from the League and Japan's
retreat into irrevocable isolation from the other countries.
A reporter, Kawakami Kiyoshi, wrote to Thomas Lamont (April
30) that in his U.S . visit Matsuoka had passed through the country like
"a small cyclone." Matsuoka filled three weeks with feverish activity,
giving radio broadcasts, speaking to commercial organizations,
conferences on foreign policy problems, associations of Americans of
Japanese ancestry, each time delivering an appeal for understanding
of Japan's policy in China. Behind Matsuoka's decision to launch into
this bold stomping tour in the first place were several telegrams from
Roy Howard and entreaties from his old friend Lamont. At the end of
it Lamount was pleased: "Matsuoka made on the whole a very good
impression here" (letter to Minister to the Netherlands Saito Hiroshi,
May 16). Kawakami was not so sanguine : "I am still wondering
whether his visit did good or harm" (April30) .
There can be no doubt that in the short run this strenuous tour
around the United States did much to increase American understanding of Japan. But with hindsight, we also hear the opinion today
that in the long run Matsuoka did more damage than good at that time
to the cause of Japanese-American relations (B . Teters) . According to
that view, this was his last glimpse of the United States, and it happened to coincide with a period of severe economic hardship as Americans struggled with the great depression in their country. In 1933 they
seemed "thoroughly absorbed in overcoming a state of domestic
crisis." From what he saw and heard at that time, Matsuoka concluded that ''American should stay out of the Pacific, and could be
talked into staying out or influenced by threats to remain aloof."
Matsuoka became convinced that since any American counter-moves
in Japan's direction would be obstructed from within, a combination
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of persuasion and intimidation would be Japan's most effective
approach . The impression formed at that time and his absolute
certainty of its validity were, perhaps more than any other factor,
what dominated Matsuoka's thinking after he became foreign minister and started formulating a strategy. The argument goes that the
1933 trip gave birth to an ultimately disastrous, irremediable misconception when it came time to plan and implement policy towards the
United States.
An Affable President

Perhaps it is impossible to make a cut-and-dry case for the theory
that Matsuoka returned to Japan with relatively superficial, and
therefore harmful observations, or that what he saw at that time
became fixed in his mind as "an indelible, lifelong impression," but
the 1933 visit appears definitely to have had "unfortunate results" for
relations with the United States in another, less obvious area. On
March 31, when President Roosevelt had been in office less than a
month, Matsuoka went to see him in Washington. Fifteen years had
passed since their last meeting, and one of Matsuoka's main objectives
in going to the United States was to see Roosevelt. The president was
warm and receptive and listened affably as Matsuoka let forth a
voluble monologue on his ideas about relations between the two countries. Among other things, he told Roosevelt that the United States
should withdraw its naval fleet from the Pacific . After the meeting
Matsuoka told a reporter in his party that Roosevelt "is a great man."
Clearly Matsuoka came away extremely impressed. The president was
always friendly and cordial in his behavior toward others, but at the
same time he was shrewd .
Matsuoka probably interpreted Roosevelt's courteous reception to
mean warm feelings towards him, too, but there is reason to believe
that he was mistaken . Several days later (April 5) the president wrote
to Colonel House (Advisor to former president Woodrow Wilson)
admitting that the meeting with Matsuoka had disturbed him. He
commented that Japan was beginning to resemble another Germany.
Then recounting Matsuoka's brazen suggestion that the United States
pull its fleet out of the Pacific area, he speculated that Matsuoka
might have said this "to ingratiate himself against assassination by the
Junker crowd when he gets home." Soon after Matsuoka returned to
Japan he met with Ambassador Grew, who wrote in his diary (May 1):
"His use of English is perfect but he gives an impression of great selfassurance and conceit." In no way can such reactions to Matsuoka by
high American officials be construed as anything but negative.
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In 1941, while Foreign Minister Matsuoka should have been seeking
accommodation to prevent the steadily eroding relations with the
United States from reaching the breaking point, he was busy weaving
together his own ideas on how to approach negotiations. With the sole
aim of meeting with Roosevelt and effecting thereby a momentous
breakthrough in a breathless diplomatic coup, he worked over a
variety of strategies, but it takes little imagination to suppose that the
American leadership, too, having no reason to revise their opinion,
retained the same image of Matsuoka they had formed eight years
earlier.
If Only Direct Talks Were Possible - 1934

Personal Visit, Political Motive

For Matsuoka, events of 1933 were crucial in shaping his role in
Japanese-American relations from then on, but 1934 may have been
just as important for Konoye . That year Konoye was in the United
States in June and part of July. At that time he was president of the
House of Peers. Having been watched for some time by Prince Saionji
Kinmochi and others who considered him the shining light of the
nobility, he was frequently rumored to be in line for the office of
prime minister. In June, 1934, his oldest son, Fumitaka, was to graduate from an American preparatory school, which gave Konoye a
pretext for making a private trip to the United States. Nonetheless,
given his high position in the government and the state if affairs
between Japan and the United States at that time, it would have been
inconceivable for him to make the visit entirely personal, simply to
attend the graduation ceremony, with no political overtones.
In March 1933 Japan had walked out of the League of Nations,
boldly declaring an "isolationist diplomacy" from then on. But it was
too late to revert to another state of seclusion, for Japan's economic
dependence on and involvement with the international community
were already too far developed to pull back. "Isolationist diplomacy"
more accurately represented Japan's separation from an established
international system, and a departure from multilateral diplomacy, as
crystallized in the League of Nations . Withdrawal from the League
also provided the chance to strengthen Japan's bilateral diplomacy,
which marked a significant step in the bureaucratic-level planning for
foreign relations; the government had signed a treaty of arbitration
with the Netherlands that year, and intended to continue in the same
manner, developing amicable relations with each nation individually.
Relations with the United States became increasingly awkward following the Manchurian Incident (September 1931) and then the
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Shanghai Incident (January 1932), and when Japan left the League of
Nations it became necessary to make efforts to improve them. At the
Five Ministers' Conference of October 1933, during which basic
policy was mapped out, it was therefore decided to send a goodwill
delegation to the United States (October 20).
The exchange of messages between the new foreign minister, Hirota
Koki, and Secretary Hull (February 21 and March 3, 1934) represented a step towards more amicable relations, but Hirota hoped to
conclude a Pacific nonaggression pact that could constitute a new
version of the Root-Takthira Agreement of 1908. On May 16, Saito
Hiroshi, then ambassador to the United States, met with Hull in an
effort to sound out State Department thinking . Noting that it was his
personal opinion, he suggested the possibility of an agreement
between the two countries, declaring mutual recognition of a
"principal stabilizing factor" on both sides of the Pacific. It is perhaps not coincidental that Konoye's ship bound for the United States
left Yokohama that very day.
Konoye's trip thus took place in the midst of a series of tentative
diplomatic probes by the Japanese government aimed at improving
U .S .-Japan relations, and therein lies its political significance. In
actual fact, before his departure Konoye had met several times with
the army and navy ministers, Foreign Minister Hitora, and others in
the government. Having been thoroughly briefed on the idea of a
Pacific Pact with the United States, it appears that he was being asked
to assist in its realization by bringing up the matter with Americans. It
is safe to assume in other words, that Konoye's objectives in visiting
the United States were part of the Japanese search for a new order in
East Asia which would replace the Versailles and Washington Treaty
systems established after World War I. His visit was also intended to
test the possibility of rebuilding a partnership with the United States
based on amity and cooperation.
Konoye's position on the need for a new international order was
well known, but it did not necessarily help his case in the eyes of
Americans . Just after the end of the first world war he wrote an article
entitled "Away with Pax Anglo-AI:nericana," and, in his famous
scathing denunciation of the postwar order, he accused Britain and
the United States of "supporting the status quo when it suits them and
then arbitrarily crowning it as humanitarian ." Then the previous year,
in 1933, he had declared that "the biggest impediment to true peace in
the world" is Europe and the United States; Japan is determined to
"march under the banner of the two principles of freedom of economic intercourse and freedom for immigration"; the time had come, he
said, to advance towards "reform of state of the world" (February
20

1933). Politically, therefore, he had hammered out a position that
stood opposed to the status quo in the international order .
Meeting with Wall Street Financiers

Accompanying Konoye on his trip were several people, including
Professor Royama Masamichi of Tokyo Imperial University and
Ushiba Tomohiko. When they arrived in New York, Konoye was first
introduced to Thomas Lamont. Succeeding Japanese consul-generals
posted in New York had made it a custom to introduce high-ranking
Japanese visitors to Lamont. Thus, Consul-General Sawada Renzo
invited Konoye's party and Lamont for dinner at his home, where the
two talked informally for a long time, while Sawada struggled to
interpret for them. Lamont, a partner in J .P . Morgan and Co . and a
powerful presence in Wall Street, had thirty-seven years in international finance behind him. He had been deeply involved for many
years in financial activities in East Asia and played a leading role in
organizing the International Banking Consortium for China. This,
known usually as the China Consortium, was an economic pillar of
the Washington Treaty system, and through it Lamont was able to
watch over and maintain the financial underpinnings of the system.
(Mitami Taiichiro, "Wall Street and the Far East," Chuo koron,
September 1975 .)
During the 1920s Lamont performed the invaluable and exhausting
service of channeling into Japan considerable amounts of American
capital, especially after the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 when he
procured the necessary capital for a huge reconstruction loan . Because
of his extensive, close friendships among the leaders of Japan's
banking and financial world, long experience in and knowledge of
Asia and Japan, he was looked upon as one of the few trusted "Japan
hands" among Americans . During those years he supported the
special economic interests of Japan in Manchuria and Mongolia, and
even when the Manchurian Incident occurred in 1931, he tried hard to
understand and justify Japan's behavior. But with the Shanghai
Incident (1932), any misgivings Lamont may have begun to experience
concerning Japan's ambitions in China rapidly intensified to become
outright suspicion of Japanese China policy. The fact that Japan
refused to cooperate in the effort to provide international assistance to
China, which blocked the functioning of the China Consortium .
seriously disturbed Lamont.
Lamont and Konoye apparently conflicted during their talk when it
came to the China problem . At one point Lamont criticized Japan' s
China policy during the previous two or three years, and Konoye later
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lamented, "Propaganda has really gotten the better of the Chinese!"
Whatever they talked about, however, it was inevitable that their
thinking should clash; one was a central figure in the China
Consortium established to function as a support to the status quo in
East Asia, and the other, a national leader committed to denying the
status quo. The conversation with Lamont that day left an important
imprint on the way Konoye was to perceive the United States, and, as
will be mentioned later, that same conversation was to have unexpectedly wide ramifications in the way it affected American
perceptions of Konoye .
Konoye then went on to Washington, where he met with Roosevelt,
Hull, Hornbeck (at this time chief of the Division of Far Eastern
Affairs) and other State Department officers . Konoye found great
charm in the understanding, courteous manner of Roosevelt, sensing
in him a great, and very astute statesman. The memory of Roosevelt,
on this day may have been largely responsible for Konoye's profound
hope, seven years later, that a meeting with the president would lead
to a way out of the dangerous state Japan-American relations had
reached.
A Political Leap
After Konoye completed his engagements in New York and
Washington, he went to Philadelphia. There he wrote letters to Kido
Koichi, a close colleague, and to Harada Kumao, Saionji's private
secretary. Those letters are of great interest, for they record the conclusions Konoye drew from his observations regarding both the formation of American Far Eastern policy and the best approach to negotiations . H e commented, first, that Wall Street leverage in Washington
had diminished considerably compared with the previous
administration, when it was very strong, but even so, Wall Street still
wielded a degree of power in the State Department. The "LamontHornbeck" line held certain sway over Far Eastern policy, he judged,
and he went on to describe a picture of contradiction, even conflict
between that line and Roosevelt.
We must remember that the Wall Street-Lamont-Hornbeck side could destroy whatever
the president does. Hornbeck is a legalist. The Lamont group is brandishing the legalist
arguments of Hornbeck as a shield to defend a position that is incompatible with
Japan's Far Eastern policy. But Roosevelt is a statesman. There are times when he will
disregard the legalist angle and make a political leap. As with the recognition of Russia
[sic], President Roosevelt has been known to pass right over the State Department.
(Kido Diaries Research Group, ed., Kido Koichi kankei monjo [The Kido Koichi
Papers])

On negotiations concerning the "Pacific Pact," he reflected,
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If only direct talks with the president were possible, I think they just might produce a
windfall, but recently, as with Saito it has of course been exceedingly difficult to
arrange the opportunity to talk directly with him. So it is possible that Roosevelt will
encounter pressure by the Hornbeck legalism (and the Lamont-Wall Street interests
behind it) and negotiations will not get very far .(Ibid .)

Thus Konoye might have reasoned that legalistic doorjamming led
mainly by Hull and Hornbeck prevented Japanese-American negotiations in 1941 from developing; if Konoye could meet with the
president himself, the statesman capable of making a "political leap"
over this and other obstacles, they might indeed, "produce a
windfall." His optimistic conviction a few years later that a summit
would lead to a solution was probably inspired by the still vivid image
he formed when in the United States in 1934.
After attending his son's graduation from Lawrenceville Academy
(New Jersey), Konoye went to Boston. Here, at the suggestion of
Matsuoka, he arranged to see Colonel House. House was to be of no
help, however; he regarded Japan as "a second Germany."
With Royama, Ushiba and the rest of his entourage, Konoye went
on to New London, Connecticut, where they watched the HarvardYale boat races from an observation train and were then taken on
board the J.P. Morgan luxury yacht, Corsair and given splendid
hospitality. All of it, even the train tickets, had been arranged by
Lamont.
The party made one more stop in New York, then started west,
through Chicago and San Francisco, and on to Japan . Throughout
the fifty days of their visit they met a great many influential
Americans, and in each place they stopped they discussed the situation
in China and Japan's activities there, the sticky issue of arms reduction, Japanese-Soviet relations, and other matters eating away at
Japan's relations with the United States. Immediately after his return
to Japan Konoye issued a statement concerning the visit. In a
comment concerning the Pacific Pact, he summarized the general
feeling in America: "They see no reason to try for one more agreement or pact between Japan and the United States; that would only be
carrying coals to Newcastle." Pessimistically Konoye concluded that
unless some of the more powerful statesmen in the United States,
notably Roosevelt, could present sufficiently strong political
arguments and convince others of the necessity of an agreement with
Japan, there was scant chance of a new pact. "It would appear to be
totally hopeless if we must rely on the routine diplomatic channels
open to us until now.''
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Final Ignominy - 1934-41
Konoye - "The Worst Bounder"
Konoye talked with reporters and published his impressions of the
United States in Japanese journals, little suspecting what was to
explode out of the publicity. This activity gave rise to an incident that
would have a disproportionately damaging influence on JapaneseAmerican relations in the future. On September 24, Lamont wrote to
Grew a letter filled with outrage. Having outdone himself to make
Konoye's visit pleasant, Lamont sputtered, what does the Japanese do
but repay the kindness with a stab in the back!
My chief object is to call your attention to what I consider perfectly inexcusable treatment that I have received at the hands of this Prince Konoye . I have heretofore been
accustomed to meeting Japanese noblemen of a really noble type. But with the recent
developments as to this man, it strikes me that tie must be the worst bounder in the
world, and I hope no more of his kind will come to this country or set themselves up to
try to improve Japanese-American relations .

Certainly this was the first time for Konoye, head of a centuries-old
family whose ancestors had been primary among the Fujiwara
regents, to be so decisively and openly lambasted. What had he done
to cause Lamont's indignant accusation of being "the worst
bounder," and to make himself so unwelcome if he ever wished to go
back to America?
The cause of this outburst on my part is that I find that the Prince either caused to be
published or allowed to be published after his return to Japan alleged accounts of
various conversations which he had in America; and in one of these he reports me as
having reflected very seriously upon President Roosevelt and upon Secretary Hull, attributing to me sentiments to the effect that I consider them quite ignorant of Far Eastern
conditions, etc ., etc . There is, of course, not one word of truth in this report , but that
fact does not make it one bit better. These outrageous utterances are noe being reprinted
in this country, having already appeared in the Daily Worker.

Lamont then quoted the Daily worker:
Thomas Lamont of Morgan Company told me that President Roosevelt is no expert in
diplomacy and that Secretary of State Hull is more of a financier than a diplomat and is
particularly unfamiliar with affairs of the Far East. He said that Dr. Hornbeck has a
rather important say in America's policy in the Orient.

The Daily Worker account tallies exactly with what the Japanese
articles reported at the time. Checking it with Konoye's statements
printed in the Tokyo nichinichi shinbun of August 7-8 ("Beikoku kara
kaerite" [On Returning from the United States]), or the September
issue ofChuo koron ("HoBei inshoki" [Impressions from the U .S.]) ,
or Keizai orai's September issue ("Beikoku yori kaerite" [My Visit to
the United States]), the Daily Worker accurately reported what
appeared in those articles with no particular bias, distortion or misinterpretation .
In his letter to Grew, Lamont gave his version of the discussion with
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Konoye on the evening they met at Sawad's home, by way of explanation for the damaging comments that had appeared in print.
Then he asked me what the Washington view towards Far Eastern questions was. This
was my reply : "The Administration at Washington has been so greatly concerned in the
domestic crisis here, and in successful efforts to improve conditions, that it may well be
that the heads have not given their complete attention to Far Eastern questions. But
when they do they will master them and handle such questions in a highly intelligent
manner. President Roosevelt has a marvelous celerity in getting on to the main facts of
the situation, and Secretary Hull is one of the most careful and thorough going men
imaginable."

Lamont wrote this letter in a state of agitated zeal to explain
himself, but it is no wonder that he should have been angry. To have
had the substance of a confidential conversation, including frank
comments on the top people in Washington, blandly conveyed to the
press without though to the repercussions either to himself or others,
was an astounding slap in the face . Lamont felt himself finished in
Washington. But he wrote to Hornbeck on October 20, enclosing a
copy of his letter to Grew.
No Japanese is Trustworthy

On September 27, Konoye wrote a letter of apology to Lamont,
having heard about what happened in a telegram from Sawada:
I assure [you] that I am the first to regret this unfortunate occurrence. If you will permii
me to explain, to release our conversation for publication in any form would have been
the very last thing to enter my mind. I cannot possibly think otherwise, therefore, than
that whoever quoted me as doing such a thing has committed a gross error, if he has not
invented his own story. And I may add that an error of this nature can arise from inaccurate translation of the Japanese into English.
Please let me assure you again of my profound regret at this unhappy incident and of
my conviction that the above-mentioned statement made public was not given out or
authorized by me .

In the long run the responsibility for Lamont's irrevocable loss of
face in Washington should be placed on the gap between what Konoye
intended and what appeared in the press. In a gesture of sympathy for
Konoye, Grew wrote Lamont and tried to defend Konoye's intentions:
(October 29):
Prince Konoye's position in the matter seems to have been cleared up by his categorical
denial to the Foreign Minister to the effect that he had never made public his conversation with you and that the published account was a gross misrepresentation of the
conversation ...
I fear that the explanation of the inexcusable report of the alleged conversation is to be
found in the ethics or rather the lack of ethics, of certain elements of the Japanese press.

Konoye's efforts to ex!Jlain himself in this incident are not
altogether convincing, perhaps because one senses all the say through
the tendency to shift responsibility onto someone else. He claimed that
reporters willfully published, without his permission, the sections on
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his conversations with Lamont, but in point of fact what appeared in
the September issue of Shuo koron the content of which was the same
as the newspaper article on his talks with Lamont ("HoB 'ei inshoki")
and the article in the September Keizai orai - was written by his own
hand in his lodge at Karuizawa (August 10).
Later on when Konoye formed his cabinet, he was criticized for
having a weak sense of responsibility in the a.rea of political leadership . That personality trait was certainly at work during the press
episode of 1934. It seemed to extend to a lack of diplomatic sensitivity
which allowed him nonchalantly to give the media access to the
substance of private, off-the-cuff conversations he had with foreing
leaders and government officials. Whatever else may be said, the State
Department lost a great deal of trust in Konoye after this incident, and
as far as Lamont was concerned, not a shred of credibility remained.
Hornbeck, in a characteristic reaction, generalized his reaction to
Konoye's behavior and decided that no Japanese could be trusted. " I
do not think you have been unduly indignant," he wrote Lamont
(October 4),
. .. I find myself at a loss to understand this performance on Prince Konoye's part: I
cannot but feel that the only possible explanation must be sought against the background of and in the light of the intensity with which the whole Japanese nation has
concentrated its attention upon its own problems, as conceived by it, of existence and its
own aspirations and objectives .

The tenor of Japanese-American relations after Konoye became prime
minister must have been affected, if subtly, by the images of
individual Americans he formed during his 1934 trip, and of course by
the impression of Konoye the press episode left on Americans. These
mutual images must also have influenced the course of negotiations in
1941 for a summit conference.
Function - and Danger - of a Summit

Thus, when Konoye began to conceive of a summit conference as
the only way out of war, he was counting on Roosevelt's statesmanship to allow a basic reassessment of the whole situation . He gambled
on Roosevelt's leadership skill and his capacity to make a "political
leap" so that they could concentrate on important problems, ignoring
routine opposition or haggling from below over methods. But by
August of 1941, Japanese-American relations were in a snarl so
insidious that the power of one man was not enough to comb it out,
no matter how perceptive, far-seeing, or extraordinarily gifted a
political leader he might be . Furthermore, Japan's leaders tended to
misread Roosevelt, mistaking his welcoming cordiality as genuine
warmth . In truth Roosevelt tended to feel more sympathy to China
than Japan, and he had developed a deep sense of rivalry towards
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Japan's naval strength since taking office . Roosevelt did not easily
reveal his innermost thinking, but unmistakably one of his purposes in
negotiations with Japan was to buy time .
On Japan's side, even if Konoye was willing to make his "greatest
decision" to accept the concessions necessary for a summit, there were
still limits on how far he could go. By that time there was probably no
possible way to strike the balance necessary between their separate
interests in order to arrive at some sort of agreement. The domestic
restraints were too stiff, and the military was too strong.
If a summit had been held, it is just possible that a "windfall"
might have emerged from a development other than the administrative
negotiations aimed at clearing up all the problems . Some kind of
modus vivendi, which symbolized not a basic accommodation in
Japanese-American relations but a temporary understanding, might
have been possible. At the end of November 1941 there emerged the
possibility of an understanding between the two countries that could
have provided that modus vivendi, which, even if it was temporary
might have postponed the outbreak of war. The proposed summit,
also, might have served the same function . There is apparent from
time to time in international politics a "feedback effect" whereby one
understanding leads to another, staging the development of still one
more, but the time factor involved in achieving a temporary understanding and reduction of tensions is crucial.
Speculation continues on what a Konoye-Roosevelt summit would
have produced, or whether Grew was right in wanting to give the
Japanese the benefit of the doubt. Would either way have averted
war? They are among the hypotheses of history that generate discussion even today.
A recorded historical fact, however, militating against the summit
was the undeniable opposition of the State Department, represented
by Hull and Hornbeck. In any reflection on the start of the Pacific
War we cannot ignore the "diplomacy of principle" of this group and
the "legalism" that stemmed from it, any more than we can overlook
the antipathy they felt towards Konoye and his "bad record" as
factors in their negative attitude towards a summit. It is also safe to
say that Konoye lost points during his trip to the United States, when
"the worst bounder" made his "record" even blacker.
Informal contacts between government leaders hold the hazard of
inadvertent slips of the tongue, giving rise to snags in their mutual
feelings, and distortions in their mutual images. These sometimes
deceptively slight mishaps can have a disproportionate, though subtle,
influence on relations on the state level. This has been true in the past,
and it is true today .
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by Donald Thompson

From the book-length manuscript Four Miles East of Dinuba.
Before World War I, the United States Government authorized the
Immigration Department a quota of seventy-thousand Japanese-born
immigrants to enter the United States. This was one of the last admissions for many years. They were allowed to settle here permanently
and eventually become American citizens. There were, of course,
many qualifications and requirements for the new immigrants . They
were informed they must go to school, learn to speak English, learn
American Citizenship and obey the laws of the land. They should
have a place to go, a place to work and live. Before entering this
country, they were advised to have a sponsor; and above all, they
could not become a burden to this country. As time has proven, they
never have.
Before Fred Kato left his native Japan, he had written the Japanese
Foreign Counselor in the United States who collaborated with the
United States Foreign Counselor in Japan in making arrangements for
Mr. Kato to enter the United States. He had been given a list of
Japanese families living in the Salinas area, about one-hundred miles
south of San Francisco. When Fred Kato's ocean liner docked at San
Francisco he was well informed as to what was expected of him . He
knew exactly where to go, how to get there and how long it would
take . He wished to abide by the laws and requirements . After a short
processing internment he was released, being reminded that he must
find work, stay out of trouble and report to the immigration authorities every thirty days. Upon his release, he purchased a bicycle which
he pushed along the streets of San Francisco until he reached the outer
city limits on the south side of the city on his way to Salinas.
Today, the Salinas area is known throughout the world as the Salad
Bowl. The soil is very dark, extremely rich and most always very
moist. During many months of the year, the early morning fog from
the beautiful Monterey Bay blankets many thousand acres of lettuce,
cabbage, carrots, onions, celery and tomatoes. The fog acts as a .
shield, preventing the sun from burning the tender leaves and foilage
of the vegetable plants. Lettuce, carrots, sugar beets, onions,
artichokes, and avocados, sometimes knows as the alligator pear from
the West Indies, are the prime commodities from which the truck
gardener maintains a livelihood. It was here Kato decided td settle.
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Having arrived in the Salinas Valley after pedalling his bicycle from
San Francisco, he began searching for the name of a Japanese family
his counselor had given him . Within a few hours he found the Endo
family living on a lettuce farm . They had leased the land on a
percentage basis; a three-way working agreement often existing
between the rancher, the land owner and the bank or financial backer.
Kato worked hard in the Endo lettuce fields and nursery without compensation, but just for the privilege of having free board and room.
Mr. Kato soon realized he wasn't getting anywhere working without
wages. He could see his own money slowly dwindling away . Each
month, he reported to the immigration board of his discontentment
and they advised him to locate in another area; this time near Madera,
where the climate is mild and warmer. The industry is more diversified, ranging from raising cotton, alfalfa and livestock to raising
peaches, figs and apricots .
Mr . Kato had pedalled his way to the outskirts of the city of Madera
on an extremely hot day. The heat had pushed the mercury in the
thermometers to over one-hundred degrees . It was a dusty day and the
little man from Japan was soaking wet with perspiration. He had
cycled for many miles and every push of the pedals became more
difficult and tiring, will he almost reached the point of exhaustion.
His eyes were strained and almost closed from trying to avoid the
terrible glare from the highway and the sky. He wanted to stop and
rest. When finally his short legs gave out, he turned his bicycle toward
the edge of the highway, off the road and down into the drainage
ditch. He dismounted, wiped off his face and unstrapped his wicker
suitcase from the rear of the two-wheeler. Dropping the suitcase to the
ground, he laid down alongside it, using it as a pillow. He was indeed
a very weary Nipponese.
On this particular day, Ted Hilton, a neighboring farmer and a very
good friend of Mr. Thompson, was returning with his wife and son
from Turlock, California, where they had been visiting Mrs . Hilton's
sister. Bob Hilton, the son, always sat on the front seat, next to the
door of the pickup truck. He was in a position to notice anything
different or unusual along the roadside. The pickup truck had passed
beyond Mr. Kato nearly one-hundred yards when young Bob turned
to his mother and said, "Mom, did you see that man lying in the ditch
back there?"
"No, where?"
"Back about a hundred yards."
"Honey, let's turn around and go back to see," pleaded Mrs .
Hilton to her husband.
"Just as you say," responded Mr. Hilton. Within a few yards, Mr.
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Hilton found a place to turn around and drove back to the location
where young Hilton thought he saw Mr. Kato . Mr. Hilton drove very
slowly until his son spotted the little Japanese lying in the ditch .
"I see him, right over there!" called the boy, pointing toward Kato.
They continued a few feet beyond, turned the truck around once again
and doubled back, parking opposite Mr. Kato . Everyone scrambled
out of the pickup truck and stood looking dov,·n into the ditch at Kato .
Realizing he was being watched, he raised up his head to see what the
disturbance could be . The Hilton family walked slowly down the
embankment.
"Are you all right?" inquired Mr. Hilton.
Kato sat up quickly . "All right, Mister," he answered. "All right,
Mister.''
"Have you been hit by a car?" asked Mrs . Hilton.
"No, no . All right, lady," he responded .
"Are you sure you're all right?" asked Mr. Hilton . "Can you get
up and walk?"
The little man rose very slowly. After a few more questions and
answers, the Hiltons extracted from the very weary traveller the entire
explanation of his being in the drainage ditch. Mr. Hilton was a kindly
man. After he had understood and evaluated the story, he placed his
hand on the little man's shoulder and said, "Why don't you put your
bicycle in the back of our truck and come with us . We will help you
find a place to stay.''
"Where?" asked Kato timidly .
"You can live at our place if you like," suggested Mrs. Hilton.
"You'll be all right there. We'll report your whereabouts to the
authorities; I mean all of us together. What do you think of that?"
"I go with you. Thank you . Thank you."
The Hilton family helped Kato load his bicycle and wicker suitcase
into the pickup truck. Then he climbed in the back. The Hiltons
looked back through the window, smiling at their new little Japanese
friend . Kato, feeling much assured and rested, acknowledged their
kindness with that ever present flashing, toothy grin . The Hiltons
started for home, four miles east of Dinuba .
After Kato was persuaded to live on our neighbor's farm, there
were many days when he bicycled by our home. On some occasions,
when I was near enough to the road, he smiled and waved to me. One
Saturday, on a beautiful late fall day, Mr. Thompson had asked me to
make some Thompson Seedless cuttings. Near the front of our farm
by the road between our driveway and the orange grove lay a strip of
choice soil, ideal for planting grape cuttings. This fertile, silky soil was
most always damp moist, but actually never wet. During the spring
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and summer months it required some light irrigation or sprinkling.
Mr . Thompson had gathered fifteen or twenty grapevine cane
runners, which are long branches growing from the main trunk of the
vine. The Thompson seedless variety have perhaps the longest cane
runners of any other vine, sometimes measuring eight to ten feet in
length and one-qt,Iarter to three-quarters· of an inch in diameter .
These, of course,-'Were choice stock . Mr. Thompson had placed them
near the selected soil to be made into cuttings. With a wooden stick
eighteen inches long in one hand and a pair of cutting snippers in the
other, I situated myself on the ground near the pile of cane runners. I
had just measured and snipped off a few of the eighteen-inch cuttings
when who should appear bicycling along the road but Mr. Kato.
When he was within a few feet, he dismounted and approached me
shyly. He said, "Hello boy." This was his first attempt to make conversation with me. I hesitated to answer; because I remembered my
training not to speak to strangers and not to go away with strangers, I
made no reply. Of course, my being bashful had nothing to do with it
I'm sure. I rose slowly, staring at the grinning little man. "Hello boy .
Me Kato," he said. Still I made no reply. "Are you Thompson boy?"
he asked.
Finally I decided to be friendly and speak to the harmless gentleman. "I guess so," I replied.
"You a nice boy," Kato said. Keeping a bashful eye on him, I
remained very quiet. "You a nice boy," he repeated . "I have two
boys, two like you," said Kato very proudly. "You go to school?" he
asked.
I was still uncertain about launching into a conversation with the
little Oriental. I waited a few seconds and spoke softly . "Yes I go to
school." The conversation lagged dreadfully as we stood scrutinizing
each other minutely. Suddenly something came over me and I opened
up like a talking parrot.
"Your boys go to school?" I asked.
"Oh, yes!"
"If they go to my school, I don't see them. There are no Japanese
boys at my school."
"Not here. Not your school."
"Where do they go to school?"
"In Japan, that way," Kato said, pointing westwardly .
"You come from Japan?"
"Yes. That is right. Mr. Kato from Japan."
"Gee, that's pretty far."
"Pretty far over the ocean," agreed Mr. Kato. "What's your
name?"
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"Donald."
"Mr. Thompson's boy, Donald."
"What are your boys names?"
"One boy name - like in America - Tom," he said proudly .
"Other boy - America name- Philip."
"How big?"
"This big," related Kato, placing his hand along the side of his hip,
"He's a big boy, Philip ." The conversation ended suddenly until Kato
noticed the pile of vine canes and cuttings that I had been working
with. With a burst of enthusiasm, he asked, "What you make there?"
"I'm making cuttings from these runners."
"How you make this?"
"Well, first you take this stick, see?" Kato nodded affirmatively . I
continued, "Then you put the stick alongside of this runner right here,
see? This stick is eighteen inches long and that's how long the vine
cutting has to be ." Kato nodded . "My dad says these vine strips are
very porous and fibrous, whatever that means." Kato watched
intensely . "After I cut up this pile of runners into eighteen-inch
cuttings, I count them into bundles of fifty . Sometimes only twentyfive; whatever my father tells me . I think he wants these in bundles of
one hundred, but I'm not sure."
"I help you," offered Kato as he stooped over and picked up some
of the cuttings I had made while talking to him. "You tell me one
hundred, how much."
''You mean how many,'' I corrected him.
"All right boy. All right Donald ."
"One hundred," I told him . "You count one hundred of these and
tie a wire around them tight, but not too tight."
"How one hundred?" he asked slowly, with a tone of sadness.
"Sure, one hundred. What's the matter? Can't you count to a
hundred? That's easy! Make a bunch of tens ten times ."
"I do not know one hundred America sticks," Kato said.
"Can you count American money?" I asked .
"America money, all right . . . George Washington, one. Mr.
Lincoln, five . Five George Washingtons all the same as one Mr.
Lincoln . All right boy? All right Donald?"
"These sticks, same thing, almost. Here, I'll show you ." I arranged
ten cuttings on the ground about two inches apart. "Now look," I
directed . "One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten!
Now you do that ten times and you have a hundred, all right?" We
repeated the process of counting one through ten over and over many
times.
"You nice boy," Kato assured me. He stayed with me until almost
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dark. That afternoon, Kato and I had started a friendship that I felt
would last for many years. It did. About five o'clock, Mr. Thompson
drove the vineyard wagon along the driveway. It was stacked high
with Muscat cane runners. They were tied with vine twine into large
bundles for easier handling. Mr . Thompson could hardly carry the
heavy bundles. When Kato saw him struggling and staggering, he
made a "quick as lightning" gesture to help him . Typical of the
Japanese race , Kato's legs were short. When he ran, he seemed to
wobble from side to side . I loved to watch him run, and later he knew
it. He ran behind Mr. Thompson, placed his shoulder beneath the
heavy bundle of Muscat cane runners and with one quick hoist lifted
the bundle away from Mr . Thompson as if he were carrying a bag of
feathers . Kato placed the bundle on top of his head Japanese fashion
and, half running and half walking, carried the bundle to an area
where Mr. Thompson had pointed . This would be the new spot for
making Muscat cuttings . With an audible grunt, he tossed the bundle
of freshly cut cane runners six feet into the air. Amazing. It landed
with a crackling thud.
All of this had taken place without a word of greeting or acknowledgment. Mr. Thompson looked puzzled. He was pleased, but
curious. "Who are you, a strong man from a circus?" he asked .
"Mr. Kato," was the answer.
"He's from Japan," I announced proudly.
"You're from Japan?" Mr Thompson asked . "That's very interesting. How long ago?"
"This many," indicated Kato, holding up nine fingers .
"That's nine," I said loudly. The little man gave me a big toothy
grin. "He means nine weeks."
"You Mr. Thompson?" asked Kato.
"That' s right."
"You this boy father?" asked the visitor .
"That's right. He's a mighty fine boy. He's helping me make these
cuttings from these long canes ."
"Oh, I know," responded Kato. "I count. One, two, three, four,
five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten. That right, Mr. Thompson?"
"That's right. What did you say your name was?"
"Mr. Kato, from Japan."
"Hey Dad," I said eagerly, "can I teach him how to make more
cuttings tomorrow?''
"I think tomorrow, Donald, we had better bury these bundles of
cuttings in the ground before they start to dry out.''
"You put in ground and cover up? Yes? Why?" inquired Kato.
"Well, Mr. Kato," began Mr. Thompson, "let me explain some-
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thing to you. This is what is known as callusing cuttings . The best way
to handle these cuttings before planting them in the vineyard is to bury
them in moderately dry sand in a cool place until about two or three
weeks before planting them. The cuttings, as soon as they are tied up
in bundles of one hundred or two hundred with all their butts level,
are buried carefully and evenly in choice soil. The soil should be
packed in between the bundles as much as possible. About three or
four inches of sand or soil should be covered over the tops of the
cuttings, making a perfect level bed . To protect the cuttings from too
much moisture and heat, and to keep them dormant, the top soil
should then be covered with six to eight inches of straw or leaves ."
Kato listened intently, watching every gesture Mr. Thompson made,
shaking his head affirmatively to indicate his understanding of the
explanation.
Mr. Thompson continued, "Depending on the weather, if it's fairly
warm, a light sprinkle of water every other day, just enough to keep
moisture in the soil, is enough water. But if a good rain should come,
you better cover the cuttings with a canvas or maybe too much water
will cause rot or rust and the cuttings will fall apart. After two or three
weeks, just before planting is to start, some of the top soil should be
removed and the buried cuttings should be moistened thoroughly by
sprinkling. Now Kato, the moisture and heat from the sun will start
the process of root formation . The soil must be watched closely and
sprinkled as often as necessary to prevent drying . But be careful,
Kato, to use just enough water to moisten the top layer of soil. Do you
really understand what I am explaining to you?"
"Oh, yes! Yes sir! Yes sir. Thank you! Thank you!"
"Now look here Kato, this is important. In about three or four
weeks, the butts of the cuttings should be examined every few days.
Now listen carefully. As soon as you see signs of white healing tissue ,
look at the joints where very fine hair-like roots are starting to grow .
When the roots are an inch or two long, dig up the entire bundle. It is
likely that there are roots on both ends of the cuttings. The cuttings
are now ready for planting. But remember, if there are roots on both
ends, cut the cutting in two; then you have two cuttings from one
cane. You understand? Donald understands that, don't you boy?"
We both indicated we understood the procedure. "Now don't you
forget," continued Mr. Thompson, "as soon as the roots appear,
start planting. If it takes a few weeks to plant a few acres, be sure to
keep the bundles of cuttings covered with moist soil. You know Kato,
California, especially here around Dinuba and Reedley, is probably
the best place in the United States to grow a vineyard. If you are
interested in starting a vineyard, I suggest you look around here."
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"Mr. Thompson, you nice man . Thank you. Thank you. If all
right, I come back tomorrow."
"Sure Kato," I replied quickly, "come back tomorrow."
"Sure Kato, if Donald says come back, come back tomorrow. But
if you do any work, I'll have to pay you, do you understand?"
"I come tomorrow." The little Nipponese walked to his bicycle,
stood it upright, swung a short leg over the frame and pedalled toward
the Hilton farm. A few yards away he looked back, smiling and
waving.
At seven-fifteen the next morning, Mr. Thompson drank his last
cup of coffee and I "gobbled" down the last mouthful of oatmeal and
milk . We excused ourselves from the table and walked out to the tool
shed. We each picked up a pair of clippers from the work bench and
walked across the driveway to the pile of vine canes. As we
approached the area, who should greet us but Mr. Kato. "Good
morning, Mr. Thompson. Good morning, nice boy.''
"Good morning, Kato," returned Mr. Thompson. "You here
already?"
"Good morning, Kato," I said.
"Make more cuttings?" asked Kato .
"Well, not right now," answered Mr. Thompson . "First I think we
better bury these bundles of cuttings before they get dried out.''
"Not good to bury too soon," assertt;:d Kato .
"How come?" inquired Mr. Thompson.
"Better you put in tub of water up to here," indicated Kato,
pointing about half-way up the bundle of cuttings. "Better you let
stay in water two or three days . I think in two or three days, water all
gone."
"You think that's a good idea?" asked Mr. Thompson .
"Remember what I said about rust and rot. These are my very best
wine grape canes right here in these bundles and I hope to get a good
price for them."
"Oh, yeah, very good. Water open up fibers, make sap stay longer.
You savvy, Mr. Thompson?"
"Savvy? Where did you get that word?"
"Everybody say 'savvy' to me," explained the gentleman from
Japan.
"Well all right, Kato. I savvy. Donald, you get those tubs from
behind the tank house. I'll get those five gallon cans in the barn ."
"I come too," offered Kato .
"Come with me, Kato," Mr. Thompson directed.
Soon we had gathered all the large tubs and cans we could locate in
one place. Placing the cuttings in the tubs and cans, we added water
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until they were submerged about half-way. After we finished this task,
we began making additional cuttings. Kato stayed all morning . All of
us were getting hungry and I was hoping Laura would soon call us for
lunch . Exactly at twelve o'clock, she appeared at the edge of the front
lawn with her arms folded under her apron looking over the situation.
She was trying to decide whether or not she should invite Kato for
lunch. She remembered there wasn't enough bread or butter to spare,
but there was plenty of other food . The three of us waited for Laura to
make an announcement regarding lunch. "Edwin, you and Donald
come in for lunch now.''
"Wait a minute Laura," beckoned Mr. Thompson, holding up one
hand as he walked toward her. "Laura, Donald and I are going to ask
that Japanese gentleman over there to join us for lunch ."
"Suit yourself, Edwin," she replied, "but there isn't much bread or
butter." She turned and went back into the house . Mr. Thompson
told Kato he wanted him to stay for lunch.
"Very dirty now," Kato responded, holding out his arms full
length.
"You can wash up at the house. We have a hand pump and a sink
on the back porch where we always wash up," explained Mr.
Thompson.
"You go," said Kato. "I come right back ." He dropped his
clippers on a burlap sack and ran as fast as his short legs would allow
to his bicycle, straddled it and hurried down the highway. We watched
him until he turned into Mr. Hilton's driveway.
"What's he going to do?" I asked .
"I'm sure I don't know," replied my father, shaking his head.
We went into the back screened porch and washed ourselves for
lunch. During the spring and hot summer months, we ate all our meals
on a large, completely screened in porch. Usually, there was a huge
swarm of flies clinging to the outside of the screen. They were
endeavoring to avoid the heat by crawling their way over the screen,
allowing the cool air from within the house to pass through the wire
screen and cool off their warm bodies. They were not particularly
interested in food.
We had just sat down at the table when we heard a slight noise at the
side yard . It was Kato with a "big as life" toothy grin . "Donald,
unhook the screen door and let him in," directed Mr. Thompson . I
unhooked the screen door and the jubilant Oriental came in and stood
momentarily very close beside me. When Mother joined us, Mr.
Thompson made the introductions . "Kato, this is my wife, Donald's
mother. This is our housekeeper, Laura Ditman."
Kato moved forward one short step, bowed very slightly at the
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waist. "Hello Missie Thompson. Hello Missie housekeeper. Very
happy.''
''Please sit down Kato,'' Mother gestured invitingly.
"Oh, thank you Missie Thompson. You go," responded the polite
Nipponese. We all sat down at our usual places, but Kato remained
standing with his hands behind his back. When we were settled, Kato
moved toward the table very quietly and slowly brought his hands
around to the front of him . He held two beautiful handmade fans in
front of Mother and Laura. "Very hot," he exclaimed. "I bring fans
from Japan, keep cool."
The beautiful fans were made of very thin strips of highly lacquered
bamboo which had been tightly woven into a checkered arrangement.
Laura's fan was lacquered jet black with a delicate painting of a
Japanese couple walking in an Oriental garden. Mother was delighted
with her fan, a beautiful portrait of a Japanese princess, which she
cherished as a keepsake for many years.
Kato ate lunch very slowly.
"I understand you're from Japan," Mother said.
"Oh yes, me Kato from Japan ."
"He's only been here nine weeks," I announced.
"Well, you seem to speak English pretty well for being here only
nine weeks ."
"When I decide to come to America, I go see America authorities in
Japan . They say, 'You better learn talk English, you have better time.
America people like you better .' They say, 'Everything more easy for
you if talk English.' I go see my cousin . He talk good English . Every
night I go see cousin . He talk . I talk. Every night.''
"Mother, he has two boys in Japan and their names are Tom and
Philip," I stated eagerly, trying to be informative.
"Oh yes, that's right Missie Thompson," gleamed Kato.
"Why didn't you bring your wife and the two boys with you,
Kato?" Mother asked .
"They with mother of wife," replied Kato .
"Let's see now," stated Mr. Thompson thoughtfully. "Their
mother -your wife - well as I see it, your sons and your wife are still
in Japan - but that doesn't seem so good."
Kato made no reply. He stopped eating for a moment, raised up his
head and stared beyond us as if in reverence for his wife and two sons.
Mother offered him another helping of tomatoes, saying, "Perhaps
some day she and the boys will come to the United States also."
"Not ever come now," Kato replied slowly and dejectedly .
"Why do you say that, Kato?"
"I come on last boat."
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"But why didn't your wife and boys come with you on that last
boat?" inquired Mr. Thompson.
"She stay in Japan. She stay to take care of her ancestors, father
and mother. In Japan, each generation take care of old generation.
Japanese not like America. Japanese always take care of old people
first," informed the seemingly sad Nipponese.
'' I think he means he came here with the last allotment allowed by
the immigration department," offered Mr. Thompson .
Laura got up from the table, walked over to the icebox and returned
with another pitcher of cool milk . She refilled my glass first. Then as
she stood alongside of Kato filling his glass, she placed her hand on his
back. He smiled.
"Are you going back to Japan some day?" she asked.
Kato looked at her longingly and replied, "Some day, Missie housekeeper. Some day I go.''
Kato came to our ranch every day for almost four weeks . At the end
of the fourth week, with the periodical help of Jim Rogers and my
brother, there were nearly twelve-thousand Thompson seedless cuttings buried alongside our driveway. One day, Mr. Thompson waited
for a car to pass by before venturing onto the county highway .
Recognizing the driver to be Mr . Hilton, he beckoned for him to slow
down and stop. Both men got out of their respective cars. Mr. Hilton
crossed over the highway and greeted Mr. Thompson.
"How are you, Ed?"
"Good Ted, and you?" responded Mr. Thompson .
"Fine thanks. How are things going with you and Mrs.
Thompson?"
"Well, we're just about finished with the pruning for this year."
"You're always ahead of me, Ed."
"We've been making up a few thousand cuttings. Got around
twelve-thousand of those seedless variety, and I thought if you would
like some after they have rooted you could drive over with your vineyard wagon and load up. They're yours for the coming after them ."
"That's darn nice of you, Ed . Thanks a million," Mr. Hilton
replied. "I'll be over in a few weeks."
"Say, by the way Ted . A Japanese fellow says his name is Kato has
been coming over here every day for almost a month now. He says he
is staying at your place. Does he belong to you, I mean, are you hiring
him? He's been working with the boys, fixing these cuttings. I offered
to pay him because he's here most of the day, but he won't take any
money.''
Mr . Hilton voluntarily explained to Mr. Thompson the circumstances as to how he and his family became acquainted with Kato .
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"Then there are no ties to speak of between you and him, other
than the fact that he might feel obligated more or less to you for helping him out," stated Mr. Thompson.
"That's about it," replied Mr. Hilton. "This place where he's
staying over my barn isn't much. It's not what you'd call a home or a
house. I won't let him have any fires or things like that. I feel sorry for
him."
"Let me ask you, Ted. Would it be all right with you if I let him stay
on my place, over there in that house by the irrigation canal?"
"Oh sure, Ed. That's mighty nice of you," responded Mr. Hilton.
"Poor fellow has had a rough go of it."
"Yeah, I know," agreed Mr. Thompson.
Within a few days, Kato moved into his new living quarters near the
drying yard alongside the canal. He was, of course, very humble.
After a few weeks of living alone in his "big" house, he asked Mr.
Thompson if he could invite a Japanese friend to live with him. Mr.
Thompson agreed; never at any time charging him rental. I do not
believe Kato ever worked for wages for my father; because he would
never accept any. However, he always managed to "stop in" at our
place at least once a week. I can not remember a time of his coming
into our yard that he didn't bring a gift to some member of our
family. At least once a week, without fail, he brought a box of White
Owl cigars for Mr. Thompson.
In the early weeks of the following spring, Kato asked Mr.
Thompson if he could purchase twenty-five hundred rooted
Thompson Seedless cuttings. Of course my father was insulted. He
would not sell the cuttings to Kato, but he would give them to him.
This was, perhaps, the kindest offer in Kato's entire life . This
particular spring, when the time had come for the rooted cuttings to
be dug up, Kato was there every day. He helped separate, count, snip
into, trim, wrap, tie and clean up. He had become a professional
handler of very young, tender vines. He loved it.
Word soon spread throughout the Valey that Ed Thompson had
many thousand vine cuttings of the seedless variety . Anyone seeking
information regarding young seedless vines was promptly advised,
"Why don't you go see Ed Thompson. He's got all kinds of cuttings.
Mostly seedless. His place is about four miles east of Dinuba. You
can't miss it; there are four cement lamp posts and a half-moon driveway in the front yard." For many years, this was a landmark for giving or finding directions. Farmers and fruit growers came from miles
around to converse with Mr. Thompson about the vine cuttings that
produced the world famous eating grapes and the finest all-purpose
raisins .
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Many of the growers desiring the new seedless vines were not in a
financial position to pay for them. Over a period of years, Mr.
Thompson actually gave away thousands of young vines . Usually, the
interested grower would state he just came to the Valley, was just
getting started, and had all his money tied up in tools, tractors and
other farm implements . I can remember many times, if the story was
one of hard luck and despair, Mr . Thompson not only gave them the
cuttings free of charge, but would also make a loan or give them
enough money to live on until the borrower found work or until one
of his crops was harvested. Nearly always, the loan was made without
a written note or security. As a result, Mr . Thompson lost many
thousands of dollars; not only was he a poor businessman, but also,
his heart was too big for his own good. His excuse was that he wanted
to see the Valley grow, prosper and thrive on the world's finest
vineyards . Mother said many, many times, "Edwin, you're making a
big mistake; giving away your vines and your money. Someday you
may need the money yourself.''
His reply was usually, "Don't worry Margaret dear; farmers are
trustworthy people .''
In the summer of the following year, Kato asked Mr. Thompson if
he could have the seeds from the freshly picked prunes, apricots,
plums and peaches . He also asked for the branches which were pruned
from the same trees each year. Mr. Thompson granted his wishes .
With great patience and much tedious toil, the little Japanese placed
the seeds in containers of water until tliey opened up and showed signs
of new life. Then he planted the seeds in shallow flats. When the seeds
had developed into a very tiny tree with minute roots, he transplanted
the tree into the ground, damp sawdust or shavings. The branches
from the various fruit trees he had obtained from Mr . Thompson were
planted directly into soft sandy soil. Mr. Thompson allowed Kato to
plant the very small trees between the rows of the grapevines, placing
redwood shavings under and around the trunks of the sprouting and
budding trees . As soon as the planted fruit slip obtained strong
healthy roots, Kato cleared the area between the vines . Within a year,
he had many thousands of small growing fruit trees; well on his way
toward having his own nursery.
Years later when Mr. Thompson decided to plant orchards of persimmons, pomegranates, quince and a special variety of figs on his
forty acres of land near the foothills, he mentioned his plans to Kato .
Kato asked him, "How many?"
"Oh, I think about ten acres of each," Mr. Thompson informed
him.
Three days later, Kato delivered all the fruit trees Mr . Thompson
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had described on the forty acres of land . Kato refused to be reimbursed . These types of trees were very rare and scarce. Where did Kato
find them? How far did he go to pick them up? We never knew. When
asked, his only reply was, "You help me many times . Now me help
you. Pay you back." And so the good understanding, the great relationship and communication between the Thompson family and the
little Japanese immigrant became even more affable.
One day after Kato was well on his way to becoming a successful
nursery operator, supplying ranchers with many varieties of fruit
trees, he drove a brand new pickup truck into our driveway and
stopped opposite the side screened porch door. He sounded the horn
on his new truck. This was very unusual. We were surprised and
somewhat disturbed, because he most always made his approaches in
a shy manner. But naturally we practically ran to greet him. His big,
flashy, toothy smile was so broad his eyes were nearly squinted closed .
Mr. Thompson, my mother, my brother and I gathered at the new
pickup truck. Mother greeted him, "Kato you seem awfully pleased
and happy about something ."
"Oh yeah, Missie Thompson, very happy today," he replied .
"What are you so happy about, Kato?"
"Oh, very good news from Japan," exclaimed the elated Kato.
"I bet your boys are coming here to see you!" injected Clarence .
"No, no," replied Kato. "Here! Got big letter from Japan!" He
reached into his shirt pocket and gave the letter to Mother. She
unfolded it while Kato's grin gleamed over her left arm at the papers .
"Kato, I can't read this," chuckled Mother. "I can't read Japanese
writing . Here, you better read it to us ."
"Oh very sorry, Missie Thompson. I read for you, but first I give
you nice presents from Japan." Kato removed an armful of gifts from
the seat of the pickup. "First present for the big boy, Clarence. This
here, a Japanese puzzle . This one here, Japanese fish kite for Donald.
Mr. Thompson, you like White Owl cigars, all right? Now Missie
Thompson, you open this one ."
The package was a little larger than a cardboard suit box. Mother
removed a light linen cloth; next, a very light Japanese rice paper
covered a tightly woven wicker box. We stood by with anticipation
while she unfastened the lid . She raised the top very slowly. First was
another layer of blue rice paper. On top of the colorful paper lay a
small pale pink card.
"You read," directed Kato . "You read America writing, Missie
Thompson."
Written in perfect English, each letter and word on the card had
been beautifull scrolled in an artistic fashion . Immediately, Mother's
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face possessed an understanding expression.
"What does it say, Margaret?" asked Mr. Thompson.
"It says ... 'To a very beautiful American lady from a very happy
mother, but a sad wife, in a far away land'."
"What is it, Mother? Why don't you open it?" I said.
After unfolding the paper covering, she held up her hand and
exclaimed excitedly, "It's beautiful! The most beautiful Japanese
robe I have ever seen!"
She removed the exquisite garment from the box. As it unfolded, it
revealed a most elegant full length Japanese robe with radiant colored
flower patterns of cherry blossoms, hand embroidered upon a basic
material of raw silk. Every decorative blossom reflected a brilliant
hue, highlighted by tinted threads of blending shades. It was truly a
tapestry, a work of art, accomplished as a result of endless hours of
tedious needlework. The robe was interlined entirely with colorful
reddish raw silk . The long, big square sleeves nearly touched the
ground.
"Why don't you put it on?" suggested Clarence .
"Oh yeah, Missie Thompson. You put on." Kato agreed as he held
the robe for Mother to slip into . It looked beautiful on her. Kato
looked into the box .
"Oh here, oh lookie here! This here Obi," exclaimed Kato.
"Oh, that's like a very wide sash with a big bow in back," Mother
explained. "What did you say it was, Kato?"
"Obi, Missie Thompson. Hold one end to your side, like so; now
turn around, like so."
Mother followed Kato's instructions as the obi fitted high around
her waist and bosom. While we were admiring it, Laura came to the
top step of the porch with her arms folded under her apron.
"Land sakes Margaret, where in the name of goodness are you
going to wear that thing?" she asked. "And besides, what is it?"
"Oh, Missie Housekeeper," projected Kato, "I have something for
you." H e ran to the truck once again, grabbed a small package and
gave it to Laura. "Hope you like it."
She opened the small parcel and unfolded an exquisite gold fan,
accented with genuine minute white pearls.
Mr. Thompson could not restrain himself any longer. He asked,
"Kato, why are you doing all this? What's this all about?"
"You come here," motioned Kato, indicating he wanted everyone
to sit down on the back porch steps. We did as he beckoned. " I read
letter from wife in Japan," Kato said.
Clarence and I sat down on the sidewalk while Kato sat on the steps.
Mother sat on one side of him and Mr. Thompson sat on the other.
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"Will you translate the letter?" Mother asked.
"Oh yes, Missie Thompson," Kato replied. He began, first reading
a portion of the letter to himself, then translating it to the best spoken
English he knew. He said, "My wife say . .. Nobel husband . ..
Long time pass ... Many months when I tell you going to have child
. . . Child come . . . another big boy . . . Big boy like other big boys
. .. All the time brothers, uncles, cousins, ancestors come to see new
boy. Everyone very happy .. . Boy has lots of hair ... She hope I
happy." Kato held a blank expression on his face as he paused for a
brief moment. He continued, "She says Kato much loved ... Earth
turn many times, but no Kato . . . No Kato daytime .. . No Kato
nighttime . .. Cherry blossoms come every year, but she no see, she
no pick blossoms . . . She wait for Kato ... She say Kato come
home to Japan . .. She say America too big .. . Say Kato work too
hard for America money . .. She want Kato, no America money.''
He stopped reading, withdrew a handkerchief and wiped it across his
face. There were no tears; emotion was evident in his voice and facial
expressions. "She say ... Come home . . . Come back to Japan
.. . All live together in one place with all the boys . . . She now all
the time very sad and all the time very happy." Squinting far beyond
the new truck he said, "Some day I go to her."
Focusing on the letter, he read, "The two boys want to see Kato .
They grow very fast .. . This big now ... She say she send all presents in one big box . . . One big box to America lady and small boxes
to her sons . .. Maybe some day America lady and her family come
to see her . She tell about big sickness all over. Many small earthquakes . .. Almost every day ground shakes in Japan . .. Then she
say goodbye."
Kato slowly folded the letter and stood holding it directly in front of
him, turning it over and over, looking at it reverently.
No one spoke . Mother seemed to be on the verge of crying. "That's
a very nice letter, Kato," she said . "Do you hear from her often?"
"Maybe once every two months," Kato replied .
"Well, how often do you write to her?"
"Oh, maybe one time three months."
"Kato, there is something I don't understand," Mr. Thompson
stated.
"You ask me . I tell you."
"Well, you've been over here in America for a few years now . How
is it your wife has had this child without your being with her?"
Without hesitation Kato replied. He began laughing very loudly;
then with an air of proudness he quickly related, "Oh, my brother
take care of that!''
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Mother's mouth dropped open slightly. A very faint, but audible
"Oh!" could be heard . She was surprised and shocked, but said
nothing. Mr. Thompson shoved both of his hands in his back pockets,
Will Rogers style, turned his back to Kato and beamed into an understanding smirk. Clarence might have understood the meaning of the
incident, but I know I was too young to comprehend the significance .
Many months passed and Kato prospered. Later, he sent for his two
older sons, Tom and Philip, who were in Japan. They were allowed to
enter the United States and live with their father . They attended the
same grammar school as I, in Sultana. The older boy was sixteen and
his brother was fifteen . They were enrolled in the third grade. In the
evenings after supper, the boys came to our home and I helped them
with English, reading, writing and arithmetic.
When the two Japanese boys were nineteen and twenty years old,
their father had managed to purchase two very large trucks. He and
the boys established themselves in the fruit and vegetable trucking
business; supplying the wholesale markets in San Francisco and Los
Angeles .
As time went on, we lost contact with Kato and his two boys. Our
relationship diminished, except for one dramatic day years later which
I will reveal in a future chapter. We often reminisced about Kato, his
wife and family. We surmised that perhaps in the late thirties, when
World War II was beginning to brew, Kato and his two boys were
asked to return to Japan . We never knew for certain.
Of all the associations we had with Kato, I believe the outstanding
ones were the receiving of the gifts from Japan. Mother Thompson
cherished the beautiful robe. It was the only gift in her entire lifetime
that she had received from a person living in a foreign land. Although
she did not wear the robe, for reasons I cannot explain or really know,
she took extremely good care of it, realizing perhaps that some day it
would pass to another beautiful lady. And so it did : to my wife, Jean .

44

Capital Punishment
by Walter E. Switzer

On 18 February 1972, for the second time in four years, the seven
justices of the California Supreme Court decided the fate of convicted
murderer Robert Page Anderson, who had been sentenced to die in
San Quentin's gas chamber. 1 With the publication of their opinion,
the six justices in the majority seemingly brought to an end a judicial
and political struggle to prohibit capital punishment in California
which had been building in intensity since the execution of Caryl
Chessman in May of 1960. Reversing its first Anderson opinion, and
in the face of an imminent decision by the United States Supreme
Court on the same question under the U.S. Constitution, 2 the
California Supreme Court declared that the California Constitution
prohibited capital punishment. 3 Thus, the death penalty was
abolished in California by judicial decree.
The decision was immediately denounced by many politicians and
citizens groups. • A campaign was mounted to reinstate capital punishment; and less than nine months after the court's action, the voters of
California negated the second Anderson decision by approving a constitutional amendment which expressly allowed the death penalty. 5
This paper examines the events and judicial actions leading up to
these momentous occurrences. Such an examination may help to
explain why six justices of the California Supreme Court, including
Chief Justice Donald R. Wright, who Governor Ronald Reagan
claimed had indicated that he would not support abolition of the
death penalty, 6 felt compelled to declare capital punishment unconstitutional. A close examination of the judicial and historical background of Anderson II may also help to explain why the court's
decision was reversed by the state electorate.
With the publication of Anderson II, California became unique in
that no other state had ever had its highest court declare the death
penalty unconstitutional. But the California judicial system has long
been a battleground for the issue of whether the state has the right to
take the lives of its citizens as punishment for crimes those citizens
may have committed. The epic struggle of Caryl Chessman from his
death sentence on 25 June 1948 until his execution on 2 May 1960
focused national and world-wide attention on how California chose to
deal with the ultimate penalty. Chessman's execution seemed to mark
the beginning of a new era of struggle in which lawyers for the hun-
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dreds of people sentenced to death brought more and more challenges
before the courts. 7 Ultimately the Supreme Courts of both the United
States and California were forced to make attempts to decide the
controversy once and for all. 8 Since California has been a leading state
in the number of people executed, 9 much of this litigation took place
in the state. Both of the major rulings on the death penalty in
California came in the years following Chessman's execution in 1960.
On the morning of 2 May 1960, a small amount of cyanide was
mixed in a vat of sulphuric acid in front of Chessman in San Quentin
Prison's gas chamber in Marin County, California. The execution
caused a sensation around the world . The Scandinavian nations called
for a world-wide end to capital punishment. 10 Hundreds of students
chanted "murderers" and "assassins" outside the United States
Embassy in Montevideo . 11 Rioting broke out in Lisbon where demonstrators hurled rocks through the United States Embassy Library's
windows. 12
Not all responses were unfavorable, however. Some reactions in the
United States were particularly strong in support of the execution.
Former President Harry S. Truman stated, "He ought to have been
executed long ago." 13 Truman then added that the struggle for Chessman's life "was a Iotta hooey stirred up to get your mind off what's
happening . " 14
California's major newspapers lined up in support of carrying out
the death sentence. The Sacramento Bee editorialized:
The world-wide attention which the case attracted was due to a propaganda
campaign in which the basic facts were grossly misrepresented .
. . . if misleading propaganda and commercialism had prevailed over the law and
the verdicts of the courts, then far greater harm would have been done to the system of
law, to society and to the good name of California than ever could accrue from
executing Chessman .,,

An editorial in the Los Angeles Times stated more simply : ''Chessman
and his lawyers made a dirty trifle of habeas corpus, playing with a
jewel on a dung heap ." 16
A further reaction was a sense that the time had arrived for a full
airing of the subject of capital punishment. An editorial in the San
Francisco Chronicle determined that it was now "desirable" that the
state electorate have an opportunity to vote on the question of
abolition. 1 7
The death of Chessman was thus a natural rallying point for those
Californians who sought an end to use of the gas chamber. State
Senator Fred S. Farr of Monterey felt that Chessman's execution had
improved the chances that his bill to abolish the death sentence, which
had been defeated two months earlier in March, would now pass, and
he promised to reintroduce it during the next year. 1 8 In a statement
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made soon after Chessman's death, Governor Edmund G. Brown
reiterated his desire to see California end capital punishment., 9
Most of the speculation on ending the use of death as punishment
centered on legislative changes such as the bill by Senator Farr, a
similar bill proposed by Assemblyman Lester A. McMillan of Los
Angeles, 20 and ballot measures for the electorate to vote into law. 21
Yet all of these efforts would ultimately fail. Abolitionists attempting
to convince legislators and the public of the alleged evils of capital
punishment had little success. Legislators must stand for election
periodically, and their constituencies remained, for the most part, in
favor of capital punishment.
Another strategy, however, was beginning to gain the attention of
abolitionists. This method of abolition could sidestep the enduring
problem of the popularity of the death sentence. It was, simply stated,
to have the courts declare capital punishment unconstitutional.
The idea of obtaining a judicial decision to abolish capital punishment either in the United States Supreme Court or in the California
Supreme Court must have seemed farfetched at first. Only a few hints
of possible success were to be found in American case law . One was in
the United States Supreme Court opinion concerning the fate of
several young Black men convicted of rape in Scottsboro, Alabama.
In 1932, the court ruled that in a capital case the accused has a right
under the Sixth Amendment to an attorney. 22 The court held that the
help of a lawyer in a capital case is a hmdamental right which applies
to state criminal proceedings by way of the Fourteenth Amendment's
due process protections . 23 The court obviously felt that capital cases
deserved closer scrutiny than non-capital cases.
Another case which offered the abolitionists some hope was the 1958
United States Supreme Court holding in Trop v. Dulles. 24 The court
held that deprivation of citizenship as a penalty for military desertion
was prohibited as "cruel and unusual" and thus illegal under the
Eighth Amendment. 25 The Supreme Court invited speculation as to the
future prohibitions, such as abolition of capital punishment, by saying
that the amendment's "cruel and unusual" phrase "must draw its
meaning from the evolving standards of decency that mark the progress of a maturing society.'' 26
In 1961, Gerald H. Gottlieb, a Los Angeles anti-trust lawyer,
published an article in the Southern California Law Review which
cited Trop and went on to claim that the constitutionality of the death
penalty was questionable under the "changed and advanced standards
of our civilization. " 27 Thus Gottlieb helped to begin the process of
taking the abolitionist cause to the courts instead of the legislature.
The article also brought up a point which became crucial in 1972
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when the California Supreme Court decided Anderson II: is the
Eighth Amendment use of "cruel and unusual" conjunctive or
disjunctive? If it is disjunctive then a punishment need only be either
cruel or unusual to be unconstitutional and thus theoretically easier to
prohibit. Gottlieb also pointed out that California's constitution was
expressly in the disjunctive ("cruel or unusual") 28 and thus prophetically indicated that capital punishment under the California Constitution might be easier to ban than it would be under the United States
Constitution. 29
A decision by the California Supreme Court declaring the deatb
penalty unconstitutional under the state constitution would not be
reversable by the United States Supreme Court since a state's highest
court is generally the final authority on the state's constitution. 30
At about the same time as Gottlieb's article appeared in California,
the Texas Law Review published an article by Walter E. Oberer, a
Professor of Law at the University of Texas, which helped to begin an
assault on the techniques used to gain capital convictions. 31 In
American courts in 19~1 it was standard practice to disqualify jurors
in capital cases if they professed to have scruples against capital punishment. Oberer queried if this procedure was not a violation of due
process since it might result in juries more likely to convict. 32
The ideas expressed in the articles by Gottlieb and Oberer implied
that an alternate route was available to the abolitionists who had been
defeated in attempts to end the death penalty through legislative
action. The alternative was judicial action. But since the authors of
these articles were merely individuals suggesting new areas of
exploration, their idea that the death penalty could be questioned was
powerless unless a judicial institution were to take an interest.
Two years later such an interest began to develop. In October 1963,
United States Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg issued a dissenting opinion concerning Alabama and Virginia rape cases which
disagreed with the high court's decision to allow the Black defendants
to be executed. Joined by Justices William J. Brennan and William 0.
Douglas, Goldberg stated that he thought the court should decide if
death as a punishment for rape is unconstitutional. 33
_
Goldberg's dissent in Rudolph "jolted" one group of lawyers into
action. 34 In 1939, the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People had formed a corporation known as the Legal
Defense and Education Fund, or simply, the Legal Defense Fund . 3 5
The Legal Defense Fund began with one lawyer, Thurgood Marshall
(who later became the first Black United States Supreme Court
justice), but by 1963 it had several lawyers under the direction of
Columbia Law School graduate Jack Greenberg. 36
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The Legal Defense Fund had by this time won many impressive victories for equality under the law. The Legal Defense Fund's greatest
triumph was Brown v. Board of Education 37 which declared separate
but "equal" schools for separate races to be unconstitutional.
Goldberg's opinion in the Rudolph case spurred three Legal
Defense Fund lawyers - Michael Meltsner, Frank Heffron and Leroy
Clark - to attempt to convince director Greenberg that the best way
to protect Black defendants in capital cases was to focus on the
constitutionality of capital punishment. A few months later
Greenberg was convinced, and the first steps were taken to lay the
groundwork for challenging state death penalty statutes . 38
The advisability of such a challenge must have seemed somewhat in
doubt even after Goldberg's dissent in Rudolph . Not one state court
of last resort had yet declared death unconstitutional as a punishment.
Moreover, the United States Supreme Court was facing increasing
criticism, which would grow throughout the decade, because of its
interventionist stand on civil rights and . police interrogation of
suspects. 39 And yet possibly because human lives were ultimately to be
lost if the struggle were not waged and won, the Legal Defense Fund
set out to change the foundations of American criminal and constitutional law.
In 1967, when Meltsner, Heffron and Clark were exploring where
they might find allies outside the Legal Defense Fund to join them in
the undertaking, they discovered that only a few public figures had
taken stands against the death penalty. Indeed, it appeared to them
that the defeat of several governors, including Edmund "Pat" Brown
of California in 1966, could be partially attributed to their stands
against capital punishment. 40 The American League to Abolish
Capital Punishment, which was headed by Sara R. Ehrmann, could
hardly afford a mimeograph machine and met defeat after defeat in
state legislatures. 41 However, those working as lawyers for the Legal
Defense Fund must have slowly realized that their idea of judicial
intervention offered the only chance for victory even if that chance
were a slim one.
Supporters within the Legal Defense Fund were much easier to find,
and perhaps the most important to join the cause was Anthony G.
Amsterdam. Amsterdam graduated summa cum laude from the
University of Pennsylvania School of Law in 1960 and was chosen by
United States Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter as· his law
clerk. After returning to the University of Pennsylvania as law
professor in 1962, Amsterdam began to work for the Legal Defense
Fund. He soon was that organization's authority on capital cases. 42
The need for action by the Legal Defense Fund grew increasingly
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apparent as events unfolded in California during the middle years of
the 1960s. Ronald Reagan was elected Governor in 1966, and one of
his promises chilled the abolitionists of the Legal Defense Fund; he
had promised that when elected he would carry out all capital sentences unhesitatingly. 43
Then on 12 April 1967, Aaron Mitchell was scheduled to die in
California's gas chamber at San Quentin. Mitchell had been convicted
of first degree murder after a policeman was killed when Mitchell
attempted to hold up the Stadium Club in Sacramento. 44 There had
been 500 previous executions in California; 194 by breathing a mixture
of sulphuric acid and cyanide fumes at San Quentin, and 306 by
hanging at San Quentin and Folsom. 45 It has been more than four
years, however, since the SOOth prisoner, James Bentley, had been
executed. 46
In California the case attracted a substantial amount of attention . It
began with a controversy over Mitchell's clemency hearing. Governor
Brown had always attended clemency hearings for those condemned,
but Governor Reagan chose not to attend Mitchell's hearing . 47 After
the hearing Evander C. Smith, Mitchell's attorney denounced
Reagan's absence and stated that Reagan's presidential ambitions
kept him away. 48 Reagan responded, "Mr. Mitchell's attorney is a liar
and I don't use that word lightly . " 49
To add to the drama, Senator Moscone had previously introduced
Senate Bill 403 in the California legislature which provided for the
abolition of the death penalty. The Senate was due to debate and vote
on his bill at about the same time as Mitchell was scheduled to be put
to death . 50 Mitchell's time was quickly running out.
On the morning of 12 April 1967, the prisoner was carried by guards
to the gas chamber in San Quentin. He had marks across his forearms
where he had slashed himself with a razor blade the day before. 5 ,
Outside 500 .demonstrators called for an end to capital punishment.
They were opposed by a "smaller number" of counter-demonstrators
calling for the continuation of legal executions. 52 George Lincoln
Rockwell, leader of the American National Socialist Workers (Nazi)
Party, carried a sign reading: "Gas - The Cure For Black Crime and
Red Treason." 53
As Mitchell was strapped into the gas chamber chair he screamed,
" I am Jesus Christ!" 54 An eyewitness reported that twelve minutes
after the chemicals were mixed in front of Mitchell he was dead. 55
Two hours after the execution, the California Senate Committee on
Governmental Efficiency rejected Moscone's bill to abolish capital
punishment. 56
The dismay felt at Mitchell's death must have been great among the
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Legal Defense Fund lawyers, for it appears that they had the legal
tools available to prevent the execution and would have done so if they
had found out about Mitchell in time. Anthony Amsterdam later
recalled that the attorneys of the Legal Defense Fund "just didn't
know" about Mitchell. 57 At that time they were only beginning to
expand their efforts to states outside the South . They had but "a very
few" lawyers spread out over the forty-one states with death penalty
statutes and thus experienced a "cross-up of communications."
Amsterdam even stated that if one of the hundreds of people who
were demonstrating against the execution outside of San Quentin had
"simply gotten on the telephone and known who to call," then
' 'Mitchell's gassing could have been stopped . 58
The events at San Quentin shocked the lawyers for the Legal
Defense Fund into action. New executions were being planned by the
Reagan administration, and the abolitionists feared that any delay
might result in more death sentences being carried out in California. 59
Two Legal Defense Fund lawyers, Leroy Clark and Charles S.
Ralston, were in California when Mitchell was put to death. 60 They
contacted Gerald Marcus, head of a group called Californians Against
Capital Punishment, and he arranged for a meeting of attorneys who
were to work on preventing any more executions at San Quentin. One
of these attorneys, Paul Halvonik of the American Civil Liberties
Union of Northern California, suggested a daring new tactic: bring a
class action on behalf of all of Californi~'s death row inmates. 61
Success in such a suit would buy precious time for those convicts
who were without further recourse or even legal representation while
individual cases which could effect the entire death row population
were traveling up the court system towards a final disposition and the
ultimate decision on the constitutionality of capital punishment. A
class action lawsuit, however, was not normally used in the criminal
field. It was a common tool in civil cases but only a federal district
court in Florida, at about the time Halvonik came up with the idea
independently, 62 had a judge actually ruled that the concept had legal
merit and stopped all executions in a state on behalf of such a class. 63
Nonetheless, the case was prepared by Legal Defense Fund lawyers
and Halvonik.
The papers were presented to federal court in San Francisco and the
case was assigned to Judge Robert E. Peckham, who had been
appointed by Lyndon Johnson in 1966. 64 The argument was threepronged. First, a writ of habeas corpus was brought in Peckham's
federal district court to have him intervene in the state capital convictions of those on San Quentin's death row on the grounds that their
convictions and sentences violated the due process and equal protec-

51

tion clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution. Second, the petitioners requested stays of their sentences and legal assistance which was to be provided by California.
Third, declaratory relief was sought by way of the court stating that
death sentences are per se unconstitutional. The relief was sought not
only for those expressly named in the petition but for all those in the
class of similarly situated individuals. Judge Peckham was also
requested to issue a restraining order against all executions while he
pondered the questions presented . 65
On 5 July 1967, to the surprise of those who developed the legal
presentation 66 and to the relief of the nine men who had execution
dates during the next two months, 67 Judge Peckham ordered a stay of
all executions in California. 68
In his Hill opinion Judge Peckham stated that he felt "compelled"
to exercise the court's power granted by statute. 69 He also cited case
law and went on to say:
... a court must have the power to prevent the execution of an applicant so that it
may have the time to make a deliberate judgment whether· it can properly entertain the
application and, if so, whether the application has merit. 70

The Attorney General of California, Thomas Lynch, felt differently. Two days later he applied to the Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit for a writ which would reverse the stay. A hearing was set for
three days later, 10 July 1967. With so much at stake in so short a
time, Amsterdam was flown in from New York and feverishly helped
to prepare a brief in defense of Peckham's stay. The Court of Appeals
agreed with Amsterdam's oral argument - that the inmates had a
vital interest in avoiding the gas chamber until their appeals might be
heard - and refused to interfere with the lower court's deliberations .
Thus, the attention of the abolitionists shifted back to Judge
Peckham's district court for a ruling on the merits of the class aCtion
petition. 71
Just over a month and one-half after the first Hill opinion, which
stayed all executions temporarily, Judge Peckham issued his second,
and determinative, Hill decision . On 24 August 1967 he terminated the
previously ordered stay of executions. 72 and dismissed the claims for
declaratory and injunctive relief. 73 Peckham felt that the issues could
be resolved without resort to a habeas corpus class suit. 74 He proposed
instead a system of procedures to be followed for death row inmates
on an individual basis . Attorney General Lynch was ordered by Judge
Peckham to furnish the court and the lawyers representing Joshua Hill
(the petitioner) a list of all condemned persons. The Attorney General
was also required to allow those lawyers access to state prisons so that
they could interview and counsel the condemned . Each individual
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defendant would then have the opportunity to file a writ of habeas
corpus. 75
Thus, the Legal Defense Fund's goal of stopping all executions with
one stroke failed, but a mechanism for accomplishing the same purpose through individual efforts was provided; those attorneys
interested in thwarting legal executions were to be provided with
exceptional assistance in locating and interviewing convicts who were
on their way to the gas chamber. The value in this was that each
prisoner's legal options could be analyzed in a deliberate fashion and
last minute scrambles to stay the hand of the executioner could be
avoided. A "cross-up of communications" now would be less likely to
occur .
Judge Peckham also listed a final procedure which he believed must
be taken before the issues could be resolved in federal court under the
individual habeas corpus actions : adjudication in state court of the
argument that capital punishment was cruel and unusual when implemented without standards . He went on to state that since all state
remedies must be exhausted before a habeas corpus action may be
entertained in federal court, the defendant's case should return to the
state court system for resolution of this new issue. 76
The Legal Defense Fund lawyers were "delighted" to comply. 77 In
terms of what the abolitionists were seeking, the delay this could cause
was second in desirability only to an outright ban on executions in
California. The overall effect was to pass the decision on to a new
court; Peckham's action was to set the stage for the first great confrontation before the California Supreme Court on the issue of the
constitutionality of capital punishment.
The abolitionists soon had new papers prepared to present to
California state court in order to comply with Judge Peckham's
decision. The petitions were filed on behalf of Robert Page Anderson,
who had been found guilty of first degree murder and three counts of
attempted murder, and Frederick Saterfield who had been convicted
of two counts of murder. 78
The case was argued orally before the California Supreme Court by
Amsterdam for the petitioners and Albert W. Harris for the state.
Lincoln Wirin and Gerald Gottlieb of the American Civil Liberties
Union were amicus curiae. 79 During the arguments Amsterdam sensed
that a majority of the justices were sympathetic to the cause of
abolition. 80
Almost eight months later, on 18 November 1968, the court issued
its opinion. Four justices wrote on the issues, and their combined
opinions reached sixty pages . Clearly the court had struggled in
forming its stand, but in the end the abolitionists had lost by a vote of
4 to 3.
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Justice Louis H . Burke wrote the majority opinion. He was joined
by Justices Raymond Sullivan, Stanley Mosk and Marshall McComb .
Justice Mathew Tobriner wrote a dissent which was concurred in by
Chief Justice Roger Traynor and Justice Raymond Peters .
Justice Burke began his opinion by stating that retention or
abolition of capital punishment should be a question of policy which
should fall within the powers of the state legislature or the state electorate. 81 This struck at the heart of the Legal Defense Fund's strategy
since it excluded judicial interference . Burke went on to expressly state
that "the death penalty is constitutional and does not constitute cruel
or unusual punishment. " 82 He rejected the contention that the
average thousand day wait on death row caused a cruel and unusual
deterioration of the personality of the prisoners. The fact that the
California Supreme Court had ruled that Caryl Chessman's eleven
year wait for execution was not cruel and unusual was noted . 83
Justice Burke did rule, however, that the petitioners had been sentenced in a manner which violated the Witherspoon decision handed
down by the United States Supreme Court only five months before.
That opinion had held that states may not exclude people from a
capital case jury solely because they are against capital punishment
since some of those excluded might well be able to lay aside their
personal feelings and act as impartial members of the jury. 84
This had special significance in California since capital trials are
bifurcated into a guilt phase and then a penalty phase. 85 Thus, Justice
Burke ordered that Anderson and Saterfield be given new trials on the
issue of penalty only. 86 This, of course, meant more delays and was
therefore a partial victory for the abolitionists; but on the ultimate
question Justice Burke stated that the court would not "nullify the
legislative judgment as to the appropriate penalties for the heinous
crime of first degree murder . 87
Justice McComb wrote a separate opinion joining with the majority
in its holding that capital punishment is constitutional, but dissented
from the majority's opinion that Witherspoon made new penalty trials
necessary. He felt that the executions should have been allowed. 88
Justice Tobriner's dissent began by joining with Justice Burke in his
holding that Witherspoon made new penalty trials necessary.
Tobriner, however, would have gone even further; he felt that the lack
of standards in California's death penalty statutes 89 caused them to be
in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution in that the death penalty jury had no guidance and the final
decision on life or death could be the result of "whim and caprice
... the antithesis of due process. " 90
Tobriner believed that the lack of standards in the penalty phase of
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the trial also violated the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment since the trier of fact would have unguided discretion in
deciding which capital defendants should suffer death and which
would be given life imprisonment. 91 He went on to state:
If a civilized society cannot say why one man should be executed and another not, it
does not rationally, logically, take life. Instead it grossly denies due process of law in
inflicting death upon the basis of a trial that is capricious, discriminatory, and guessinfested."

Justice Tobriner, however, stopped short of declaring capital
punishment unconstitutional per se. He addressed his argument only
to the penalty phase and thus implied that capital punishment would
be acceptable once standards to guide the trier of fact were included in
the statutes .
After reading the decision, Anderson's lawyers felt the mixed
excitement of knowing how close they had come to a major victory. 93
They still had to deal with the fact that not one justice had voted for a
full ban on capital punishment; even under the minority's holding
there would have only been a temporary ban . Yet the California
Supreme Court had given them a full hearing and had seriously
considered all of the abolitionist arguments .
The concurring opinion of Justice Mask, however, cut deeply into
any hopes for more favorable decisions in the future. The thrust of the
majority opinion was most forcefully explained by his arguments .
As Attorney General of California from 1959 to 1964, Mask had
repeatedly taken stands against the death penalty. In 1959, 1960 and
1963 he had testified against it before committees of the California
legislature. 94 His was the swing vote that could have made the
minority opinion the majority opinion, and he was the fourth justice
who appeared friendly to the abolitionist lawyers during the oral arguments. When he came down on the side favoring retention of the
death penalty it "struck like a blow to the midsection" of the abolitionist forces. 95
Justice Mask's opinion began by stating his belief that the death
penalty had no "social validity. " 96 He then intimated that he was
"tempted" to vote for complete abolition of capital punishment but
that his position as a judge bound him to follow the law as he found it
and not as he "might fervently wish it to be. " 97 He ended his opinion
by saying that Justice Burke's holding conformed with the law of
California and of every American jurisdiction. 96
Thus the abolitionist effort suffered a great setback caused by the
holding of a Supreme Court justice whose view on the ultimate value
of capital punishment, though not on how it should be eliminated,
matched that of those whose cause he defeated.
The reaction to the Anderson decision in California's newspapers
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was enthusiastic though sparse. The only major California daily to
editorialize on the court's ruling was the San Francisco Chronicle. 99 In
an editorial on 21 November 1968, the Chronicle stated that the
California Supreme Court had strengthened its prestige and standing
among police, those in the law enforcement community in general,
and the public by upholding the death penalty. 100 The editorial then
intoned that given the current preoccupation with law and order in the
state, it was wise for the court to refrain from announcing that the
"ancient practic~ of stringing up a malefactor was unconstitutional."
Justice Mosk's restraint was singled out with special praise for his
stand against judicial abolition. 101 The editorial then concluded that
the courts reflect public attitudes and the majority of people would
agree with the court's decision not to abolish capital punishment. 102
The lack of attention given to the first Anderson decision by the
California press is noteworthy when compared to the storm of controversy which occurred when Anderson II was issued four years late.
Though the abolitionists seemed defeated at this juncture in their
bid for a complete ban on legal executions in California, an article by
Stanley Mosk published in the first issue of Loyola University Law
Review a few months before Anderson I was released indicates how
far Justice Mosk could have been willing to go in searching for legal
theories which would do away with capital punishment. 103
He began his article, "The Eighth Amendment Rediscovered," with
a history of the origin of the phrase "cruel and unusual" as it appears
in the United States Constitution. He then discussed the difference
between the phrase as it is used in the United States Constitution and
the disjunctive "cruel or unusual" of the California Constitution.
The difference, Mosk stated, makes the California standard more
strict. It appeared to him that "punishment which was cruel, though
common and usual," would be illegal under the state constitution but
valid under the federal constitution. Likewise, "punishment which
was not cruel, but merely unusual," would fail the state standard but
would be legal under the federal standard. 104 Mosk added that each
word of the "cruel and unusual" phrase "must" have a "distinct
meaning.'' 105
Justice Mosk then addressed the problem of applying these constitutional phrases to the death penalty. He reviewed the reasons for his
belief that the question of the constitutionality of the death penalty
was still open and depended on evolving standards in our society. 106
It is obvious from the contents of "The Eighth Amendment Rediscovered" that Justice Mosk did considerable soul searching during the
period when the California Supreme Court was deciding the issues
involved with Anderson I. It is interesting that none of the obser-
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vations in Mosk's article make their way into his opinion in Anderson
I.
Much to the dismay of those who favored the death penalty, however, the legal interpretations advanced by Mosk in his article were
soon to be adopted by a majority of the members of the California
Supreme Court when Anderson again petitioned the court on the constitutionality issue .
Prophesizing this incredible turn of events, Justice Mosk stated near
the end of "The Eighth Amendment Rediscovered" that the answer to
how long the courts would wait before holding that capital punishment was unconstitutional ''may be known before many more issues
of the Loyola University Law Review are published.'' 107
Immediately after their defeat in Anderson I, the abolitionists
began a series of protracted litigations before the ,Supreme Court of
the United States. 108 In these cases they continued to urge the court to
consider new constitutional grounds on the death penalty question,
but the court continued to avoid the major questions.
Legal Defense Fund attorneys remained active in California since
the situation became critical after Anderson /, with federal appeals
offering the only hope for those seeking to avoid execution. The gas
chamber at San Quentin remained unused, however, since the United
States Supreme Court held up all capital appeals while it considered
the questions presented in Maxwell v. Bishop. 109
The debate on capital punishment continued on the national level.
Consideration was being given a bill introduced by Senator Philip Hart
of Michigan in the United States Senate which would have brought
about a moratorium on executions across the nation . 110 Jack
Greenberg and Anthony Amsterdam of the Legal Defense Fund testified before the House Judiciary Committee on the Hart-Celler Bill. 111
In 1971 Charles L. Black, and Henry R . Luce, Professor of Jurisprudence at Yale University, published a plea to end capital punishment. 11 2 Black's article was a general indictment of the death penalty
on moral grounds. He suggested two methods for doing away with
capital punishment. The first suggestion was a legislative ban on executions which would prevent states from using the death sentence.
Thus he urged passage of the Hart-Celler Bill. 1 1 3 The second suggestion was somewhat novel. Black proposed an executive moratorium
on capital punishment. He felt that a good argument could be made
that the President has the power to ban all executions by Executive
Order. 114
Given the state of public opinion on capital punishment, and the
political atmosphere of the nation as well, these suggestions seemed
doomed to failure. 115 Both the President and members of Congress
would obviously face serious political problems if they acted against
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the strong support given the death sentence by a majority of citizens.
Black ended his article with a stirring and hopeful plea to the
abolitionist forces:
If you agree with me, whether in the same words or in your own, then let us work
together , using the ample means afforded by our constitutional democracy , to bring it
about that not one more person ever again be killed by law in the United States. ' "

The only way to bring about an end to legal executions, however,
appeared to be the courts; uriiike members of Congress and the
President, most justices of the higher courts would not be subject to
difficult re-election battles if they defied the popular will. 117
On 28 June 1971, a step in that direction was taken. The United
States Supreme Court finally agreed to consider the "cruel and
unusual" Eighth Amendment question, as well as other constitutional
aspects of capital punishment, by ordering a review of four state death
case appeals: Aikens v. California, Branch v. Texas, Furman v.
Georgia, and Jackson v. Georgia. 115 Both Branch and Jackson were
Black men who had both been sentenced to ·death for raping White
women. Aikens and Furman had been convicted and sentenced to
death for murder .
The fact that the United States Supreme Court finally wanted to
decide the ultimate constitutional question concerning the death
penalty must have brought new hope to most death row inmates. One
inmate on San Quentin's death row, however, merely grew angrier
that another delay in his execution had to be endured. Robert L.
Massie had been approached in November of 1967 by Legal Defense
Fund lawyers seeking to represent him in appeals designed to save him
from the gas chamber. 119 Massie preferred to go to his death .
In April of 1971, Esquire magazine published an article by Massie
called "Death by Degrees ." 120 Massie had been on death row for five
years . He had been given four separatedates on which he was to be
executed and had been given stays each time shortly before he was to
enter the death chamber. He was tired of waiting and had not
requested any of the stays . Indeed, he called the abolitionist attorneys
attempting to save him "unsolicited 'meddlers'." He went on to state
that his punishment was far worse than his crime in that he did not
confine his victim for years at a time under threat of death. 121 Massie
viewed his punishment as cruel and unusual since it ''constitutes
extreme mental torture and is a most flagrant violation'' of the
Constitution of the United States. 122
He concluded his article with an invitation to death :
.. . I shall depart from this realm of existence quite cheerfully . As an infant I
arrived in this world crying, as an adult I shall leave it laughing. Most appropriate!"'

Robert Massie probably echoed the thoughts of many supporters of
capital punishment when he stated that his case had made a "mockery
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of the entire judicial system of the United States ." 124
Massie's opinion to the contrary notwithstanding, most of San
Quentin's death row inmates were no doubt waiting anxiously in
December of 1971 for the United States Supreme Court to rule on the
"cruel and unusual" issue in Aikens and Furman . But an unexpected
development was soon to change their fate and work a reverse in the
fortunes of the abolitionist cause.
One day in early December of 1971, Jerome Falk, an attorney active
in the efforts to save California's death row inmates from execution,
received a phone call from the clerk of the California Supreme Court.
Falk was asked if either he or Amsterdam would be willing to argue
the case for capital punishment being cruel and unusual before the
court in January of 1972 when Robert Page Anderson, who had been
sentenced to death again on retrial, would once again appeal his gas
chamber verdict. Falk was stunned and replied that they both would
be happy to comply. It appeared that the California Supreme Court
was "rushing" to decide the very same question on the death penalty
being cruel and unusual before the United States Supreme Court
issued opinions in the Aiken and Furman cases. 125
Oral arguments on the second Anderson case were held on 6
January 1972, just two weeks before the United States Supreme Court
held arguments on Furman and A iken. As in the first Anderson case
hearings, a majority of the court appeared sympathetic to the abolitionists; Falk had a "feeling something was afoot." 126
On 18 February 1972 the California Supreme Court announced its
decision in Anderson II. Chief Justice Wright wrote the majority
opinion and was joined by Justices Peters, Tobriner, Mask, Burke,
and Sullivan. Only Justice McComb dissented .
Chief Justice Wright began his opinion by stating the holding of the
court:
We have concluded that capital punishment is both cruel and unusual as those terms
are defined under article I, section 6, of the California Constitution, and that therefore
death may not be exacted as punishment for crime in this state."'

After making this unprecedented statement Wright immediately
launched into a lengthy justification of this new view of the California
Constitution by the state's highest court.
First he cited Justice Mask's article, "The Eighth Amendment
Rediscovered," as support for the position that the disjunctive "cruel
or unusual" in article I, section 6 of the state constitution has special
significance. 128 He then stated the historical case for and intent by the
framers of the California Constitution to have the "or" be meaningful.129 He rejected the state's argument that the disjunctive was chosen
"haphazardly" or that it should have a meaning other than its
common one. 130
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In justifying the change from all previous holdings of the California
Supreme Court, Chief Justice Wright resorted to the argument that
none of the previous opinions had ever considered that the California
Constitution used the disjunctive in the phase "cruel or unusual."
Anderson I, the longest as well as most recent holding on the question,
was dismissed as not being definitive since it considered only the conjunctive. 131 Wright then stated that "as the California constitutional
history demonstrates" the time had arrived to "probe the issue on the
basis of the disjunctive cruel or unusual punishment.'' 132
The majority opinion began this examination by analyzing the constitutional meaning of cruelty. The question was whether the framers
of the California Constitution had used "cruelty" to mean "excessive" or to mean "torturous" and "barbarous." It would app_ear that
execution as a punishment for murder could never be "excessive"
since it fits the crime so well . On the other hand, if the court found
execution to be "torturous" under contemporary standards, and if
the intent of the framers had been to mean "torturous" when they
used "cruel," then there could be a constitutional prohibition of
capital punishment. Citing the Debates and Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of 1878-1879, Wright held that the California
framers had meant "torturous" when they proscribed "cruel or
unusual" punishments . 133
The next step would be to define contemporary standards in such a
manner that capital punishment would be unacceptable when
measured against those standards. Wright took note of the state's
argument that public opinion polls indicated strong support of capital
punishment by most citizens, 134 but he then stated that those who were
closes to the processes of capital punishment- judges, juries, governors, penologists, and medical experts - were becoming more and
more reluctant to impose and carry out death sentences. 135
Wright added that the entire death penalty system, delayed and
confused as it was, could be viewed as involving ·"psychological torture."136 Thus he felt compelled to hold that:
Judged by contemporary standards of decency, capital punishment is impermissibly
cruel. It is being increasinly rejected by those most familiar with its processes. Measured
by the "evolving standards of decency that mark the progress of a maturing society,"
capital punishment is, therefore, cruel within the meaning of article I, section 6, of the
California Constitution.'"

Having established the cruelty of capital punishment, Wright next
dealt with the question of whether the cruelty at issue could be justified as necessary to promote state interests. He acknowledged that the
death penalty could further three of the recognized purposes of
punishment: retribution, isolation, and deterrence. But, Wright also
noted, the death penalty has no rehabilitative value whatsoever and
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thus fails to satisfy the fourth recognized purpose of criminal sanctions. He then stated that in any event no purpose could "justify so
onerous a penalty as death'' since long prison sentences could satisfy
the acknowledged. goals of criminal penalties. 138 Wright also made
clear his belief that any deterrrent effect was very much in doubt due
to the fact that as presently administered the death penalty was
"neither swift nor certain. " 139
Next Chief Justice Wright turned to the problem of whether capital
punishment was unusual punishment under the "cruel or unusual"
clause of the California Constitution. It is of interest that he did so
since it was not a necessary matter after his determination that capital
punishment was constitutionally cruel; the disjunctive interpretation
already adopted meant that only one of the two prohibitions were
required to cause capital punishment to be unconstitutional (either
cruel or unusual).
The Chief Justice began by dismissing the state's contention that the
word "unusual" in the California Constitution referred only to the
method of imposition of punishment and not the punishment itself. 140
Thus the state had been unsuccessful in its argument that since gassing
was a common form of execution in our society it was not constitutionally unusual.
Wright then attacked the question of capital punishment being
unusual from three directions. First, he noted that death sentences are
rarely carried out in contemporary California. 141 Second, he observed
that nine other states had abolished capital punishment by legislative
action, five others had statutes which limited it to exceptional circumstances, and there had been no executions in any American jurisdiction since 1967. 142 Third, Wright cited a report of the Secretary
General of the United Nations that there is a clear world-wide trend
away from capital punishment. 143 Wright was thus convinced that
death had to be characterized as "an unusual punishment among civilized nations." 144
The majority opinion of Chief Justice Wright then concluded that
capital punishment had become "incompatible with the dignity of
man and the judicial process" due to its impermissible cruelness. 1 45
Finally, as if to soothe the voices he must have known would rise
against this decision, Wright stated:
Our conclusion that the death penalty may no longer be exacted in California consistently with article I, section 6, of our Constitution is not grounded in sympathy for
those who would commit crimes of violence, but in concern for the society that diminishes itself whenever it takes the life of one of its members."'

The holding of the majority was based solely upon the California
Constitution's disjunctive "cruel or unusual" phrase and thus was the
final judicial determination since it was therefore insulated from
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review by the United States Supreme Court. Yet the opinion held that
capital punishment was both cruel and unusual and so the decision
seemed to be offering a guiding hand to the United States Supreme
Court justices in their deliberations on the Eighth Amendment's
"cruel and unusual" clause which were pending in Furman. 147
The only opinion other than Chief Justice Wright's was the dissent
by Justice McComb . He listed four reasons why he would have
affirmed Anderson's sentence of death. Justice McComb stated that
he would have waited for the United States Supreme Court to decide
the cruel and unusual punishment issue before dealing with it on the
state level. He stated that the decision of the nation's highest court
would be binding on the state Supreme Court. The implication was
that he was not convinced by the arguments concerning disjunctive
and conjunctive in the majority opinion. Justice McComb then cited
Anderson I and stated that, in his opinion, the death penalty was constitutional when the first Anderson case was decided and was constitutional at the present. He evidently saw no reason to change the holding
of Anderson I . McComb next stated that the death penalty deters violent crime and thus should not be abolished. 148
Justice McComb ended his dissent with an admonition to the
majority. He viewed the power to change the death penalty as the
prerogative of the legislature or the electorate. Since "innumerable"
cases had held that capital punishment was constitutional the court
was encroaching on powers not within its realm when it attempted to
change public policy concerning the death penalty. Any change, he
told the other members of the court, should "be effected through the
legislative process or by the people through the initiative process.'' 149
But McComb's arguments failed to convince the other six justices
on the court. Many other Californians, however, were soon to take
stands against the abolitionest decision of the California Supreme
Court.
The state's major newspapers carried banner headlines annOuncing
the decision. The Los Angeles Times headline on 19 February 1972
was, "DEATH PENALTY BAN ASSAILED" and was subtitled,
"Shocked, Deeply Disappointed, Governor Says. " 150 The San
Francisco Chronicle headline for the day after the decision was subtitled, "Reagan Calls It 'Mockery'." 151
As the headlines indicated, Governor Reagan took the lead in criticizing the court's decision. Upon hearing of Anderson l/he stated that
he was stunned that "a matter of such critical importance to society
has been decided on a one-word technicality.'' Reagan went on to
blast the justices for letting their personal feelings guide them instead
of "carrying out their constitutional duty to interpret and enforce the
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law." He also stated that the court had set itself "above the people
and above their legislature." He agreed with Justice McComb that the
decision to retain or abolish capital punishment should be made by the
people not the court. Governor Reagan sympathized, "as one who has
personally agonized over this issue," with the "humanitarian
instincts" of those against the death penalty but found it quite ironic
that the beneficiaries of the court's ruling, who were "murderers and
assassins," did not "share any respect for the sanctity oflife." 152
In a statement which gained dramatic value because it probably violated traditional guidelines of conduct for judges, 153 two Contra
Costa Superior Court judges joined Governor -Reagan in denouncing
Anderson II. Judges S.C. Masterson and Norman A. Gregg attacked
the California Supreme Court for indulging in "an outrageous display
of judicial arrogance." They suggested that the justices should be
forced to stand for election and thus be more responsive to the people.
Masterson called the court's decision a "Magna Carta for murderers"
and implied that the six justices of the opinion's majority were intellectually dishonest. The judges ended their statement by saying that
some of the murderers affected by the ruling will now be sure to kill
again. 154
California Corrections Director Raymond Procunier stated that
prison guards felt that they had been "sold out." He also stated his
belief that some way should be found to keep the death penalty for
killers of prison guards and peace officers. 155
The leaders of the police departments of San Francisco and Los
Angeles reacted even more forcefully against Anderson II. Los
Angeles Police Chief Edward Davis and San Francisco Police Chief
Donald Scott expressed their opinions that the death penalty should
' not have been abolished. 156 Even though Reagan-appointee Wright
was a resident of Los Angeles and had practiced law there, Davis
repeatedly referred to the "San Francisco Court" in his attacks on· the
decision. Davis stated that Anderson II showed a "total disregard for
the innocent victims of homicide.'' He also stated that he believed the
ruling by
the San Francisco Court is bound to result in the slaughter of many California
citizens by an army of murderers who have been waiting for years in death row for such
an unrealistic judicial judgment. 1 "

Republican Assemblyman and caucus chairman John Stull stated
simply that the justices were "out of their minds. " 158
On 20 February 1972, the San Francisco Examiner took a stand
against the holding of Anderson II. An editorial that day stated that
"a large segment of the public" will refuse to allow the decision to
remain unchallenged. The court was lauded, however, for having
acted out of conscience even if unwisely. The editorial then observed
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that the court's "moral authority" had been so badly eroded by
"judicial ineptness" and rulings that had allowed murderers to escape
punishment that the people felt that it had overreached its power by
abolishing capital punishment. The editorial ended by saying that the
issue would not finally be settled until the people were heard. 159
An editorial in the Sacramento Bee on 23 February 1972 found that
the court had exercised its proper role in its decision on Anderson II
but also noted that the Bee had "consistently" favored the death
penalty as a deterrent to murder'' and now felt that the people should
have a chance to vote on a constitutional amendment to restore capital
punishment. The Bee editorial went on to cite the fact that the state
legislature had consistently refused to repeal the death penalty, and
that public opinion polls showed a majority of the state's citizens were
in favor of "taking life to punish those guilty of ... murder." The
Bee refused to take part in "right wing" inspired "court baiting" but,
as did the San Francisco Examiner, the Bee believed that an issue so
crucial should be put before the people. 160
There was, of course, some positive reaction to the court's ruling.
The abolitionist lawyers who had worked so hard for Anderson II
defended the decision and took issue with some of the opinion's
detractors. In answer to Governor Reagan's attack on the court's
holding, the Legal Defense Fund's Anthony Amsterdam stated that
this was "the kind of vicious and unreasoning rhetoric expected from
a political demagogue." 161
Almost alone among California's major newspapers, the Los
Angeles Times took a strong stand in favor of the court's opinion. In
an editorial published on 21 February 1972 the decision was praised as
being "of persuasive clarity and wisdom ." The editorial noted, in
apparent agreement, that Chief Justice Wright and the majority of the
court viewed the difference in wording between the federal constitution and the state constitution as no accident. The passage of the decision in which Wright denied any sympathy for the perpetrators of
violent crimes was cited as being of "particular importance." The
editorial then stated that the heart of the matter was the ultimate quality of life in California. It ended with the statement that the
California Supreme Court had "contributed to that quality once
again ." 1 62
Some California politicians also defended the court's ruling .
Assemblyman Alan Sieroty, a Democrat representing the Beverly
Hills area, called Anderson II "an historic example of the vitality of
our constitutional form of government." Sieroty had introduced bills
in the state assembly for the past three years that would have
abolished the death penalty. In the wake of the court's opinion, he
now saw no reason to continue his efforts. 163
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Former Governor Edmund Brown, who had been at the center of
numerous death sentence controversies, declared that the court's
action would greatly improve the criminal justice system in California
since there would no longer by a "Roman holiday aspect" to murder
trials. He also felt that the decision was a "personal vindication" of
his struggle to end the death sentence in the state. He then stated his
belief that more defendants would now plead guilty and thus help
unclog the court system. Brown went on to say that he would have
been appalled if the court had allowed the execution of the more than
one hundred men on San Quentin's death row and "those three gals at
Corona." He felt the legislature should have acted on the matter
instead of the court but nevertheless still strongly supported the
judicial abolition of capital punishment by Anderson II. 164
Vergie Mitchell, the mother of the last person executed before the
court's ruling, also praised the decision . 165 There was even some speculation that Aaron Mitchell's execution had influenced the court to
decide that capital punishment was cruel and unusual. 166
Upon hearing of the decision, Mary Sirhan, mother of Sirhan
Sirhan who was on death row after being convicted of assassinating
Robert Kennedy, fell on her knees and "thanked God for what He did
and the mercy He had ." 167
One group where support for the court might have been expected
was California's legal academic community. But two law review articles published in 1972 soon after the court's ruling indicated that some
members of the academic sector of the legal profession were less than
enthusiastic over the reasoning of Anderson II.
In "Anderson and the Adequate State Ground," Professor Scott
H. Bice of the University of Southern California Law Center analyzed
Anderson II from the perspective of whether or not the state court was
completely insulated from review by the United States Supreme
Court. 1 68 He found it interesting that the response of some state
courts to the conservatism of Nixon's post-Warren appointees to the
United States Supreme Court might be the same as some state courts
used to attempt to avoid the rulings of the Warren era: find adequate
state grounds to rule on which may isolate the state opinion from
review. 1569 Bice stated his belief that state courts were possibly ''on the
verge of gaining new importance" by interpreting state constitutions
to limit state power in the face of the United States Supreme Court's
"retrenchment." He saw this as one of the few ways the "more
deferential approach" of the post-Warren court could be avoided . 170
In closing, however, Bice evidenced some uneasiness about the
approach taken by the California Supreme Court in Anderson II. He
worried that respect for the court would be undermined by the
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decision unless a sense that the judiciary was "not usurping the
powers of other branches" of government could be imparted. He thus
viewed it as necessary that state court decisions such as Anderson II be
subject to political review." 171 But if past actions by the state legislature and public opinion polls were any indication, 1 72 the ''political
review" spoken of by Bice would mean the reinstatement of capital
punishment in California.
Another law review author, University of California at Davis Law
School Professor Edward Barrett, found much of the reasoning in
Anderson II difficult to appreciate. 173 Barrett's criticism of the court
was extremely harsh. He began his article by stating that "everything
about Anderson suggests that the court was acting politically" and
then noted that the ruling had brought about "severe attacks on the
institution of judicial review.'' 1 74 Barrett reasoned that the court acted
when it did out of fear that the pending United States Supreme Court
ruling
in Furman on the cruel and unusual issue would make it more
I
difficult for the California Supreme Court to abolish capital punishment; if the United States Supreme Court were to rule that the death
sentence was not unconstitutional any later state court ruling to the
contrary would meet strong resistance. 175 Barrett then attacked the
court's holding that capital punishment was unusual because so few
people were being sentenced or put to death. He cited studies which
indicated that juries and judges had returned more death sentences in
the last decade than at any previous time. 1 76 On the issue of the psychological cruelty of capital punishment which the court found so
persuasive, Barrett chided the justices of the majority for failing to
show why such cruelty was due to anything other than delays caused
by "judicial reluctance to carry out the law. " 177
Barrett also stated that the timing of the opinion, coming as it did
just before an expected ruling by the United States Supreme Court on
the same issue, made Anderson II appear to be a "willful action" by a
court philosophically opposed to capital punishment rather than an
act of necessary judicial review. 1 78 To make matters worse, he
thought, the justices
could hardly hope that either legal professionals or the public would be impressed
with its tactic of resting its rejection of prior authority upon the sudden discovery that
the California constitutional provision used an "or" instead of and "and" in its cruel
and unusual punishment provision.'"

Barrett ended his article by stating his belief that the citizens of
California were "likely" to have a chance to vote on a constitutional
amendment which would expressly authorize the state to use the death
penalty. 180 Eight months after the court issued Anderson II the state
electorate was indeed to decide the fate of just such a constitutional
amendment.
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The drive to reinstate death as punishment for crime in California
began the day the decision of Anderson II was announced. The
opinion was issued on the morning of 18 February 1972 and by the
afternoon of that day Governor Reagan called for a state constitutional amendment expressly allowing capital punishment. 181 Reagan
voiced his belief that "judging by the polls" the voters of California
would rally to support such an amendment. 182
Governor Reagan was joined in his call for a constitutional amendment by Los Angeles County Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess who reiterated
his belief that capital punishment is a deterrent to crime and stated,
moreover, that the issue was so important that the people of the state
"should have an opportunity to express by referendum their feelings
on the issue." 183
At a news conference on 29 February 1972, Governor Reagan
expressed his "approval" of a petition campaign by the California
Correctional Officers Association and other groups to garner enough
California voter signatures to place a constitutional amendment on
the 1972 general election ballot which would nullify the holding of
Anderson II by changing the state constitution so that the death
penalty would be expressly allowed. Reagan denounced Anderson II
by stating that ''the court legislated - it made a policy decision that
properly belongs to .. . the people." He then added that he believed
in the usefulness of capital punishment and called on the people of the
state to adopt the proposed amendmen!. 184
On 13 March 1972, Attorney General Evelle Younger announced
that he would take charge of the capital punishment petition drive.
The California Correctional Officers Association had requested his
assistance in organizing the campaign. Younger stated that he had also
received requests from "grand juries, law enforcement officials," and
"various citizens" to prepare the petition. As Attorney General,
Younger hoped to be able to "avoid duplication of effort in the
circulation of competing 'or poorly conceived' petitions ." 185
In opposition to the death penalty initiative were many of the same
groups and individuals responsible for the abolitionist movement and
Anderson II. The American Civil Liberties Union, usually involved
more in the political attempts to abolish capital punishment rather
than the judicial maneuvers, took an active role against the amendment. 186 Anthony Amsterdam of the Legal Defense Fund also played
a major part in organizing opposition ito the initiative. 187
The campaign became vastly more complicated when on 29 June
1972 the United States Supreme Court issued its decision on the cruel
and unusual issue in Furman. 188 The holding of Furman was
extremely difficult to determine and the case must still rank as one of
the most obtuse ever issued by the United States Supreme Court. 189
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There was no doubt, however, about one effect of Furman: all present
death penalty statutes were declared unconstitutional, and any state
which believed there was an indication in the holding that there could
still be some type of capital punishment statutes consistent with constitutional due process and the cruel and unusual phrase were required
to rewrite their laws. 190
The United States Supreme Court attempted to define exactly what
essentials were required of death penalty statutes in later decisions.
Nevertheless, at the time it was issued, Furman was viewed by many
people as the first step in the national abolition of capital
punishment. 191
Thus many opponents of the California death penalty initiative
must have believed that their efforts and money were no longer
needed . Anthony Amsterdam later stated his belief that Furman,
coming when it did and being as confusing as it was, caused major
amounts of money and time to be funneled into campaigns other than
the fight against the death penalty initiative. 192
It appears, however, that the explanations of the amendment opponents fail to consider the magnitude of opinion favorable to capital
punishment. The amendment petitions quickly received the necessary
signatures to quality for the ballot, and on 7 November 1972 the
voters of California approved the death penalty initiative by a margin
of two-to-one. 193 The California Constitution was thus given a new
section which expressly stated:
... the death penalty ... shall not be deemed to be or to constitute the infliction of
cruel or unusual punishments within the meaning of Article I, Section 6 nor shall such
punishments for such offenses be deemed to contravene any other provision of this
constitution."'

The effect o( Anderson //was thus erased. The only possible avenue
now for judicial abolition of capital punishment in California was
through United States Supreme Court rulings on the question. The
United States Supreme Court, however, issued five decisions on 2 July
1976 which held that, while mandatory death sentences were unconstitutional, some forms of death statutes were still constitutional.
The court held in Wooden v. North Carolina 195 and in Roberts v.
Louisiana 196 that the death statutes of those two states were unconstitutional in that they violated the Eighth Amendment since they called
for mandatory death sentences for certain crimes. In the three other
decisions the court upheld state death penalty statutes. The Gregg v.
Georgia, 197 Proffitt v. Florida. 198 and Jurek v. Texas 199 opinions
found valid state statutes which required consideration by the sentencing body of the circumstances of the crime and the character of
the individual before making the decision on whether or not to impose
the death sentence.

68

With these rulings as a guide, California State Senator George
Deukmejian introduced a death penalty bill in the state legislature . 200
It became effective on 11 August 1977 when the 27 May 1977 veto of
Governor Edmund Brown, Jr. was overridden by the state Assembly
and Senate. 201
Jn July of 1978, the United States Supreme Court issued Lockett v.
Ohio which affirmed the holdings of Gregg, Proffitt, and Jurek, 202
and thus probably dashed any remaining abolitionist hopes that the
present· California death statutes, 203 which were rewritten by Senator
Deukmejian's bill to comply with those holdings, will be overturned in
the near future .
In yet another strange twist in the court's capital punishment
opinions, Chief Justice Burger indicated in Lockett that the court
might still find valid any mandatory death penalty statutes if they were
found "to deter certain kinds of homicide" such as murder by a
prisoner serving a life sentence. 204 From such language it can be
surmised that the present members of the United States Supreme
Court will probably continue to uphold capital punishment statutes.
Thus those who strove to end capital punishment in California were
defeated by a United States Supreme Court which found the death
penalty valid in certain circumstances and by a state constitutional
amendment which tied the hands of the California Supreme Court.
The temporary victory brought about by Anderson II now appears to
have become an isolated judicial aberration which may mark the high
tide of the abolitionist movement in California for decades to come.
It seems that the abolitionist lawyers who brought the appeals
before the California Supreme Court obtained a very costly victory in
Anderson II; it caused a new state constitution section to be approved
which expressly allows capital punishment and thus will make any
future battles to abolish the death penalty much more difficult. It
could be argued that the abolitionists should have waited for a more
politically opportune time to press the issue of the constitutionality of
capital punishment. At the time Anderson II was argued the Governor
of California was a man who had been elected after vowing to return
the use of the death penalty . Public opinion polls of the state's citizens
indicated a strong majority in favor of capital punishment. Given the
mood of the voters, it should have been obvious that any decision
declaring capital punishment unconstitutional could have resulted in a
backlash movement for restoration of the death penalty through a
state constitutional amendment.
Nevertheless, it appears that the abolitionist attorneys who brought
the appeals on behalf of Robert Anderson did not consider that a state
constitutional amendment drive could have resulted from a court
victory. Michael Meltsner, one of the lawyers involved in the Legal
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Defense Fund's struggle to end the death sentence, wrote an account
which included sections dealing with the abolitionist activities in
California. He made no mention in his work of any discussions about
what ramifications of succes in the second Anderson appeal might
have been. When asked about this point later, Anthony Amsterdam
confirmed that there was no consideration given to this tactical
problem. 205
In defense of the lawyers working to keep their clients out of the gas
chamber, however, it must be said that their primary responsibility
was to the people they were defending. Any desire to abolish capital
punishment for everyone takes on a secondary significance and may
indeed be not a personal conviction but only a product of the lawyer's
responsibility to the client. Amsterdam defended his actions in exactly
this manner and stated that as an attorney ''you make all the
arguments you've got." 206
The question of what prompted the justices of the California
Supreme Court to rule as they did still remains . They had much more
to lose than Anderson's lawyers when they chose their path; by
finding capital punishment cruel and unusual under the California
Constitution the justices unleased a torrent of public outcry which
ultimately resulted in the negation of their opinion and a diminishing
of respect among many of the state's citizens certainly for the justices
themselves and probably for the court as an institution. Exactly how
the justices arrived at their decision is likely to remain a mystery
except for the light thrown upon the subject by the opinions in
Anderson II. 207 But in retrospect the decision they came to appears to
have been ill-advised .
One problem with Anderson II was that only four years before the
court had taken a strong stand in Anderson I for the constitutionality
of the death penalty. To make matters worse, Justice Mosk had
written in Anderson I that it was his duty to be bound by the law as he
found it, not as he "might fervently wish it to be." 208 When he and
two other justices who had joined in Anderson I changed their views,
the change gave the appearance that they now found the law to be as
they "wished" it to be.
This changed view was insulated from United States Supreme Court
review by the court's holding that the California Constitution's "cruel
of unusual" disjunctive phrase had a separate and distinct meaning
from the United States Constitution's conjunctive "cruel and
unusual." While this ruling may fairly be said to have legal merit, 209
the manner in which the court proceeded leaves many questions as to
the appropriateness of their actions.
First, the court contacted the lawyers working for abolition of
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capital punishment and invited them to argue the cruel or unusual
punishment question during the second Robert Anderson appeal.
Then their decision appeared to be rushed to a conclusion so that it
could be issued before the United States Supreme Court ruled in
Furman. Whatever the reason for this, it gave the impression that the
Court was worried and uneasy about what it obviously knew to be a
major change in state law. 210 Edward Barrett used this weakness as a
partial basis for his law review attack on Anderson II.
The California Supreme Court also appears to have gravely misinterpreted how far (if at all) contemporary California society had come
in rejecting the use of the death penalty. Even if the di!)junctive argument of the court is accepted, it still had to be shown that the
"evolving standards of decency" of California society had evolved to
the point where capital punishment was considered "cruel." But when
determining how far society had evolved the court chose to ignore the
attitudes of the average citizen in the state and concentrate instead on
selected individuals who were involved in some manner with the "processes" of capital punishment. That this seems to have been a major
error is made evident by the avalanche of criticism which met the
publication of Anderson II and resulted in a two-to-one vote for the
state constitutional amendment expressly making the death penalty
legal.
This error was compounded by the fact that the holding in
Anderson II was based in part on the slowness of the death penalty
process. But, as Edward Barrett's law review article made clear, many
people saw the courts themselves as the reason for this slowness. A
reaction against such reasoning by the court must have influenced, at
least somewhat, the decision of the electorate to add the new constitutional amendment.
In the end the California Supreme Court's opinion in Anderson II
thus undermined the judicial institution itself in that it created a great
outcry of denunciation which culminated in the negation of the
court's holding.
Possibly, as has already been suggested, the court wished to risk
denunciation in the hopes that it could influence the United States
Supreme Court to hold that the death penalty was per sea violation of
the United States Constitution. If the California court had been
successful in this, the national court would have saved the state court
from any embarrassment and even made the state court appear to be
in the forefront of the development of federal constitutional law. But
as Furman and later cases showed, the California Supreme Court was
merely left out on a judicial limb which fell with the approval by the
state voters of a constitutional amendment which repudiated the
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holding of Anderson II.
From the abolitionist point of view, however, the decision may be
seen as a guiding light for some future decision of the United States
Supreme Court. But that future court would do well to consider
seriously the question of contemporary standards when deciding the
"cruel and unusual" issue; the federal Constitution could also be
amended to expressly allow capital punishment. 211
In California it appears certain that capital punishment will be
resumed in the near future. The only question seems to be one of
scale. Anthony Amsterdam believes that there "is not only a hope
but a near certainty of keeping executions down to a very few . " 212 On
the other hand, now that the state is armed with a constitutional
mandate resulting from a vote of the California electorate, executions
may once again become relatively numerous.
In either case, the struggle to abolish capital punishment in
California by judicial action brought an important issue to the consciousness of the public and the judges of the state's courts. The issue
of capital punishment may lie dormant for some time to come but if
the controversy flares anew the opposing sides will have a foundation
of intensive struggle during the last two decades upon which to begin
the debate once again .
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195. 428 u.s. 262 (1976).
196. 428 u.s. 325 (1976).
197.428 u.s. !53 (1976).
198.428 U.S. 242 (1976).
199.428 u.s. 262 (1976).
200. California S.B. 155, chapter 316 (1977). Some of the actions covered are: murder
by explosive. mun.ler in which the killer is hired, murder of a peace officer engaged in
police duties, murder of a witness, murder committed during rape, murder committed
during robbery, causing the execution of a person by perjury, and treason against the
state of California.
201. San Francisco Chronicle, 12 August 1977, pp. I, II and 16. In an editorial which
echoed the sentiments of many other newspaper editors, as well as probably the vast
majority of citizens of the state, the San Francisco Examiner (14 August 1977, section
B, p. 2) called the judgment of the legislature "correct., ..
202. Lockett v. Ohio, at 2965 .
203. Calif. Penal Code, sec. 37, 128, 190-190.6, 209, 219, 1018, 1050, 1103, 1105.
4500, and 12310.
204. Lockett v. Ohio, at 2965, note II.
205 . Interview with Anthony Amsterdam, Stanford, California, 22 August 1978.
206. lb1d .
207. When recently requested to allow interviews on Anderson II each of the justices
either refused to reply or responded that the only comments they would ever have on the
decision were in the published opinion. Justice Stanley Mosk to Walter E. Switzer, 14
March 1978; Justice Raymond L. Sullivan (retired) to Walter E. Switzer, 16 March
1978; Justice Mathew 0 . Trobim!r to Walter E. Switzer, 28 March 1978.
208. Anderson I, at 634-635.
209. Professor Amsterdam defended it by alluding to an example which might appear
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in contract law: imagine the difference in any phrase of a contract if you substitute an
"or" for an "and." The justices of the California Supreme Court follow an intellectual
discipline in order to resolve conflict; by nature that discipline is highly technical and
results may turn on the changing of one word . Interview with Anthony Amsterdam,
Stanford, California, 22 August 1978.
210. Amsterdam later speculated that the court might have rushed to issue Anderson
II before the United States Supreme Court ruled in Furman because the justices worried
that if the United States Supreme Court ruled that capital punishment was not cruel and
unusual then the state court would have a difficult time deciding the issue the other way
because it would greatly increase the likelihood of appearing to be "picking 'nits' and
'ands' and 'ors' ." Interview with Anthony Amsterdam, Stanford, California, 22
August 1978.
211. U.S.Const. art . V.
212. Interview with Anthony Amsterdam, Stanford, California, 22 August 1978.
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Preston School of Industry
by Leslie Crow
With the adoption of the Youth Authority Act in 1941 juvenile
detention within the State of California was strikingly altered . Prior to
that time, the field of juvenile corrections was dominated by the types
of programs and methods utilized by the state institutions such as the
Preston School of Industry . The Preston School of Industry, together
with two other reform schools (the Fred C. Nelles School for Boys and
the Ventura School for Girls), was turned over to the infant Youth
Correction Authority in 1942 by decree of Governor Culbert Olson.
This move was officially authorized in 1943 by the California Legislature at the urging of Governor Earl Warren.
During the period from the opening of the Preston School of
Industry in 1894 to the adoption of the Youth Authority Model Act in
1941, many experimental programs were attempted . These experiments included military training, a self-government program based on
the federal model, a diagnostic and classification program, as well as
sports, Scouting, civic and religious activities. These sytems of rehabilitation, though implemented with good intentions, finally gave rise
to the Youth Authority as an agency aimed at standardizingthe treatment of youthful offenders throughout the state. The Preston School
was founded in response to a growing feeling within the state that
youthful and adult offenders should be segregated. The problems of
housing youthful offenders at San Quentin and Folsom Prisons were
becoming intolerable. The boys were schooled in the criminal arts and
were easy prey for the men at the State Prisons.
The original legislation which ultimately established the Preston
School of Industry was submitted by State Senator E .M. Preston in
1889. His Act to establish a State Reform School for youthful
offenders at or near Folsom Prison in Sacramento County was
referred to a legislative committee on prisons after its introduction.
Senator Preston felt the site he suggested had obvious merit. The land
already belonged to the State, and was served by railroad and stone
cars from the nearby quarry worked by the inmates at Folsom Prison .
The American River's water rights were also owned by the State, as
were the convict labor and manpower resources of the State Prison. A
plot of land encompassing 400 acres adjacent to the State Prison at
Folsom also belonged to the State. Therefore, Senator Preston justly
felt that a state reform school could be easily constructed at no
additional cost to the state for land and labor.
By the time the bill returned to the Senate floor from committee, it
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had been radically altered. It was reintroduced by Senator Anthony
Caminetti of Jackson, Amador County. The amended version was
now worded so that the original Act was barely recognizable. The
provisions were changed to establish the "Preston School of
Industry" in lone, Amador County. Some feeling that it was illadvised to place a reform school for juveniles so near a State Prison
was thereby alleviated.' A 300-acre site was chosen near the city of
lone . Governor Robert Whitney Waterman signed the bill, designated
Senate Bill 402, on March II, I889. 2
In the legislation of I889, the Preston School of Industry was placed
under the jurisdiction of the State Board of Prison Directors, who
were also in charge of all the State Prison. 3 This provision reflected
the thinking involved in the original form of the legislation. Offenders
to be housed at Preston were to be the older boys committed to the
state reform school system. In I893, prior to tne opening of the
school, its jurisdiction was shifted to a Board of Trustees, as had been
provided for the administration of the Whittier State School, opened
in I891. Appointments to this three member Board were made by
Governor Waterman. Senator E .M. Preston, the author of the
original version of the bill to establish a state reform school, was
appointed Secretary of the Board at a salary of $100 per month . The
two remaining members were L. J. Maddux and F. D. Tyrrell .
Construction began with the laying of the cornerstone on December
23, I890. Governor Waterman and Senator Caminetti were both in
attendence. However, construction was halted in November, I89I
because funding was not allocated by the Legislature. In I893, monies
were again appropriated, and construction resumed.
Dedication ceremonies were conducted at the Administration
building on July I, I894. On this occasion, Senator Caminetti and
others spoke of the high ideals embodied in the new institution. On
July 3, I894, the first seven inmates were transferred to the Preston
School directly from San Quentin Prison. 4
The new Administration building housed all of the inmates, the
superintendent and his family, all staff members, the school rooms,
recreational facilities and detention quarters. The basement housed
the kitchen and dining halls, discipline quarters and.even a swimming
pool. The first Superintendent, E . Carl Bank, was appointed
by Governor Waterman on November I, I893 and served until May
2I, I897 . The address of the institution was specified "Waterman,
California", to avoid embarrassment or stigma to the boys or their
families .
The building program during the decade from I890 to I900 included
the Administration building, the East Cottage and the West Cottage.
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The population at the institution in 1898 was 141, with an additional
54 on parole. The capacity was 250, with five dormitories available for
occupation. 5 The boys were involved in much of the work in connection with the building program, including the manufacture of all the
bricks used in each structure. The main purpose of the institutional
program was to teach the boys a useable trade. These building
programs offered a good trade experience along with free labor for the
State.
In 1898 the trades programs offered by the school included shoe
repair, tailoring, printing, carpentry, blacksmithing, electrical
engineering, photography, power plant and the farming program.•
There was also an academic program to instruct the boys in skills
necessary for their trade programs, as well as to aid their re-entry into
society. All of these programs were not only designed to help and
rehabilitate the individual, but also to keep the institution running
smoothly and with relative self-sufficiency.
An important part of the training program prescribed by the initial
Act establishing the Preston School of Industry was military training.
There were several practical reasons why this system was made
compulsory. It provided an orderly way to move the boys around the
grounds. The institution was not surrounded by any sort of wall or
fence at this time and staff needed a method of accounting for every
boy during assigned movements . Th~ boys were required to drill
without arms for three hours per day for their first 30 days at the
school Then, 15 minutes each day at noon were utilized to keep the
boys proficient in squad movements . 7 The military training program
was felt to be a highly useful method of maintaining discipline within
the ranks . The boys were collectively referred to as cadets and were
issued uniforms by the school, in addition to their regular work
clothes. This gave the boys some sense of pride and a tangible connection with the school Dress parade review was held each week, with
awards going to the company which performed best.
The most highly trusted cadets were designated Cadet Officers and
were granted authority over the others in their company. They acted
as disciplinarians for the staff. This system received criticism from
later administrators as it was revealed that the Cadet Officers sometimes were given the authority to act on behalf of the staff so that staff
members would not have to get personally involved with punishments.
Cadet Officers also assisted in the search and return of escapees; when
needed. The number of boys who escaped from 1894-1899 was 303, of
whom 272 were returned. 8
During the 1920's, honor cottages were established for the wellbehaved cadets. Each cottage was staffed by a house-mother and
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father, providing something of a family atmosphere. Some of the regimentation of the collective living unit were thereby eliminated as the
cadets were broken down into smaller groups. This plan emphasized
individual responsibility for good behavior. The years of the
Depression were especially good ones at Preston. Staff and cadets
alike were anxious to remain under the care of the institution as the
economic contingencies were so grim outside of its protection. The
boys in residence at Preston were anxious to stay, knowing that their
families were having such a hard time making ends meet. 9 Only 32
boys attempted escapes during the year 1932.' 0
Every boy who was committed to the Preston School of Industry
during its first two decades generally expected to stay until he reached
age 21. The age group as originally established (16-21), was ignored
due to a legislative oversight. The age limitations were made uniform
with those at the Whittier State School, which meant that any boy
from age 8 to 18 could be committed to either reform school at the
discretion of the court.
In 1903, the State Board of Charities and Corrections was created.
Its duties were to investigate, inspect and make recommendations for
charitable penal and correctional facilities in the state. Its first
recommendation was to adopt a law placing all the boys over 16 at
Preston and those under 16 at Whittier. Girls, however, were to be
committed until their 21st birthday and housed at the Whittier State
School.''
In 1905, two bills were actually introduced into the State Legislature
to mandate these recommendations. However, only one passed; the
one specifying that no boy over 16 should be sent to Whittier. The
second, that no boy under 16 should be sent to Preston, failed to pass .
As a result, between 1906 and 1908, Preston received 112 new commitments, while Whittier received only 20. 12 This discrepancy led to a new
legislative revision, making the age requirement uniform at both
schools and the courts responsible for the placement of the youthful
offender. The age groups were finally segregated in 1913, according
to the original recommendations of the Board of Charities and
Corrections.
The Board of Trustees held the power to grant parole to any cadet
whom they felt was ready to be released . In conjunction with the cadet
system, each boy was to compile a total of 7,000 credits in order to be
eligible for parole . These credits were awarded by the staff on a daily
basis at the maximum rate of 10 per day, until the cadet reached the
honor level, when he could amass points at double that rate . When the
7,000 credits had been earned, the boy could apply for consideration
for parole. Miss Alison Carden, from Marysville, was hired to super-
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vise paroled wards throughout the state. 13 Then, in. 1914, R.A. Lang
and his wife, who had been involved in YMCA work in Sacramento
and Stockton, were employed at Preston as parole officers. 14 They
were housed in the Administration building with the rest of the staff.
Mr. Lang did the field work, while Mrs. Lang provided clerical help in
the parole office and submitted reports on cadets requesting parole to
her husband.
The Board of Trustees was responsible for the parole conditions
placed upon any cadets released to the community. However, parole
supervision was very superficial as there was no viable way for one
officer to supervise parolees released throughout the state. The boys
were asked to corrspond with the parole office each month to report
on their progress. In reality, when a boy was released on parole, the
institution had little further influence on him.
On October 1, 1912, Calvin Derrick was appointed to assume the
duties of the Superintendent at the Preston School of Industry.
Derrick had been in charge of the George Junior Republic in New
York. The Junior Republic concept had originated with William R.
George in Freeville, New York in 1895. 15 This Junior Republic idea
was an experiment designed to instill civic responsibility in wayward
boys in a confined setting. These boys were permitted to have a
responsibility for a government of their own. William R. George, the
founder of this program, felt that:
... will-power and moral character can be developed, not by force, but by the opportunity and freedom of the person to be reformed to exercise his will-power and honor
under conditions as much like those in society as can be obtained .''
·

Self-government was seen as the means to benefit these juveniles in a
favorable, rather than an antagonistic way. Within the institutional
setting, the self-government concept applied to the share in active selfmanagement which the inmates were given.
It was felt by members of the surrounding community as far away
as Stockton, as well as by the Board of Trustees, that the same
concepts utilized at the George Junior Republic could be profitably
employed at Preston. Calvin Derrick accepted the assignment, but
hesitated in implementing the self-government system within the
Preston Community immediately . The population and background of
the boys at Preston were very different from the boys with whom he
had been working successfully in New York. Those at Preston were
much older, and more seriously involved in delinquent behavior.
Further, the staff felt that the boys could not be controlled in an
orderly fashion without the use of corporal punishment in their
control. The new plan of self-government not only removed the
leverage of force the staff held, but also granted a degree of individual
responsibility and privileges. An attitude of deep concern was threat-
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ening to spread into the surrounding community:
The neighboring citizens feared the Preston inmates would take advantage of their
opportunity to escape, or at least leave the bounds of the institution, and rob their
houses . They feared that their lives and property would be in constant danger from a set
of vicious outlaws.''

Fortunately, these fears were never realized .
Company A became the pioneer in self-government at Preston. The
Company adopted a constitution based on the federal model which
had been drafted by Superintendent Derrick . 18 As the rest of the institution looked on, the boys of Company A were granted greater freedoms and privileges within the bounds of self-government. Soon other
Companies requested to enter into the self-government program.
Companies A, B, C, D, and E all founded separate governments.
These ·companies decided to form a uni9n. A convention was
convened which drafted a federal constitution and formed the basis of
a penal code within the bounds of the new Preston School Republic,
as the cadets chose to call their government. Provisions were made for
a president, vice-president, a cabinet, a legislative body of assembly
and senate, and a judicial system. Each cadet took pride in the new
system which he had. helped create, and the group drafted a statement
outlining their loyalties:
Each self-government company was henceforth to be designated as a state in the
Preston School Republic, and all states pledged their allegiance to the Constitution of
the United States, the State of California, and the Preston School Republic."

A presidential race was organized, pitting two candidates and their
supporting parties against each other. When the votes were tallied, the
results were announced: a student named Maurice J . Hornstein
achieved the distinction of being elected the first president of the
Preston School Republic on September 20, 1913. 20 His term was to
last for six months. This system, as realized at Preston, was seen by
the administration as an important step in instilling the virtues of
citizenship irito the cadets. This was also, in turn, viewed as a useful
framework for affecting the reformation process. The motto for the
new Republic symbolized this concept: "Liberty Under Law."
Each new cadet was educated in the workings of the Preston
Republic upon his commitment by the bureau of naturalization, a unit
established through the Republic's constitution. The new cadet then
completed a questionnaire designed to prove his knowledge and good
intentions toward the self-government system. Any cadet found in
violation of the penal code agreed upon by their representatives was
brought into the workings of the judicial system.
The judicial system as defined by the constitution consisted of three
classes of civil courts. Each state had a justice court which tried any
misdemeanor . A superior court was presided over by the chief justice,
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who was an elected official. This court acted as a circuit court,
meeting twice a week in each state to hear felony cases. The supreme
court heard all appeals from any lower court as well as instating new
citizens into the self-government program following the requirements
of the bureau of naturalization. 21
Cadets convicted of infractions, whether on the misdemeanor or
-felone level, were subject to the punishments mandated by the cadet
courts. The punishments were consistent with the types of options
which had been controlled by the staff prior to the adoption of the
self-government experiment. A cadet warden was in charge of the
federal cadet prison, which consisted of a number of individual cells
used for solitary confinement meted out by the courts . Other alternatives were standing on line in silence, extra duties, or the silent bench .
The sheriff of the state to which the offender belonged was responsible for seeing that the punishment was carried out. 22 From August
11 to October 16, 1916, the superior court heard 43 cases of felony and
173 misdemeanors; committing 29 to the federal prison, and placing
17 on probation. 23
The military codes were enforced by a military court system, which
included the court martial. The commissioned military officers had
jurisdiction over all military infractions. 24
By the close of Derrick's superintendency, there were seven states
within the Preston Republic. These states were organized and run by
various officers elected within each . There was a governor, lieutenantgovernor, secretary of state, prosecuting attorney, justice of the
peace, sheriff and health officer . 25
In 1917, Derrick was offered the position of warden at Sing Sing
Prison in New York . He accepted, leaving the reins of the Preston
Republic in the hands of the Assistant Superintendent, J .L.
Montgomery. Following Derrick's departure, the smooth functioning
of the Preston Republic ground to a halt. Montgomery simply did not
have the expertise, nor the personality necessary to maintain the
Republic as a useful tool in the administration of the institution.
Soon, it was apparent that the Republic system was being abused by
the cadets . Finally, the President of the Preston Republic together
with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the Chief of Police and
the Prosecuting Attorney were all found in the tower of the Administration building where they had hidden six plugs of chewing tobacco,
twenty sacks of Bull Durham and twelve cartons of cigarettes extorted
from the weaker boys . 26 This discovery was the final incident in a
chain of events which ended self-government for all time at Preston.
During the next two years, Superintendent J .L. Montgomery persevered in his role as chief administrator.He found it necessary to
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respond to the arbitrary demands of the members of the Board of
Trustees as well as find an efficient alternative to the self-government
program which had now been abandoned.
As an example of the types of arbitrary demands placed upon
Montgomery by the Board, it is useful to remember that these Board
members were political appointees who made only periodic trips to the
institution, and were not necessarily well-informed or well-trained in
the daily operation of the institution. The Board Chairman, during
this period, decided that his quarters in the Administration building
had to be renovated. The Business Manager was ordered to purchase a
new bathtub, meeting the Chairman's specifications. The tub was
made to order for the Chairman, ending up to be eight feet long. The
bathtub would not fit through the doorway of the Chairman's
quarters. It was decided that a window and part of the brickwork
should be removed so that the tub could be hoisted to the second floor
with block and tackle. It also proved necessary to tear out the wall of
the bathroom, so that the tub could be put into place. 27
In 1919, Montgomery had had enough of the responsibility of running the institution and turned the keys of the institution over to
Kenyon 1. Scudder, who had recently returned to the institution as a
psychological examiner from seeing action during World War I. 28
Scudder took over for an interim period in 1919 until the Board
authorized the return of E . Carl Bank, the school's first Superintendent, who had ended his duties more than 20 years before. Banks
expected to pick up his administration where he had left off, including
the liberal use of corporal punishment, which had not been in use
during the entire period of the Preston Republic. The Board refused to
sanction these by-now antiquated methods of discipline, and he was
soon replaced by R.A. Lang, the former parole officer, for a period
from February to August 1920. At this time, Otho H. Close was
appointed the new Superintendent. 29
O .H. Close was a graduate of the University of Iowa and Stanford
University. He was the principal at the San Juan Union High School
from 1914 until 1920. He served as Preston's Superintendent until
1945 when he became a member of the newly-created Youth Authority
Board .
In 1921, the Preston School of Industry, along with the Whittier
State School and the California School for Girls, was placed under the
jurisdiction of the Department of Institutions. 30 This represented a
shift from the Board of Charities and Corrections which was felt to
more nearly correspond to the needs of the three facilities . Further, all
the duties of the Trustees were assumed by the Department of
Institutions .
During the 1920's and 1930's, Close remained in charge of the
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Preston School of Industry. His personal leadership over a lengthy
period of time resulted in the development of a unified program at the
institution. Several times, following the election of a new Governor,
there was talk of possible dismissal of the superintendent, whose
position was a quasi-political post regarded as a possible reward for
party faithful. However, the policy of continuity strengthened the
organization of the program at Preston and was recognized as a
positive result. The institution attained a level of autonomy in its
operation, and maintained a unified staff and program throughout
this period.
There were reports of corporal punishment throughout the early
days of operation of the Preston School. Some well-muscled boys
were assigned as Cadet Officers in order to exert pressure over the rest
of the company . It was thought that retributive punishment was the
most effective method of deterring repeat offenses . The days of the
Preston Republic were the only period during the early years when
corporal punishment was officially abolished. Following the demise of
the Republic system, the institution reverted back to earlier and more
physical methods of control. One of the issues which had brought
Close to the institution was the fact that the Board would not support
Bank in the use of corporal punishmenV' Close reported that a
heavy strap had been used to punish the boys. Close outlined his polict
on corporal punishment in a memo following his tenure as superintendent:
The Cadet Officers trained in the Cadet Officers' School and assigned to companies for
giving military commands and assisting the group supervisor in the operation of his
company, are not to be permitted to exercise disciplinary authority over boys in their
company."

However, the staff continued in their use of these methods of control.
It was not until the abolition of the military training program in the
1950's that these abuses ended once and for all. At that time the staff
had to reassess their methods of control over the boys. Staff attitudes
toward the boys shifted as these new rules of operation were enforced.
Many staff members could not sanction this removal of power from
their hands, feeling the old ways of dealing out punishment were best.
These staff members were gradually replaced.
Another change which altered the attitudes of the staff was the
establishment of a diagnostic and classification program in
conjunction with the California Bureau of Juvenile Research located
at the Whittier State School in 1923. This instituted a program
designed to place boys where their needs would best be met. Some
boys were transferred to the Sonoma State Home or to the Stockton
State Hospital. This segregation of the feeble-minded or mentally disturbed boys from the general population greatly improved the overall
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discipline within the school. It also affected a change in the attitudes
of staff members, who could now utilize other options in dealing with
difficult cases . Efforts were made to study each case and provide for
the individual needs of each boy. Through the years, though, this
alternative system of assignments for handling difficult cases was
limited to the most severe kinds of behavior. The primary result of
this program was to establish lines of communication with the
Sonoma State Home and the Stockton State Hospital in order to
benefit from the advice of trained professionals.
Outside civic groups also added to the Preston training program .
The Civitan Club began a Junior Civitan group within the institution.
Boy Scouting was also introduced, which proved to be very popular.
The boys were able to work on merit badges and participate in local
Scouting activities. Religious programs organized by volunteers were
also a meaningful part of the program . Civic responsibility and community involvement added to the rehabilitation of these boys .
Athletics also played a part in the wholesome activities offered at
Preston, Friendly competition with local high schools and with boys
from the Whittier State School instilled a healthy atmosphere within
the cadet population .
After the outbreak of World War II, the Preston staff and cadets
became involved in the war effort. As younger men took over staff
positions, older employees and retired men took over staff positions.
Boys were released on day parole to aid local farmers in the community in harvesting crops. The lone fire brick company was manned by a
Preston crew . War work became an important part of the training
program . Boys were able to earn wages, which were then credited to
their accounts to be released to them when they were paroled . During
this emergency period, not a single boy took advantage of the relaxed
security to escape from Preston .
The end of an era occurred in 1941 with the adoption of the Youth
Correction Authority Model Act. In 1943 Preston School was
officially turned over to the fledgling Youth Authority at the urging of
Governor Earl Warren in response to the scandalous situation at the
Nelles school following two suicides and the resulting investigations .
The Youth Authority embarked on a course to provide a centralized
program of juvenile detention options within the state of California.
It must be remembered that the Preston School of Industry was a
public institution mandated by the people in response to social
conditions at a particular time in history. As these conditions
changed, the programs and attitudes toward the cadets were altered. A
relatively modern, progressive step for the times, was taken when
diagnostic classification was introduced into the working of the
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Cadets Constructing a Cottage

93

Cadets in Front of Castle, 1898

Preston Republic
Photos courtesy of information editor, CYA.
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institution around 1923 . Another important aspect of the program
was provided by the leadership of O.H. Close over a continuous
period spanning two decades. This personal administration, together
with legislative mandate, served to control the operation of the
Preston School during these years. The years of reliance on corporal
punishment and military drill gave way in the 1950's in an effort to
provide a more normal institutional atmosphere with the additional
benefit of further individualizing the treatment of the youthful
offenders within the institution. The years of experimentation
between 1894 and 1943 have produced a progressive attitude toward
the detention practices within the field of youth corrections in the state
of California.
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Adult Education
on the Frontier
by Kristine Fredriksson
The millions of people who removed to the ever-receding Western
frontier had a variety of reasons for doing so. Adventure, curiosity,
beckoning opportunities, cheap land, maybe even escape - from the
law or otherwise - prompted the pioneers to pull up stakes whether
on the Eastern loghouse frontier or on the other side of the Atlantic,
and join in the westward migration. However, there was one hope
which the vast majority shared : that their new situation would result
in self-betterment. ' Even if little change might be realized in their
lifetime, their children would be able to enjoy more favorable living
conditions . The key to this better life was education, and schools
became a high priority upon the settlers' arrival at their destination.
The desire to provide education for their children was held both by
those parents who, themselves, had received one in their previous
home and those who had been caught in what if referred to as "the
trough of educational depression, " 2 as each successive frontier was
being occupied .
Even though the adult pioneer had probably completed as much
formal education as he was going to receive, the new environment provided a variety of ways in which to acquire other knowledge and skills.
Indeed, the act of westering was itself perhaps the most thorough
learning experience to which he was ever going to be exposed .
For a while at least, the frontier setting was one of equality. Strata
and prejudices did not exist. The community was a social unit in which
everyone was equal. The school house was the center of that community and an all-purpose building . In addition to school sessions,
church services were held there - if no church building existed -as
well as political meetings, box suppers and other socials. Travelers would
often camp on the school grounds for lack of other accommodations. 3
It was only natural, then, that the parents should take a great
interest in their children's school activities. The teacher usually
became a leading figure in the community, expected to be a model of
exemplary living, to go to church and to participate in other worthwhile functions. Often the teacher lived with one of the families
during the school year, or "boarded around" - that is, several
families took turns providing living quarters so as to share in the
expense .

97

Although the sharing of frontier parents in their children's educational experiences took on a more social aspect, it was nevertheless a
way in which new knowledge could be acquired and exposure to new
ideas and ways of thinking could be gained. The teachers came from
a variety of backgrounds and geographical areas, which further
enhanced the universal character of the frontier communities.
It was common for parents, as well as for older sisters and brothers
of the students, to visit the classroom, often at the teacher's invitation. This usually took place on Friday afternoons, when the families
listened to the spelling and ciphering matches and heard the children
"speak their pieces . "• On the last day of school, the parents even had
a chance to actually participate in the closing exercises, to which the
entire day was devoted. On this day, speeches, drills and dialogues
were presented, and often included was a dinner which the visiting
families had brought. 5
An outgrowth of these Friday-afternoon exercises in the rural
schools was the formation of literary and debating societies. It is
possible that their roots can b~ traced to the New England town
meetings and the debates of political candidates. 6
These societies provided an opportunity to socialize while engaging
in something which resulted in growth both on the personal and
community level. By the fostering of education and culture, the gap
between Eastern civilization and frontier crudeness would eventually
be closed. Consequently, these societies sprang up in many new communities and towns. As usual, the teacher became the leader. Members were canvassed to give a reading, sing a song, deliver a speech or
hold a debate.
It was not only in the rural areas that these societies flourished . The
citizens of Houston, Texas founded the Franklin Debating Society as
early as 1837, followed by the Houston Young Men's Society the next
year. Some of the topics for debate were "Have theatres an immoral
tendency?", "Was Bonaparte a benefactor of mankind?", and for
the young Republic a most pressing subject, "Would it be advantageous to Texas to annex herself to the States of the North if practicable?"7 Another topic debated by the intellectual young townsmen
who participated in these clubs, often called "lyceums, " 8 was "Are
the minds of females susceptible of as high cultivation as those of
men?" The source does not reveal what conclusion was arrived at.
Nevertheless, these societies often constituted a training ground for
future politicians and preachers, 9 as well as offered an opportunity for
social and intellectual contacts.
Especially in the case of the rural clubs, the search for suitable
material became somewhat of a problem. Books were scarce on the
frontier. If, indeed, the settler had ever possessed any, he would have
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had to leave all but maybe a Bible · and an almanac behind when
moving west. Books were heavy and not a necessity for survival.
When a wagonload had to be lightened along the way, books and
sometimes a heavy musical instrument - such as an organ - were the
first items to be discarded and left by the wayside. There is much
evidence in pioneer diaries and letters of the women's sorrow and
frustration at having to give up these prized possessions, symbols of
culture and a more settled way of life than that which awaited them to
the west.
Topics, poems and plays might be found in old school books or
magazines. 10 But even these were rare. Often a rural teacher had to get
by with a Bible, a dictionary and whatever books the children could
bring to the classroom. 11 "Speech books" existed ai).d were sometimes
sent for from the East. 12
In spite of a great interest in reading, the pioneers were poor, and
the luxury of owning books or subscribing to newspapers and magazines was often beyond their means . Quite frequently, the settlers
would give up other comforts in order to "take a paper" and receive
news from the outside world. Farm and Fireside and Comfort were
popular and included farming, gardening and household hints as well
as a few stories in each issue. 1 3 Newspapers were started in communities as soon as the settlers could reasonably support one. It was not
uncommon for a journeyman printer to arrive at the same time as the
pioneers, driving a cart with his printip.g equipment. In return for
spreading the work of the nascent town, he would receive a small
subsidy, 14 enabling him to continue his publication.
With the great desire for reading and the scarcity of books, the
reader could not be very selective. A book was, indeed, a book, read
with interest and curiosity. Some could be a little more particular than
others, especially those who lived on a frontier not too far removed
from established settlements and major cities. We read about the boy
in the backwoods of Indiana, gathering nuts to sell so that he could
buy the works of Plato, Dante and Milton. A New England visitor to
Illinois in the 1840s commented, "One will meet with a well thumbed
and select library in the log cabin, and listen to discourse on any topic
in that rude home which would give.spirit and life to an assemblage in
a Boston drawing room . " 15
Farther west, however, such discourses became fewer and the books
rarer. Inadequate and unreliable transportation was, of course, an
important factor .
But was there much time for reading on the frontier? Those
pioneers who took up farming had considerably more of that
commodity than those who engaged in cattle-raising. In fact, the early
farmer had quite a bit of leisure time as the lack of transportation -
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perhaps the greatest retardant in the settlement and economic
development of many areas - made it unfeasible for him to get any
surplus product to market. It did not pay the settler to do more than
subsistence farming until railroads arrived . Of a consequence, he did
have time to spare and sought various ways to occupy that time, quite
often in cultural pursuits .
Another major group of frontier inhabitants - the cowboy however , was more limited when it came to reading. Ranch work
allowed little time for this activity, and trail drives even less. He was
lucky to get four hours of sleep. However, the desire to read was everpresent. One cowboy discovered a small piece of paper in a fence corner and commented, " I got down and picked it up, simply because I was
hungry for something to read if not more than one or two words . " 16
About the only reading matter on the trail - if, indeed, it can be so
called - were the labels of the canned goods which were brought
along in the chuck wagon. These labels were memorized until every
cowboy "knew his cans" and could recite the text verbatim when cued
with the first word or two, such as "Condensed milk is prepared
from ... " A game developed from this, in which the cowboys would
test each other's knowledge of the labels and assess a penalty of five or
ten cents for each mistake. 17 This game was also a way greenhorns
quickly learned that it was necessary to "know your cans" in order to
become admitted into the cowboy fraternity.
When other reading matter was available, the cowboy preferred the
Police Gazette magazine, noted for its sensationalism, or stories about
infamous Western outlaws . 18 The Virginian had an opportunity to
acquaint himself with Shakespeare, thanks to that prototype of all
schoolmarms, Miss Molly Wood . It was not uncommon that nonfictional cowboys, too, read - or "took a whirl out of" - that and
other classical writers. 19
Too much reading was looked upon with suspicion. One cowboy
remarked about an habitual reader that he "has got so used t ' gittin'
all his back talk outen them [books] that it's jest got t' be onhandy fo'
him t' use his tongue wi' humans. " 20
Surprisingly enough, book dealers found it profitable to open shop
even in the very young communities. When Davenport, Iowa was less
than three years old, and with under 500 inhabitants, its first bookstore opened. Itinerant book sellers did business in more impermanent
settlements, such as the California mining camps. 21
For those who could not afford to set up a personal collection of
books, the subscription library provided a way in which to gain access
to books. Dayton, Ohio had a population of less than one hundred
when its first library began, in 1805. The subscribers drew lots to
determine who would see the books arriving in the first shipment. 22

100

Members of the Austin (Texas) Lyceum established that city's first
public library in the early 1840s, containing works of literature, history, commerce, and applied science. 23 Texas, with a large German
population, had a German Reading Room, occupying two floors of a
building in Galveston, and San Antonio's German Library boasted
1,400 volumes in the 1850s .
With all the libraries that sprang up, there were still a vast number
of pioneers in the more outlying settlements who lacked access to
books. 24 By the time the twentieth century dawned, however, reading
matter was becoming more readily available in town centers
everywhere. 25
The people who populated the frontier were as anxious to organize
churches as they were to establish schools. However, their religiosity
and the forms it took did not always serve them intellectually or cause
cultural improvement to take place in the community as a whole.
Quite frequently, the preachers who appeared in the settlements were
unqualified, even illiterate and downright charlatans . The
frontiersman himself is in part to blame for allowing his devotions to
be conducted by men of this stripe. With his need for emotionalism in
religion, the type of preacher he preferred was "an illiterate spellbinder who could speak his language and fire his enthusiasms. " 26 A
successful preacher on the remote Indiana frontier described himself,
"Yes, bless the Lord, I am a poor, humble man - and I doesn't know
a single letter in the ABC's and couldn't read a chapter in the Bible no
how you could fix it, bless the Lord! I jist preach like Old Peter and
Poll by the Sperit. " 27 To others, a preacher "by the Sperit" was better
than none at all, and the visits of any circuit rider were eagerly
anticipated.
Revival meetings of up to ten days' duration were popular and
something to which the settlers looked forward, not only for the
emotional need they filled but also for the opportunities they offered
for easing the loneliness and isolation of the environment through
"visiting" old and making new friends .
However, where churches and Sunday schools were established and
ordained clergy conducted services on a more regular basis, they
unquestionably contributed in significant measure to the stabilization
and cultural growth of the communities they served.
Farmers everywhere were reluctant to deviate from methods handed
down through generations of agriculturists. Gradually, however, as
subsistence farming gave way to commercial production of farm commodities, it became necessary to acquire more efficient ways of
operating.
The states took an early interest in farmer education, particularly
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after a law was passed in 1862, providing for at least one agricultural
and mechanical (A&M) college in each state, financed through the sale
of public lands. 28
The agricultural colleges, through extension divisions and farmers'
institutes, played an important role in educating the already professional farmer. Pennsylvania State College, in 1892, initiated the
"Chautauqua Course of Home Reading in Agriculture." Book lists
were circulated, examinations offered and correspondence regarding
the courses provided . In 1899, over 3,400 were taking advantage of the
course. By that time, several other states had successfully established
similar programs. 29 •
Through the Hatch Act of 1887, 15,000 dollars a year was provided,
also from the sale of public lands, to be given to each state and territory for agricultural experimental work. This money was to benefit
the land-grant colleges except in those states where experimental stations were already in operation under the aegis of some other agency .
By 1888, there were 46 stations in 38 states and one territory. They
published the results of their work in the form of reports and bulletins
to the various and increasing divisions of the Department of Agriculture, which, in turn, made them available to the farmers. 30 In 1889,
that Department established the Division of Publications, making the
distribution of information more efficient. The Farmers' Bulletins
were started, and monthly lists of publications appeared . In 1899,
426,000 lists circulated . When the Weather Bureau was transferred
from the Signal Service of the War Department to the Department of,
Agriculture in 1891, it, too, began to compile various publications,
including weather maps, to benefit the farmerY
Beside the every-day information made accessible to him, the
farmer had various journals at his disposal, such as The Prairie
Farmer, in which instructions were given regarding the peculiar needs
of the soils of different regions. The wasteful and depleting manner in
which earlier fields had been cultivated no longer would answer the
purpose in times of increased demands on productivity.
In addition, reading clubs were formed which experts in various
fields would visit. Short courses for farmers were offered at the A&M
colleges; meetings were held in the winter months and offered lectures
and discussions as well as more entertaining features. Organizations,
such as the Grange (Patrons of Husbandry) and the Farmers'
Alliance, also provided educational opportunities.
For the adults who desired formal courses in academic subjects, the
choices were rather limited, unless they were in a position to engage
private tutors. The only reference found to adult classes states that the
city of Houston, during the days of the Texas Republic (1836-1845),
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offered arithmetic, surveying and mathematics in evening classes at
both the city school and private schools. The city school also accomodated adults in day classes in mathematics and various commercial
subjects, primarily stenography. 33
Learning on the frontier, for children as well as adults, was often
fraught with adversity, but thanks to the intense desire to better themselves inherent in all pioneers, these difficulties were overcome. As
state and federal agencies stepped in to aid educational programs,
these became more widespread . Eventually the isolation and downright abandonment which the frontiersmen had initially felt were
broken: the gap between east and west had been closed.
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Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor
THE FATHER OF CALIFORNIA WINE: AGOSTON HARASZTHY,
Including Grape Culture, Wines & Winemaking. Edited by Theodore
Schoenman, Foreword by Robert L. Blazer. (Santa Barbara, Capra Press [Box
2068, 93120]1979 . 51, xxv, 126p., illus., ports., facsims. $10.00)
The next time you lift to your lips a glass of California Pi not Chardonnay,
Pi not Noir, Gewurtztraminer, or Cabernet Sauvignon, you might make a
small toast to the memory of the visionary viticulturalist who made your
pleasure possible .
Agoston Harsaszthy arrived in the Sonoma Valley a half century ahead of
jack London, and discovered that the climate and soil were perfect for his
favorite hobby: grapegrowing. He left behind a valley rich in wine, and a book
which has a particularly satisfying clarity and bouquet of its own - a treasury
of his travels in search of the perfect grape .
Haraszthy's Grape Culture, Wines, and Wine-Making is one of those little
classics which never seem to go out of date, though it has long been out of
print. "I have read and reread it countless times," Balzer says. "It has been
the source of inspiration for not only dozens of essays which I have written on
California wines, but there are as many vignettes which I have read aloud to
my classes in wine appreciation.''
Haraszthy's book is reprinted here, with a lively foreword by the appreciative Mr. Balzer, and with a biography of the wine titan by Theodore
Schoenman. Both the book by and the one about Haraszthy are worth reading
and savoring .
Touring Europe on behalf of the California legislature, Haraszthy
gathered notes for this book and 100,000 grape cuttings from the finest
vineyards in France, Italy, Spain, and Germany. What he brought back with
him to his adopted state made possible the birth of California winemaking . He
left the state immeasurably richer for his presence, yet few modern readers
know the name and story of this great pioneer.
Schoenman's readable biography reads like fiction, for the life he describes
was truly a spectacular one, filled with all the color and drama of California's
early years, when men could become as great as their dreams . Haraszthy did.
Perhaps the state's wine industry would have been launched by someone else
had not this Hungarian nobleman appeared on the scene, but his was a oneman epic, and he is rightly remembered today as "the father of California
wine." His own book provides an excellent view of the man and his travels
abroad, and Balzer is correct in saying that "There is no chapter without ad-
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venture and drama. The protagonist, as storyteller, is irresistible ... all along
the way there is the buoyancy of Haraszthy's indefatigable energy and
unbounded enthusiasm."
The enmity of William Ralston, the passions of the Civil War, and a series
of misfortunes wrote a sad finale to Haraszthy's California career; he tried
again in Nicaragua and built a great estate, only to drown in an alligatorinfested river. His son, Aprad, continued the great tradition, with the result
that "His legacy is everywhere on the winelands of California, greening the
landscape and heady with scent in every vintage." Not at all a bad way to be
remembered.
Schoenman's book is an indispensable addition to any historian's shelf or
wine fancier's library. For best results, read about the ambitious, innovative,
and flamboyant viticulturalist and vintner while sipping the stuff that made
him immortal. This is one book that goes superbly with fine wine .
Howard Latham
HANDBOOK OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. Volume 8:
CALIFORNIA. William C. Sturtevant, General Editor, Robert F. Heizer,
Volume Editor. (Washington, Smithsonian Institution, 1978, 800p., illus.,
tables, maps, notes, bibliog ., index. Distributed by Superintendent of Documents [GPO Washington D.C. 20402. order no . 047-000-00347-4.] $13.95)
For those interested in the culture, history, and life-styles of the North
American Indian, the projected 20 volume series under the general editorship
of William C. Sturtevant has been an eagerly awaited publishing event. If
Volume 8 dealing with the California Indians is any indication of the depth,
breadth, and painstaking attention to detail we can expect from the entire
series, the nearly fifteen year wait will have been well worth it. Heizer and his
contributors have given us a nearly perfect research tool which can be used by
anyone from the curious layman to the academic expert. More tightly written
than Kroeber's massive but now dated Handbook of the Indians of California,
the book covers not only linguistic, demographic, economic, religious, political, and ecological aspects of over fifty tribal/band entities, but provides ten
concise introductory articles by which the reader can orient himself to the
more detailed ethnographic material which follows.
Just as the book can be utilized by beginning students it can also serve
those with more developed or focused interests in such topics as rock art, basketry, music and musical instruments, mythology, cults, social organization
and treaties. These and many other ethnological subjects are expertly dealt
with in a concluding series of synthesizing articles designed to provide a broad
summary overview of various aspects of California Indian life. It contains a
rich feast of information and is certain to become the most widely consulted
general source on California's Native Americans . Undoubtedly it will remain
so for many decades, although it will not "replace" the earlier work of
Kroeber, Powers, Powell, Dixon, Harrington, Goddard and the multitude of
others who combined anthropological perspectives with humanistic concerns
and chronicled the California Indian's culture at a time when his traditional
way of life was either irrevocably changed or undergoing the severe strains of
rapid transition. This newer work is simply better informed; for example, the
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interrelationships between (and among) many California groups have been
clarified as a result of an additional half-century of intensive archeological
excavation, aided immeasurably by such improved dating techniques as radiometric measurement based on atomic decay ratios, dendrochronology (treering dating) studies, and paleo-magnetism as a means of determining fire rings
at ancient camp sites . Even computers using simulation programs for determining the "carrying capacity" of biological zones have helped contemporary
researchers understand the interplay between man and nature in California
more scientifically and with greater accuracy than was possible previously. All
of these factors 'flake the volume a very timely and valuable reference work.
In addition, ( the various articles provide a wealth of data in table form,
which is both easily accessible, understandable, and up to date, but it is the
nearly fifty pages of bibliographical references which many will find indispensable, particularly as the following index makes locating materials either by
subject, tribe, geographic area, author, or linguistic designation a very easy
task. This reviewer cannot praise the editors and contributors enough for
providing such a well-conceived and executed compendium of material on
California Indians . Perhaps even more important is the remarkably reasonable
price of this quality work: $13.95 represents about a nickel a page for a monumental (800 pages) piece of first-rate scholarship.
Bruce LeBrack, College of the Pacific, U .O.P.
A DICTIONARY OF THE OLD WEST, 1850-1900, by Peter Watts . (New
York: Knopf, 1977. 399p ., illus., bibliog . $12.95)
The author of this work asserts in the introduction that the book has two
purposes: "first, to be a guide to the Old West for readers of books covering
the period 1850-1900; second, to record certain words and phrases belonging
to the Old West." It has to be said that the work appears to achieve its stated
purpose. It can be useful to those doing historical research as well as to general
readers seeking to find the definitions of esoteric Western words. There are
2,000 entries, more than 185 drawings and interesting quotations from some
of the great Western writers. In this regard, it should be noted that Peter
Watts, under the pseudonyms of Matt Chishold and Cy James, has authored
over 100 Westerns. It should also be noted that "in real life" Peter Watts is an
English civil servant who currently resides in London .
Every library of Western Americana and every western or cowboy buff will
find this book a useful source of information and pleasure.
Bart Harloe, University of the Pacific
THE PLAINS ACROSS: The Overland Emigrants and the Trans-Mississippi
West, 1840-60, by John D. Unruh, Jr. (Urbana, University of Illinois Press,
1979. 565p., illus., maps, tables, bibliog., notes, index. $22.50)
The primary thrust of this path-breaking book by the late John Unruh is
an analysis of the "changing role over time of the major 'assistants' to the
overland emigrants : the Indians, the Federal Government, private
entrepreneurs, the Mormon settlement in the Salt Lake Valley, and t-he
emerging settlements on the West Coast." In the process of this undertaking,
Unruh debunks a number of myths about the antebellum overland emigration.
For example, most accounts of this experience have emphasized the lonely
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individuals of the Westward Movement. Unruh effectively demonstrates the
cooperative nature of the movement and even speaks of the "collective community" of overlanders. And contrary to Hollywood's historical accounts of
overlander-Indian relations, Unruh notes the crucial role the Indians played in
assisting the westward movement of the emigrants. This continued to be the
case, Unruh asserts, until the Gold Rush began to attract a different kind of
emigrant. Relations between the Indians and whites continued downhill in the
1850's . I think Unruh provides a fair assessment of the consequences of
overlander aggression toward the Indians when he states:
It is indisputable that Indians posed a greater threat to overland travel by 1860 than they
had in 1840, a situation for which the overland emigrants especially those lured westward by the gold rush, shared, with their culture and government, a major responsibil-

ity."

Ultimately, Unruh places the entire situation in perspective when he
observes that by far the biggest danger on the trail was disease and that almost
as many overlanders died by drowning as did at the hands of the Indians.
Throughout the book, the author attempts to demythologize the entire
experience. The following passage is typical:
"If the emigrant outfitted carefully, commenced his journey as soon as the prai rie
grasses sustained grazing, maintained reasonable hygiene, treated the Indians fairly,
respectfully, and strictly, and followed a rout ine of deliberate daily travel interspe rsed
with regular days of rest, there was little reason to fear the overland trip .''

This book is well illustrated with maps, original photographs, and
drawings. It is thus of value to scholars and general readers alike, for despite
the scholarly apparatus, it tells a good story and tells it very well.
Bart Harloe, University of the Pacific
THE EARLY TEMPLES OF THE MORMONS, The Architecture of the Mil·
lennial Kingdom in the American West, by Laurel B. Andrew. (Albany, State
University of New York Press, 1978, 218p., ill us., facsims., bibliog . $15.00)
On the first examination of this book - the photographs, the charts, the
drawings, - one thinks architecture, art, religious symbolism, but the text is
very much more than that. It is first a very good capsule history of the origins
of Mormonism, then, by chronicling the geographic movements of the Mormons, it illustrates a place by place study of the buildings that epitomized
Mormon worship, Emphasis is placed on the religious message the buildings
were intended to portray to their communities, and on the nature of those
communities in the same terms. Most discussed are the six 19th century temples (Kirtland, Nauvoo, Salt Lake City, St. George, Logan, and Manti), but a
few tabernacles and distinctive chapels are also described, as well as a few nonMormon contemporary structures.
The Early Temples can be read from any of the aspects it illustrates, and it
offers much food for thought from each of them.
Arthur Swann, University of the Pacific
THE MORMON EXPERIENCE, A History of the Latter-Day Saints, by
Leonard J. Arrington and Davis Bitton. (New York, Knopf, 1979. 404p .,
illus ., ports., facsims., sketch maps, notes bibliog ., index. $15 .00)
Both authors are believing and practicing members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints . It was their objective to produce a one-volume
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history of their complicated denomination, a history that would be objective
and balanced and that would be accepted by Mormons and others alike. This
reviewer believes that they have succeeded.
The book is topical first, then chronological, as a readable history book
has to be. It reveals the multi-faceted nature of Mormonism that led its persecuted faithful on the trans-continental trek, and that still triumphantly sends
its missionaries around the world with little more than their faith as preparation, support and message. This spirit of trust and adventure is found
throughout the book. Stressed, too, is the human character of the leaders of
the church, their foibles and mistakes, but these targets of anti-Mormon critics
are put in the proper perspective, so that answers to the strictures that have
always been a source of anguish to the faithful can be given public expression.
The result is a fine example of true apologetic in the tradition of ecclesiastical
history well undertaken and well executed.
Mormon families will find this a good book to own, for refreshment and
for reference; non-Mormons, too, will find this book valid. Of course, an
interest in the field of either American religious history or Western history in
general should be presumed, although there is much to attract the attention of
even the casual browser.
The student of Mormonism will find this an excellent starting point. The
"Bibliographical Essay" and "Notes" contain not only citations, but also
locations of hard to find copies of fugitive materials. Some notes are generously explanatory, so written to avoid interrupting the text. The book is not
without humor; it is obvious that the writers are alive and human. Students
aware of unresolved questions in Mormonism or about Mormons (social positions, for example) will probably not find answers here, for this was not the
authors' intent or objective. The problems, rather, are carefully placed in
historical perspective, and outcomes are not predicted or projected. There the
book ends, and this revi'ew. But let us hope that this quality of writing in the
History Division of the Church will not end.
Arthur W. Swann, University of the Pacific
LAND'S END, by Kevin Starr. (McGraw-Hill, 1979. 854p. $14.95)
When Kevin Starr's prizewinning history "Americans and the California
Dream" appeared in 1973, a local critic complained that is was "the kind of
book people will buy and not read. Its syntax is complex, its vocabularly
rarefied, and it presumes considerable understanding of Western civilization."
In other words, Starr's history committed the most unpardonable of all
literary offenses: it required its reader to think.
Land's End is Starr's attempt to rewrite his earlier, formal view of history
in a more popular format. By turning novelist, the historian has found a way
to capture a wider audience and update his continuing exploration of the
California Dream.
The difference here is that Starr is free to combine the analysis and
detachment of the historian with the freewheeling inventiveness and special
pleading permitted the novelist.
The result is a novel which is both rousing soap opera and lively intellectual
drama. Starr also has it both ways by combining a nostalgic look at the chic
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decadence and leaderless turbulence of today's high-rise town.
Land's End is a sprawling, robust tale of two cities - San Francisco present and San Francisco past. The present is revealed through the point of view
-of James Norton, disenchanted chief librarian, idealistic scholar, and uncivil
servant.
An outspoken critic of civic mediocrity who is constantly at sword's point
with the city's anti-library bureaucracy, Norton is also the reluctant lackey of
a Godfather type mayor whose questionable political ambitions and
impeccable showmanship are the despair of the guileless librarian.
Norton's own weakness is Deborah Tanner, a leggy, liberated junior librarian from Phoenix. She sees James for the over-age adolescent he is, yet sees in
him the sophisticated historian he might become (with a little push and shove
from her .)
San Francisco of old is evoked through the adventures of Sebastian
Collins, a man whose long (1848-1940) and wonderfully colorful career tantalizes and inspires Norton to become his biographer.
There is material enough for a dozen biographies as we follow Collins from
his Gold Rush youth, eastern college days, and European coming of age to his
California homecoming as author and winegrower. We watch him help build a
new San Francisco (as Norton has vain hopes of doing and enjoy the fellowship of some spectacular San Franciscans.
Starr is careful to make his reader an intimate companion of the merry
crowd of bohemians and builders who gave The City its last Golden Age. We
lunch with James Phelan at Montalvo, hear Jack London tell a bedtime story
at the Bohemian Grove, and get slapped on the back by Sunny Jim Rolph .
Like Norton, Starr's reader lives in two worlds at once. Though the transitions of Starr's historical crosscutting are not always smooth, his use of twin
narrators is an effective strategy. Norton and Collins start at opposite ends of
the historical spectrum, moving closer and closer together as the book progresses, and the parallel lines of their vastly different worlds seem at last to
meet.
There is wisdom in that convergence, for the worldly gentleman and man
about town whose biography Norton dreams of writing is also the man he
dreams of becoming. As the biographer moves beyond simple hero worship to
complex self-evaluation, he discovers that the life of Sebastian Collins offers
hope for the salvation of a disillusioned James Norton and for the resurrection
of a deteriorating San Francisco.
"When you are at the end of America," Norton asks, " where else is there
to go?" A believer in lost causes, Norton is resigned to staying on and fighting
for the improvement of the library and the city it struggles to serve. But it is a
telling comment that the happy ending of Land's End is achieved by sending
the librarian and his new bride out of the unmanageable city into the serene
Napa countryside, and the final irony of the novel is that the reader finds himselfhoping that Mr. and Mrs . Norton will stay in their Edenic valley, haunted
only by the sounds of the honeybees and tinkling cowbells, rather than return
to a fallen city haunted by the sounds of gunfire and sirens in the night.
Historians may complain about Starr's use of history as fiction. Novelists
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may object to his use of fiction as a vehicle for social and political meditation.
Certain San Franciscans will be flattered (or flustered) about the way they
have been portrayed; others will be disappointed or even indignant that the
writer has left them out of the story (getting into Land's End may become an
event of greater significance than getting into the San Francisco social
register).
But the book is worth these complaints, as well as its occasional storytelling lapses . Starr's sacred and profane salute to The City is also his own
autobiography, and that is worth having. In this bid to become one of San
Francisco's major interpreters, the novelist reveals himself as the leading
character of his civic epic. Seen in the twin personae of old Sebastian Collins
and young James Norton, Starr has written the history of his city in an actual,
imaginative, and speculative history of himself.
Howard Lachtman
DEEPEST VALLEY: A Guide to Owens Valley, its roadsides and mountain
trails, by Paul C. Bateman, et al. Edited by Genny Schumacher Smith. (Los
Altos, William Kaufmann, Inc. [l First St. 94022]1978. 238p., illus., diagrs.,
sketch maps, bibliog., index. paper, $6.95)
OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER CONFLICT: A Reprint from the
Guidebook DEEPEST VALLEY, the critical issues of the lawsuit filed by
Inyo County against the Los Angeles Department of Water & Power. (Los
Altos, William Kaufmann, Inc., 1978. p. 201-227, paper, $1.95)
Deepest Valley, edited by Genny Schumacher Smith, is an excellent source
of information on Owens Valley. There is something here for everyone; it is
not a guide only to roads and trails and the height of mountain passes. The
material covers the natural history and environment of Owens Valley, but
there is a good section on the human history and the struggle with Los Angeles
over surface water. This 1978 revised edition has an excellent section devoted
to the success of Inyo County in the court cases against the Department of
Water and Power of Los Angeles which has been pulled out and issued as a
separate excerpt. It discusses the problem of pumping underground water in
order to keep the second 1970 aqueduct filled during the dry years of the
1970's and in the future.
This excerpt, the chapter entitled Ground Water Conflict 1970, is the
easiest place to find most of the issues concentrated in the court cases between
lnyo County and the Department of Water and Power of Los Angeles over
how much underground water can be pumped from its wells in Owens Valley.
These cases and decisions are setting precedents that will have implications all
over the West. The serenity of the last 40 years between Owens Valley and Los
Angeles was brought to an end by this effort to obtain more of the groundwater. This contest is in the courtrooms and what the laws say, rather than
between Los Angeles and a group of unorganized farmers as was true in the
1920's and 1930's . Everyone interested in the struggle over water in Owens
Valley should read this book. lnyo County is winning.
R. Coke Wood, author of Owens Valley As I Knew It

Ill

THE JEWS IN THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH, by Robert E . Levinson.

(New York and Berkeley, KTA V Publishing Co . and the Commission for the
Preservation of Pioneer Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks of the Judah L.
Magnes Memorial Museum [2911 Russell St., Berkeley 94705] cl978, 1968.
232p., illus., ports., facsims., notes, bibliog., index . Landmarks of Western
Jewish History Publications, I. $16.65 postpaid)
The concluding lines of this enthusiastic book illustrate what to this
reviewer are the author's main themes, which he had turned to again and again
in his text: "The Jew made California his permanent home. He displayed a
willingness to remain after the glamor . .. wore off. Because he stayed, others
were encouraged to stay .. . Without the Jewish merchant in the gold rush
region, the prosperity and permanence of her towns and cities might not have
been maintained ."
I have underlined Dr. Levinson's one particular work because I do not
believe he has quite proven his case. That a few hundred, fairly scattered
Jewish settlers in the Mother Lode made that decisive a difference may have
been so, but again, perhaps not; his data do not warrant so firm a series of
assertions. That caveat aside he has given the interested reader a clear, lively,
and well-researched account of Jewish life in the gold rush region and communities . His combined use of old newspapers ,' grave sites, secondary
accounts, and interviews with appropriate descendants is impressive .
Most of his subjects were immigrants from Germany and France, with a
lesser number from eastern Europe. While most were merchants and retailers,
acting as middlemen between their San Francisco suppliers and Mother Lode
consumers, some were miners, contrary to customary opinion that all Jews
were the former. While some were Orthodox, the majority seemed to have
been Reformed, befitting their mid-nineteenth century German background.
They were dependent on themselves for their religious life, supplemented by
the services of visiting Rabbis from either Stockton, Sacramento, or San
Francisco for the high holidays; in such conditions old-world observational
regularity and frequency decline sharply, perhaps accelerated by many interfaith marriages. The almost complete absence of anti-Semitism in these years
(ca. 1850-90) in our state was striking, and is a subject worth further
exploration .
With the decline of gold and the transition to farming and specialized merchandising, most Jews moved from the foothills and mountain towns to the
valley and bay area communities, where their "generalist" retail expertise was
afforded a continuing greater arena of endeavor.
This enjoyable volume, a successful combination of historical and antiquarian inquiry, is warmly recommended to readers interested in both
California Gold Rush and American Jewish history .
Paul J. Hauben, College of the Pacific, U .O.P.
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KEEP THE LAST BULLET FOR YOURSELF: THE TRUE STORY OF
CUSTER'S LAST STAND, by Thomas B. Marquis. (New York, Two
Continents Publishing Group and Reference Publications, Inc. [30 E . 42nd St.
10017]1976. 203p., ill us., maps, index. $12.50)
Thomas B. Marquis was a physician who, for many years during the first
quarter of this century, worked among the Cheyenne Indians in their Montana
reservation not far from the site of the Seventh Cavalry's fateful battle at the
Little Big Horn. He befriended many of the Indians, some of whom were
veterans of the Custer fight. After years of conversing with these Indians
through sign language Marquis reached an astonishing conclusion regarding
the fate of Custer and his men : that the troopers had not been massacred but
rather, when surrounded by thousands of Indian warriors, had panicked and
_turned their weapons upon themselves, committing mass suicide!
Dr. Marquis presents this previously unpublished thesis in a careful and
methodical manner. He first reviews the facts of the battle as they were known
at the time of his writing, i.e ., the number and quality of the opposing forces,
their different methods of fighting, quality and quantity of armaments, and
the development of the battle. The author also describes several earlier engagements between white and greatly superior numbers of Indians in order to
illustrate the point that successful resistance by well armed and disciplined
whites was the rule rather than the exception.
The crux of Marquis' thesis is the Indian testimony itself which, the author
claims, was either not solicited or misunderstood by his predecessors. According to Marquis, the Indians with whom he spoke told of creeping up on
Custer's men and seeing them turn their guns upon themselves and each other,
"fighting among themselves" and behaving as if they had "gone crazy." As to
why Custer's men would panic Marquis offers three explanations: that Custer
and his command were ignorant as to the number of Indians camped at the
Little Big Horn; that the greater part of the Seventh Cavalry was undisciplined
and inexperienced in Indian warfare; and the "rock bottom" cause, the widespread belief among the soldiers that "the paramount desire of Indians in warfare was to capture enemies, especially white people, for the sole purpose of
torturing them ."
Marquis' argument is most compelling and is presented in a systematic,
well documented manner. Each point is set down and analyzed both on its
own merits and in its relation to the greater drama. Three useful maps are
included along with a three-page bibliography of works cited by the author. If
we are to believe the Indians who took part in the battle and Marquis'
interpretation of their story, then perhaps we now possess the true and awful
explanation of what befell the men of the Seventh Cavalry the afternoon of
June 25, 1876.
Thomas Carter, San Jose State University
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WOMEN AND MEN ON THE OVERLAND TRAIL, by John Mack
Faragher. (New Haven, CN., Yale University Press, 1979. 28lp., map, tables,
nc:>tes, bibliog., index. $7 .50)
Unlike the pretty Western scene of a fragile lady sitting in a wagon with her
stalwart husband walking beside her, the overland trip as it actually was is
described in this colorful book, which tells how the women took their places
beside their husbands in this great American trek of the mid-1800's.
Between 1843 and 1870, many mid-Western farm families sold their possessions , outfitted a wagon, and headed West. The women prepared the family
for the long trip by making warm clothes and preserving some foodstuffs. On
the trail, they often walked behind the wagons to collect buffalo dung which
they used for fuel in the absence of wood.
If water were available the women would beg to have the train stop for a
day so that they could wash. While the women were doing the laundry, the
men hunted for sport and food .
Faragher, an assistant professor of History at Mount Holyoke, has written
a careful description of this life on the trail. He used diaries, memoirs and even
folk songs to examine the adventure. His well-documented book will be a
source of great pleasure to the Western History scholar or buff, and students
of family history and women's history will be absorbed by the presentation.
Chapter III of this book appeared in the Spring, 1979, issue of The Pacific
Historian.
Martha Seffer O'Bryon, Editor, The Pacific Historian
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HISPANIC FOLK SONGS OF NEW MEXICO with Selected Songs Collected, Transcribed and Arranged for Voice and Piano, by John Donald Robb
(Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1978, c 1954. 83p., score. University of New Mexico Publications in the Fine Arts. paper. $4. 95)
John Donald Robb, dean emeritus of the University of New Mexico
College of Fine Arts and past president of the New Mexico Folklore Society, is
also an active composer and a director and past vice-president of the
Composers Group of New York. He is a serious collector of Southwestern
Spanish folk song who has extensively recorded village singers . From a
collection that numbered some 1300 songs at the time this book was written he
chose fifteen songs to represent the cream of his collection. Then from his
unique vantage point as a scholar, composer and amateur he wrote the fine
reference text material of the book and made his own accompaniment settings
of the melodies .
The first section of the book is the technical text, some twenty-one pages of
useful notes on the collecting of the songs, the musicological data, and
comments on individual pieces. This section provides the necessary ground for
those who would use the book as study material. It is followed by the first
musical part, songs from a Christmas mystery play particular to New Mexico.
The drama actually begins before the play proper with a procession to the play
hall. This procession stops at houses along the way in a sort of preamble to the
main play . Teachers and youth leaders will find ideas for holidays or social
studies projects in this section of the book, and scholars of the religious drama
will be interested in this survival of the mystery play and its special characters
and situations.
·
The second half of the song selections, the secular group, is appealing for
singing around the piano, particularly the songs of amusing character, such as
the one making fun of an old Ford. A diverse collection is found in the eight
selections. They run the gamut from humor to pathos with a certain melancholy predominating.
The book has been planned with the aim of making the songs accessible for
casual singing. Both Spanish and English texts have been provided, accompaniment has been written for piano, and a music-rack format with spiral binding
has been chosen. Despite these pluses there are two drawbacks . One derives
from the strophic nature of the songs. They run up to thirty-four verses, which
means that when one is reading later verses he is not on the same page as the
music. The second is that the accompaniments will provide a challenge for
even an experienced sight reader. Robb's desire to offer his own composing art
in the settings as a gift to the folk art that gave him such pleasure is sympathetically understood; however, the resulting settings are too different in chordal
structure from the naive harmonies that would arise in untutored singing.
These drawbacks are minor compared with the overall effect of the book,
which has to be appreciated as at once a work of musical anthropology, a
work of art, and a genuine pleasure.
Nelda Smith
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CRICKET IN THE GRASS AND OTHER STORIES, by Philip Van Soelen.
(San Francisco/ New York, Sierra Club/ Charles Scribner's Sons, 1979. 128p. ,
illus. $9.95)
Recommended for children of 6-10 years, Cricket in the Grass is a visual
experience book which will delight readers and non-readers alike. Consecutive
picture stories tell the drama of five ecosystems, with short narratives on each
story included in the back as a supplement to the drawings.
For parent and child, Cricket provides an opportunity to share in a child's
creativity, as he interprets the stories himself. For educators, Cricket can be a
strategy in testing reading readiness or a stimulus for creative writing, as well
as background perspective for lessons in biological food chains or environmental sensitivity.
Cricket in the Grass, created to enhance a young person's knowledge of the
impact he has on his environment and the creatures who share it, fulfills its
goals in a unique fashion .
Nora O'Bryon
STEINBECK'S WOMEN : ESSAYS IN CRITICISM, edited by Tetsumaro
Hayashi. (Muncie, Ind., Ball State University for the Steinbeck Society of
America, 1979. 54p., bibliog., notes, Steinbeck Monograph Series No . 9.
paper, inquire)
Literary critics have labelled John Steinbeck a chronicler of masculine pursuits. They seldom have examined Steinbeck's writings which focused upon
women. In truth, Steinbeck did not create an array of three-dimensional
female protagonists; instead, his feminine characters were stereotypes or shallow portraits . Still, there are aspects of even stereotypical portrayals which
warrant examination. This has been the mission of Steinbeck's Women:
Essays in Criticism.
In the introduction, editor Hayashi and Richard F. Peterson admit that
Steinbeck's women fall primarily into the categories of "mothers or whores."
They note, however, that some critics have honed from Steinbeck's works
"examples of women who are interesting and individual characters in their
own right even as they function within certain stereotypes ." These critics'
essays have been compiled in this book.
Sandra Beatty's two essays, "A Study of Female Characterization in
Steinbeck's Fiction" and "Steinbeck's Play-Women," focus upon the importance of a woman's presence in plots in order to direct the action. She cites
Curly's wife in Of Mice and Men as a "well developed character in her own
right" who, in seeking companionship and an identity, becomes the plot's
motivating force.
Mimi Reise! Gladstein, in her essays "Female Characters in Steinbeck:
Minor Characters of Great Importance" and "Steinbeck's Juana : A Woman
of Worth," agrees with Beatty that Steinbeck's women are steady, reliable,
and apt reflections of their masculine partners; however, in addition, she says
they are either romantically sentimentalized or under-characterized.
Marilyn L. Mitchell in "Steinbeck's Strong Women: Feminine Identity in
the Short Stories," cites Elisa Allen in The Chrysanthemums and Mary Teller
in The White Quail as women who gave little to, but took much from, their
men . Rather than serve as reflections of their mates, Elisa and Mary parallel
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them . They plant gardens (a feminine activity) with the determination and
aggressiveness found in Steinbeck's men. Mary refuses to be a sexual object;
she even locks her bedroom door. Elisa, too, shows no sexual desire for her
husband . Both women are purposeful, cold-natured and sexually frigid .
Other of Steinbeck's women, however, are warm and sexually eager. Their
lives are devoted to sexually fulfilling men . In "Steinbeck's Happy Hookers,"
Robert E. Morseberger focuses upon this group. Here are the women who are
ready to lend a listening ear or provide a ready bedmate. "Steinbeck's men
build up a peak of frustration and then go berserk in brothels," says
Morseberger.
Overall, this tightly focused set of six essays on Steinbeck's attention to the
fictional female presents many questions and suggests several conclusions. In
the Preface, Hayashi writes that "the study of Steinbeck's work from the
perspective of his female characters has just begun." If so, Steinbeck's
Women may be the cornerstone upon which future studies will be built.
Dennis E. Hensley, Manchester College, Ind.

LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS
by Roger Barnett, College of the Pacific, U .O.P.
LOST HARBOR: The Controversy Over Drake's California Anchorage, by
Warren L. Hanna. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1979. 459p.,
illus., ports., sketch maps, facsims., notes, bibliog., index . $15.95)
On an absolutely beautiful Saturday in mid-June of this past summer many
members of the Drake Navigators Guild, with this reviewer as an invited guest,
celebrated the 400th anniversary of the landing of Sir Francis Drake on the
coast of California by sailing into Drake's Bay on a U .S. Navy ship. On that
June day the wind was blowing fiercely from the north-west but it was very
clear, whereas an attempt by the Guild to show the state commission on
historical monuments the same scene from the same ship the previous October
had merely demonstrated that the weather can still be as "vile and stinking" as
Drake's record described it. On that occasion our ship re-entered the Golden
Gate by radar with nothing visible on either side, and the underside of the
bridge deck barely visible 200 feet above .
The problem of the weather and its role as evidence is just one of the many
circumstantial pieces used by partisan groups in their long-standing dispute
over the exact location of Drake's California Anchorage of 1579. For its contributi.on to the Drake quadricentennial the University of California Press has
published the most complete and authoritative account yet of the controversial
discussions of almost a century concerning Drake. Warren Hanna, a
practising attorney, history buff, and Drake expert, has put forward a
masterly lawyerlike survey (one might even say a brief) of the history of the
dispute. He has not taken a new position himself, although a lifetime's study
well entitles him to; your reviewer, a geographer and a full-time academic, is
not as legally cautious, and goes on balance for the Drake's Bay site of the
Guild. This controversy has shown us, with the intensity of fee ling it has
aroused in the hearts of many of its protagonists, that the definitive work (and
I can so describe Lost Harbor without reservation) had to be done by a lawyer,
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not an academic, and by a non-partisan in favor of no one of the sites.
There is therefore little, if anything, new in this book -and the author did
not intend otherwise. Those deeply involved in the topic have therefore read it
all before, but, with the exception of the unique Fall 1974 issue of the
California Historical Quarterly, usually only in one-sided accounts . Indeed,
fully one half of Hanna's text is a critical review of the material presented in
that 1974 printed debate, using the same "tenets" and giving his personal
opinion on who, if anyone, carried the argument for each tenet. The remainder of the book is divided between a summary of the voyage and the evidence
left at that time and in later historical sources, and a closing 50 pages of reproduction of texts of important historical documents, such as excerpts from
"The World Encompassed," Cermeno's account,"Hakluyt's account, and so
forth. The work is documented in the most complete manner with 30 pages of
footnotes, and a ten page bibliography, which has to be the most complete
ever compiled on this topic. Finally, there are some 70 illustrations including
reproductions of almost every germane map and chart, of historic prints,
portraits, photos from the late 1930's when the brass plate was discovered, and
even portraits of the leading figures of the present debates, including , somewhat innocently and with complete impartiality, on one side Queen Elizabeth
with Robert Power at Plymouth, England, while on the other Prince Philip is
shown with Admiral Nimitz peering at the Plate at Berkeley.
The controversy is stimulating precisely because it is esoteric, elusive, and
not capable of resolution . Deciding upon a landing site evokes our sense of
visual history - the contrast of cultures and costumes on that June summer
day 400 years ago, which we tried in part to recapture this June with the aid of
a British admiral and the Bishop of London, replete with all their ceremonies
and titles . But does it have much other significance? Hardly. From the professional and academic viewpoint, Drake landed somewhere about this latitude in
Northern California, and then was gone. The only impact locally was the
probable presence of some fair haired Miwok Indians observed by Crespi
some 200 years later, descendants of the dozen from Drake's ships who stayed
behind. Modern California, whose present rests as firmly rooted in its past as
any place, does. not trace anything back to this voyage and visit, and academic
history in the end recognizes this.
It was a pity that the State Commission in charge of plaques commemorating historical events could not have decided cleanly for one site or the other
last Fall, but the ferocity of arguments presented must have made the whole
project look at times like a leap into shark infested water. Our romantic sense
of history demands some recognition of such an unusual historic event as the
Drake voyage, though it is more a monument to English navigational talent in
the 16th century than to anything of importance in California history. In the
meantime we can all make good use of Mr. Hanna's classic: a dispassionate
survey of the entire situation, valuable to those relatively unfamiliar as well as
those in the thick of the topic. I realise that some of the latter may be disturbed
by some of Mr. Hanna's judgments of the merit of some of their points of
argument, but I found Mr. Hanna (on the whole) complete, fair, and objective. All libraries in the state must buy this book; most regional historians in
California will surely wish to.
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THE CALIFORNIA WATER ATLAS: William L. Kahrl, Project Director,
et al. Prepared by the Governor's Office of Planning and Research in Cooperation with the California Department of Water Resources. (Los Altos,
William Kauffman [1 First St., 94022] 1979. 118p., illus . [part col.], maps,
diagrs ., charts, bibiliog., index. $37.50)
In an age when popular thought characterizes much state government
activity as wasteful and costly, it is a pleasure to review in this space the
product of a $500,000 investment by the State Office of Planning and
Research . Not only is the California Water Atlas worth, in my opinion, every
penny which went into its production, the state also expects to recoup every
cent by selling this very lavish and somewhat atypical "government document" at an equally atypical high price of $37.50. One must add, however,
that this price represents excellent value in terms of today's money and price,
given the technical quality and editorial care which have been bestowed on this
work.

The oversize format, 16 by 18 inches, immediately identifies the book as an
atlas, and the presence of over 30 multi-colored plates (mostly combining
maps with other graphic presentations), further justifies the designation atlas.
But with a total of 124 pages it is equally evident that this is no mere book of
maps as it also has an impressive amount of text, and many other map, photograph, and diagrammatic displays. Particularly well done among the latter is
the lavish use of photography from space satellites or high-flying aircraft;
some of these high altitude photographs are of a stunning quality and illustrate
the growing role of the "map-photographs" in a modern atlas.
Clearly then, The California Water Atlas is in fact a complete fully illustrated encyclopedia of "Water in California:" hydrology and history, scientific and technical issues, the natural laws and man's law on water, past present - future. Its multiple authorship, the contributions of a wide array of
experts, after a manner of an encyclopedia, and controlled editing has produced a uniformly readable and professional style which conveys an air of
academic rather than bureaucratic neutrality. Only Stewart Brand's Afterword on the closing page has a slightly unwelcome political overtone. For the
body of the work individual authorship is not stated, but you may identify
major contributions from the list of contributors in the Preface.
As a reference source the atlas is easy to use, and as the note at the top of
the Index suggests, the atlas has been constructed for reference by perusal of a
topic rather than for reading from cover to cover . In the course of reviewing it
for this journal I can confirm that it does indeed work well in the way
intended. As the first real and complete reference work on water for this state
it would be unthinkable for any library in California, however small, not to
have a copy . Nor should this book be considered solely for libraries; any
Californian wishing to have ready access to information on water, probably
destined to be our most vital resource problem, will find it worthwhile to
invest in a copy .
In closing this review, I would like to make a special mention of the cartography and the cartographers. As a geographer I have often been disappointed
by the maps and diagrams in books, but no such criticism can be levelled at the
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California Water Atlas. Under the capable direction of Bill Bowen, Professor
of Geography at Northridge, the graphics in this work are of a rare high standard. Maps and graphs are literally packed with information and merit hours
of study, all the while revealing that a well constructed map is both a visually
effective yet very accurate means of presenting a mass of information. If
anything , the cartographers have erred at times in trying to present too much
on one sheet. But Brand's Afterword gives us the probably explanation in saying that "the load on the cartography end got too heavy late in the game and
the 50 color plates originally planned had to be cut back . .. " In spite of this
late developing problem with cartography, I believe that the California Water
Atlas demonstrates the benefit of using competent geographer-cartographers
for the maps and graphics in any work where such features are used . Above all
it shows the merit of using the atlas plus text format, with the geographer in a
central role, as the most effective medium for presenting regional themes. Let
us hope that the Water Atlas is indeed the first increment in an Atlas of
California, as Brand suggests in his Afterword. Let us also hope that the same
standards are maintained in future additions to our state atlas . A last
word for our Stockton readers: one of you should ask why Stockton was
omitted from the map of Urban Water Use on page 80. Is it because we have
such a disorderly water supply system here that it could not be accurately
mapped?
THE CALIFORNIA TOMORROW PLAN, edited by Alfred Heller. (Los
Altos, William Kaufmann, Inc. 1972. 120p ., charts, diagrs ., index . $9.95,
paper $3.95)
THE CALIFORNIA LAND: Planning fo r People. The Report of the
California Land-Use Task Force. (Los Altos, William Kaufmann, Inc. Sponsored by the Planning and Conservation Foundation, 1975 . 96p., illus., index.
paper, $4.50)
LAND AND THE ENVIRONMENT: Planning in California Today . Prepared for the Planning and Conservation Foundation by Sed way /Cooke. (Los
Altos, William Kaufmann, Inc . 1975. 154p., notes, index. paper, $14.95)
These three paperbound books are all publications of the William
Kaufmann Co., the agents for the new California Water Atlas reviewed above.
J ust as is the case with the Water Atlas, these three earlier publications are
concerned with emerging patterns of land use within the state. The California
Tomorrow Plan , a basic blueprint for the future, was drawn up by the nonprofit organization of the same name, an organization which publishes the
periodical "Cry California." Readers who are fami liar with this journal, or
with books like California, Going, Going .. ; will note the alarmist and somewhat polemical tone of these publications, and would not therefore be surprised to hear that the California Tomorrow Plan contains proposals for
governmental control over land use which are tougher and more centralized
than those usually acceptable to a majority of the population. Nevertheless it
may be necessary, one day, to adopt the kinds of controls the plan proposes,
and, in the authors' view, hopefully this realization will not come too late.
Since the issues are posed succinctly, it behooves many of us to read the plan,
and, if nothing else, we may well discover the contribution of history to the
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thinking of "futurists".
The other two books date from the mid-seventies, a few years after the
California Tomorrow Plan. The California Land is a similar statement of
future planning needs, less radical than the Tomorrow Plan, which is not surprising given its origin as a report of the California Land-Use Task Force,
whose membership reads like a "Who's Who" of those working with land.
The parent group of the Task Force, the Planning and Conservation Foundation, is even more effectively supported by well-known stat~ figures, and the
result is that while The California Land lacks the verve of California
Tomorrow, it will be more acceptable to more people. It suffers, however,
from the pedestrian banality so common to planning statements, e.g. "everybody should have decent housing," and the state ought to work to that goal,
or the state should concern itself with the broad plan and leave the details to
the local communities. Planners have been writing such motherhood statements for decades, and the impact on the planned landscape is usually
indiscernable.
The final book, Land and the Environment, is in spite of its alluring title,
in fact no more than a lengthy guide to the contemporary planning machinery
in this state . This is the most costly, but in many ways the most useful of the
three publications. Published as a companion to California Land, it supplies a
complete reference source to how state and local planning works, as of middecade. One final note; the Office of Planning and Research, the OPR which
produced the magnificent Water Atlas, was viewed by this publication as
p9werless and relatively ineffective some four years ago. The Water Atlas has
at least shown that this office can do something well.

LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS
by Richard Reynolds, College of the Pacific, U .O.P.
FREDERIC REMINGTON, THE AMERICAN WEST, An Official Publication of the American Museum of Natural Histo~y. Selected and Edited by
Philip R. St. Clair. (Kent, OH., Published by Volair Limited for the American
Museum of Natural History, 1978. xix, 329p., 204 ill us., bibliog., $75.00)
Here is a limited edition of over 200 reproductions of Frederic Remington's wood engravings accompanied by the original journal articles for which
Remington did the illustrations in the late 1800's. It was through his work for
these journals that Easterners learned about the "wild and woolly West," for
Remington's work covers the lives and activities of every type of adventurer to
explore the open spaces as well as of the Indians who were native to the environment. His skill in portraying with minute accuracy the costumes, scenes,
and, in particular, the horses, has never been surpassed. Two of his very first
published illustrations are included in the introduction, and from that point
on the fascination continues to grow as one studies the engravings page by
page.
The names of the contributors of articles included with the illustrations
create one more attraction of this publication. A few listed here should suffice
to prove the point: John Bidwell, Theodore Roosevelt, Theodore Ayrault
Dodge, E.V. Summer, Frederic Remington himself, and others . Each has
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written authoritative statements regarding special attributes of the Old West.
Remington wrote on "Horses of the Plains", "On the Indian Reservations",
Artist Wanderings Among the Cheyennes", and "A Scout with the Buffalo
Soldiers". Roosevelt wrote "Frontier Types", "The Round-Up", "Sheriff's
Work on a Ranch", "The Ranchman's Rifle on Crag and Prairie", and "The
Home Ranch". Bidwell wrote "The First Emigrant Train to California".
Others mentioned above were military men and contributed articles appropriate to their special backgrounds .
This edition of Frederic Remington: The American West has been put
together with the greatest of care; even the paper was selected for "its ability
to capture the fine linework of Remington's precious originals" . No photographic screen was employed in reproducing the engraving and, as a result,
they look almost exactly like the original works.
The book is bound in a close-textured bookbinding cloth and is IO"x14" in
size. Even the title has been designed in special type and is letterpress printed
on both the book and its portfolio (box-type). The lining inside the book's
cover ends and inside the display portfolio is of brown moire fabric .
This is indeed a volume that should prove to be of lasting value and
pleasure. Its significance is unmistakable on all counts, including the introductory remarks by Peter H. Hassrick, Director of the Buffalo Bill Historial
Center in Cody, Wyoming. Hassrick is an acknowledged authority on
Remington, and his writing gets the reader off to an invigorating start.
Books of this size and weight are somewhat unwieldy to handle and require
a large uncluttered surface on which to spread out the portfolio and the open
book; the latter will measure 28" when open, but when the inches are converted to feet a somewhat more impressive image comes to mind: two and a
half feet of valuable book. Best not to try looking through it while holding it
on the lap! The reason for the dimensions becomes clear when one realizes
that the full-page illustrations are of the original measurements; to have
reduced them would have diminished their impact.
Unquestionably, Frederic Remington, The American West is the impeccable creation that its subject deserves. David D. Ryus of the American
Museum of Natural History has captured its value in a letter describing the
book when he writes: "To view the West through the eyes of Remington is to
participate in a spontaneous celebration of the major events of the great
Western drama and the everyday people who acted in it." Most of us in the
late 20th century are familiar with Remington's action paintings and small
bronze sculptural groups of Western scenes, but to be introduced to his versatility yet once again via these wood engravings and his own gifted writing is to
become even more aware of the talents of this greatest of artists of the early
Western era of our nation.
O.C. SELTZER, Painter of the Old West, by Mildred D. Ladner. Foreword
by Fred A. Myers . (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press and Thomas
Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art, 1979. 224p., illus. [part col.],
epilogue, notes, bibliog., index. $19.95)
"Charlie was an interesting fellow. He was the most peculiar fellow; there
was always something fascinating about him. Those were the good old days. 1
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wish some of those days would come back." So spoke Olaf Seltzer in 1954,
when Charles Russell had been dead for twenty-eight years . Seltzer was
recalling experiences he had shared with Russell during thirty years of a close
friendship that included painting trips into the wilds of Montana . Russell,
being the older of the two, was already an acclaimed painter of the West when
they met. It has taken many years longer for Olaf Seltzer to gain his rightful
recognition as one of the foremost artists of the Western scene as it unfolded
in the late 19th and early 20th century. For one thing, a patron of Seltzer's,
one Dr. Philip Cole, bought so much of Olaf's work that very little was left for
anyone else to appreciate until the Cole collection came into the possession of
Thomas Gilcrease. His Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art is a
major location of Seltzer's works and has made possible the reproduction of a
number of the Seltzers in this book. The Institute is located in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and there is a special "Seltzer Gallery" in the Gilcrease Museum.
Olaf Seltzer was born in Denmark where he had two years of study at the
Technical Society Institute in Copenhagen. Later he and his mother came to
America and finally to Montana where Olaf would spend most of his life
thereafter. He had great technical facility for putting down on paper or canvas
whatever interested him at any given time . His drawings were faithful representations, whether of animal, man, or nature. His constant study of art
materials was carefully annotated in a notebook so that, as newer products
continued to come on the market, his record told him which were most successful and which fell short of his standards.
Another artist greatly admired by Olaf was Norman Rockwell, and fragments of clues show up here and there in Seltzer works that serve to remind
one of the illustrations of Rockwell: isolatea vignettes of single genre figures,
animal studies framed within a frame, and bits of decorative frame designs
surrounding some special subject that was the interest of the moment. The 38
color plates and 114 black-white illustrations amply display his artistry .
A particular area of coverage in this book on Seltzer that is a bonus for the
reader is the fine research and writing on Charles Russell. Because Seltzer and
Russell were so close, it would have been difficult to do justice to the artistic
life of Seltzer without a good look into the activities of "Charlie" Russell.
Hendrik Van Loon's closing quotation in the epilogue to this volume gives
critical acclaim to Seltzer with these words: " .. . Only future generations can
tell, but it would appear that this is one of the West's great artists ." This
reviewer has no argument with that conclusion and encourages both artists
and those interested in Western history to study this book .
KELLY BLUE, by William Weber Johnson. Foreword by Tom Lea. (College
Station, Texas A&M University Press, 1979. 175p., colored illus . $14.95)
This is a "new and enriched" edition of Johnson's biography of H.O .
"Cowboy" Kelly, first published in 1960. The original had none of Kelly's art
except for endsheets.
Tom Lea, a notable Southwest author and artist, closes his foreword with
the following : "on these pages I find another sunlit and shadowy story of
another Candide - a spry one - in worn blue demin and crimped Stetson,
riding a horse when he could, plodding afoot when he had to, finding at last
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after all wanderings and misfortunes his garden to till. ... "
A professor emeritus of journalism at UCLA and a former bureau chief
for Time-Life, Johnson has rolled out before our .eyes a verbal tapestry
showing a colorful individual thoroughly imbedded in his environment and
perfectly in tune with his lot in life. The tales, all spelled out from Kelly's
experiences are a fine mesh of the good and the bad. Kelly would not have
labeled his experiences in that way, for he was a lover of life and the
unexplainable turns and twists of his fate.
Kelly not only kept a diary of his activities, but was moved to portray many
of his memories - some in a way he felt the events should have happened with brush and paint. He had always drawn little sketches in his letters to
friends and painted small pictures of men on horseback, broncos, and working
horses in an attempt to capture the spirit of the land for his friends. For him,
art work was simply another way to express himself and it was done "as
casually, as naturally as a man might whistle while his mind was on something
else." Kelly was an untrained artist and by most critics' observations he was a
"primitive." Looking at the 17 color reproductions in the book one is struck
by their similarity to the paintings of Grandma Moses, the subject matter notwithstanding, and to those of Horace Pippin, the early American self-taught
primitive.
One is accustomed to hearing the term, "Kelly green," but the idea of
Kelly Blue is unique . The title comes from Kelly's approach to most of his
paintings of the out-of-doors. He painted the blue sky area first, running it
down to the section where his horizon would begin . Often he would work on
three of more paintings at once, using the same blue sky at the top of each
gessoed board. This was another similarity to Grandma Moses, who usually
worked on a number of paintings at once. "Why not," she'd say, "I've got
this color out. Might as well use it on all these paintings at the same time."
The Dallas Museum of Fine Arts gave him his first one-man show. That
was the beginning of Kelly as an artist to the outside world. Texas A&M University owns a number of his paintings, the Ford Motor Company commissioned him to do a series on his beloved Texas hill country, the Smithsonian
Institution sent two of his works on a European tour of American paintings,
and Francis Henry Taylor, then director of the Metropolitan Museum in New
York, bought one of his paintings, declaring later that Kelly was "one of the
few genuine primitive painters we have in our country .''
Thank you, "Cowboy" Kelly, for your way of seeing the world and for
Kelly blue!
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LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS
by Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian
THE APACHES: Eagles of the Southwest, by Donald E. Worcester. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. 389p., illus ., ports., sketch maps,
notes, bibliog ., index . Civilization of the American Indian series, volume 149.
$15.95)
This definitive history of the Arizona-New Mexico-Northern Mexico
Apaches by a former Bolton student and acknowledged authority on New
World Spaniards and Native Americans recreates in all its vivid color and
sensational drama the total historical experience of these Apache bands from
the early 1600's to the 1970's. Although many titles are available on individual
Apache tribes and chiefs, this is the first to cover so many bands in detail in
one volume, only the Kiowa, Lipans and southern Athapascans being omitted .
Emphasis is on those violent years, exploited by John Ford and John Wayne,
when the Apaches, always outnumbered but seldom outwitted or outfought,
under the leadership of such legendary figures as Victoria, Nana, Geronimo
and Cochise sporadically harassed the American military under such able
leaders as Crook, Sherman, Miles and Howard . Finally they were scattered,
subdued and "caged" in reservations, permitting safe white settlement in the
Southwest for the first time. The 37 contemporary photos of Apache chiefs,
scouts and families lend reality to accounts that read like fiction. The final
chapter discusses federal legislation and activities, 1900-1970, reservation life
today, traditions and ceremonies still remembered and practiced, occupational
opportunities, planned and realized, and tribal fears, hopes and plans for the
future. The Apaches is a must for Apache, Native-American and Southwest
history buffs and a good choice for rewarding reading for anyone with the
least interest in history.
CARSON MANSION & INGOMAR THEATRE: Cultural Adventures in
California, by Benjamin Sacks. (Fresno, Valley Publishers, 1979. 165p., illus.,
ports ., maps, facsims ., bibliog., index. $25.00)
A chance overnight stop in Eureka, California during a bus tour of the Far
West may have resulted in the definitive work on the Carson Mansion and the
Ingomar Theatre. Benjamin Sacks, retired professor of history, specializing in
19th/20th century British history, was so intrigued by the Gothic Revival Mansion towering over the city, that he followed up a curiosity-prompted visit to
the local public library with a state-wide researched, in depth study of the
mansion, "the most photographed house in the world ." He writes of its archi tects, the Newsom Brothers; of the man who built it, William Carson, and of
his descendants. Several chapters are devoted to the Carson-built Ingomar
Theatre and the plays presented there. The interrelationships of the Carson
family, the mansion and theatre and the town provide an intriguing study of
the cultural life of Eureka, an American Far West community, during its
transition from frontier days to a more contemporary but less vivid way of
life.
There are fifty-two pictures showing the mansion inside and out-side over a
period of 84 years. This is a scholarly yet readable study with the sources of
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information conveniently included in the main body of the text instead of in
footnotes. The photographs are an absolute delight, and their sources are
clearly listed. The full bibliography can be used as a springboard for related
interests.
THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTA CLARA: A History, 1851-1977, by Gerald
McKevitt, S.J. (Stanford, Stanford University Press, 1979. 385 p ., illus.,
ports., appendices, bibliog., notes, index. $19.50)
An on-the-spot historian, Father McKevitt, Santa Clara Assistant Professor of History, has not only produced the definitive history of Santa Clara, a
California as much as a Catholic institution, but a valuable study of Catholic
higher education during the last century and a special segment of California
Catholic history as well. This traditional, scholarly but very readable volume
begins with the arrival of two Italian priests from Oregon to launch a Jesuit
ministry in Gold Rush California and closes 125 eventful years later with the
university they founded in a crumbling adobe Franciscan mission still accomplishing its stated purpose of retaining its religious distinctiveness while maintaining academic excellence and still determined to integrate its future promise
with its unique past.
The years in between are covered in detail: early student life with "its reasonable and mild discipline," the college's continued popularity with both
Protestant and Catholic students, the importation of an Italian faculty, the
financial problems and fund raising (including wine making), the changing
and conflicting educational philosophies, staffing problems, the transition
from college to university, and the impact of fire, earthquake, depression,
wars, coeducation, and traditions shattered by its entrance into the main
stream of contemporary education. Emphasis is of course on university and
related local concerns, but national and international events and their effects
are considered. Appendices include enrollment figures 1857-1978, degrees conferred, Board of Trustees members since 1855, Presidents and officers,
student body and alumni council presidents, student medal winners, and recipients of honorary degrees.
Handsomely typeset and printed on softly cream-colored paper, The
University of Santa Clara will appeal to a large and varied audience.
BLACK GENESIS, by James Rose and Alice Eicholz. (Detroit, Gale Research
Co., 1978. 326p., appendices, indices. Gale Genealogy and Local History
series, volume 1. $24.00)
GENEALOGICAL HISTORICAL GUIDE TO LATIN AMERICA, by
Lyman De Platt. (Detroit, Gale Research Co., 1979. 273p ., index. Gale Genealogy and Local History Series, volume 4. $24.00)
AN INDEX TO THE BIOGRAPHEES IN 19TH CENTURY CALIFORNIA
COUNTY HISTORIES, by J . Carlyle Parker. (Detroit, Gale Research Co.,
1979. 279p. Gale Genealogy and Local History series, volume 7. $24.00)
These titles are early volumes in a genealogy and local history series of
which 6 titles have been published and 9 are in preparation, all complementing
and some overlapping each other. Black Genesis, an annotated bibliography
and guidebook for "roots" research, is divided into two main sections. Part 1,
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"Background," sets forth the guide lines for researching the "roots" - the
wheres, hows, whys and the varied sources of information: the general
references, oral history, National Archives and federal records, war records,
and slave records, stressing the need for and possibility of uncovering additional records and the desirability of reexamining the interrelationships of
genealogy and history. Part 2 is a detailed survey of the United States, Canada
and the West Indies, region by region, state by state, examining all sources of
information: general, federal, state and local. Appendices include a listing of
Library symbols used, a listing of branch genealogical libraries of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and a listing of Federal Archives and
Records Centers. There are author, title and subject indices.
In the Genealogical Historical Guide to Latin America, Lyman de Platt, an
in-the-field experienced, in-depth genealogical researcher for the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, presents the know-how of years of roving
through records and archives in Latin America. The first part covers the basics
involved in Latin American genealogical research. He discusses sources, such
as family records, civil registration and ecclesiastical records, the skills
required and the research aids necessary to interpret records, involving period
paleography, 15th, 16th and 17th century abbreviations, Latin words and
phrases, manuscript and document terms, the Colonial calendar and the influence on records of the ecclesiastical and political divisions and population
movements in Latin America . The second part reviews in detail the record
resources of the countries under Spanish or Portuguese domination and
provides information on obtaining specific documents. There is a general
index, 14 tables, and annotated bibliographies which are scattered throughout
the text.
Parker's Index is obviously in another tradition - it provides an entry into
existing records by indexing the biographees. To have culled from sixty-one
California county histories (all that were published for the fifty-eight counties
between 1855 and 1898) the 16,500-odd entries indexed here is no small feat.
Parker is a painstaking and accurate indexer (see the Historian, Spring, 1979)
who uses the computer to assist in making order of alphabetic chaos. The text
of this volume seems to be reproduced from a computer printout, which
results in a somewhat uneven, though always legible, page . There is a brief but
comprehensive Introduction which explains the format of the entries and
identifies the location symbols given with the list of volumes indexed . The
Index should be acquired by every California library regardless of size, and
shelved where it can be seen and used - and used it will be!
E.S.S.
THE FUR TRADE OF THE AMERICAN WEST, 1807-1840; A Geographical Synthesis, by David J . Wishart. (Lincoln, NE, University of Nebraska
Press, 1979. 237p ., illus., sketch maps, charts, facsims., notes, bibliog., index.
$15.00)
This concise, well researched, organized and documented study presents a
new approach. Not starring the flamboyant, well-loved and oft-featured
mountain men nor the militant, competitive and greedy fur companies, this
geographical synthesis first examines the physical, biological and cultural
environments of the fur trade and the unsophisticated methods of the initial
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independent trappers and traders who raided the fur resources of the Rocky
Mountains. It then scrutinizes the more successful systems of the 1820's TransMissouri West fur trade, providing a condensed history of the development of
the Upper Missouri Fur Trade and the Rocky Mountain Trapping System, an
explanation of their underlying strategy and a detailed account of their annual
cycle of operation. Company records revealing trading rates, supply train
costs, fur returns, company spatial organization and other administrative
information are included. The final chapter presents an assessment of the
essential role of the fur trade in the development of the American frontier,
stressing the destructive effect of the system's exploitation on the physical
environment and the native population . This thoughtful and provocative view
will interest conservationists as well as historians.
HISPANIC CULTURE IN THE SOUTHWEST, by Arthur L. Campa .
(Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. 316p., illus ., ports., maps,
notes, bibliog., index. $25 .00)
Campa devoted more than fifty years of research and active participation
in the Hispanic life style to the preparation of this readable and sympathetic
yet scholarly and realistic tribute to the formation, flowering and present
manifestations of Hispanic culture in the Southwest. Unfortunately he died
while this volume was still in preparation, but his years of dedication and hard
work have resulted in an attractive and rewarding social history equally valuable to the student of ethnohistory or anthropology, the political activist, or
the general reader on a "folk journey" through the southwest. The book
covers the arrival, in the 16th century, of the Spanish and their culture in the
areas that now comprise Texas, New Mexico, Colorado and California, the
Hispanicizing of the Indians and the Spanish adoption of certain aspects of the
Indian life style; the domination of the rancheros and mestizos from 1821-48;
the increasing isolation of the Hispanic culture, submerged for almost a
century, and, finally, the post World War II Chicano political activism and the
revival of Hispanic history and culture. Campa's evaluation of the native
cultures and their domination and Hispanicization helps to clarify many of the
attitudes and practices of the present. The chapter on the contrasts in Hispanic
and Anglo American cultures is especially revealing .
THE SALOON ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONTIER, by Elliot West.
(Lincoln, University of Nebraska Press, 1979. 197p., illus ., sketch map,
tables, facsims., appendices, notes, bibliog., index. $14,50)
The Western saloon, a revered and very visible element of the entertain ment media's frontier, has at last in this scholarly pioneering study received
proper credit as an institution of great importance and wide-spread influence
in the social structure of the Western frontier. For the average person the
saloon with ''its freedom, its virility, a hint of bawdiness and of imminent violence" is the essence of the frontier experience . However, to date historians
have treated it as just part of the scenery. This thoughtful and revealing work,
drawing on contemporary newspaper articles and unpublished first hand
accounts, views bartenders and saloon owners as people and businessmen, not
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just as liquor dispensers. It attempts to assess the functions of the saloon and
its place in American social history as well as scrutinize its physical evolution
as crude mining shanty camps matured into sober, law-abiding, family oriented communities.
This is a case study of an important business with a social impact which
examines the validity of the hard drinking mining frontier image, the ill effect
of mass drinking on camp society, the development, refinement and social
roles of the saloon, the nature and characteristics of the bartender/saloon
owner, the economic opportunities of the saloon as a business venture, tavern
survival chances and techniques in maturing towns, and an evaluation of the
saloon's significance to the frontier. Positive contributions are stressed .
Serious and well researched, this is a tasty brew for even the teetotaler.
BIBLIOGRAFIA CHICANA: A Guide to Information Sources, by Arnulfo
D. Trejo . (Detroit, Gale Research Co., cl975. 193p., glossary, indexes . Ethnic
Studies Information Guide series, Vol. I, Gale Information Guide Library.
$24.00)
IT ALlAN AMERICANS: A Guide to Information Sources, by Francesco
Cordasco. (Detroit, Gale Research Co., c1978, 222p., indexes. Ethnic Studies
Information Guide series, Vol. 2, Gale Information Guide Library. $24.00)
Bibliografia Chicana and Italian Americans are the first two volumes in a
much needed and here expertly executed series of ethnic bibliographies, truly
professional reference tools after a glut of shoddy exploitations of the "roots"
fad. Still in preparation and hopefully soon to be published are companion
guides to the Baltic, Puerto Rican, Chinese, Asian, Basque, Yugoslav, Dutch,
Jewish, German, Polish, Roumanian and Ukrainian information sources.
There is the same general format for both titles: preface, guide to
abbreviations used, introduction, and annotated bibliographies arranged in
broad categories- General Works, Humanities, Social Sciences, History and
Applied Sciences, with each category further divided into more specialized
areas. Each has a directory of newspapers and periodicals. Bibliografia
Chicana has very full annotations; a directory of publishers specializing in
Chicano materials; a glossary of Chicano terms; and author and title indexes.
A library or archives deposit citation is given for less readily available
items . Bibliografia Chicana covers the Chicana life experience from 1848 to
date, representing as many subject areas as possible and stressing contemporary Mexican-American authors; Italian Americans covers the diverse
experiences of Italian Americans in 19th and 20th century America, citing
Italian as well as English language materials. Both authors are established and
recognized authorities in their fields, well qualified for the tasks which they
have accomplished with credit. This series is recommended for all but the
smallest academic and public libraries.
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Notes from the Book Editor
Ernestine Smutny
FUNDING SOURCES AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR MUSEUMS
AND HISTORICAL AGENCIES: A Guide to Public Programs, compile by
Hedy A. Hartman. (Nashville, American Association for State and Local History, 1979. 138p., $10.00; $7.50to AASLH members)
Here in one handy volume are all the external sources of outside funding
opportunities the compiler could find- an impressive list totaling 103.
The chapters are divided by type of assistance, e.g., funding sources, exhibition sources, etc., and each entry is coded to indicate if the grant is available
to any museum or restricted to a specific type. The information given for each
entry includes names, addresses and phone numbers, objectives, type of
assistance, range of grant and general statements of restrictions, and every
effort has been made to ensure accuracy.
Obviously any museum would be able to benefit from a listing of this type,
and it is hard to imagine even one that could not profit from it.
DOCUMENTATION OF COLLECTIONS, compiled by Rosemary S. Reese,
edited by Frederick L. Rath, Jr., and Merrilyn Rogers O'Connell. (Nashville,
American Association for State and Local History, 1979. 218p., index. Its
Bibliography on Historical Organization Practices, v. 4. $12.50, $9.25 to
AASLH members)
This most recent volume in the AASLH series of bibliographies will be
welcomed by all collectors, especially the small institution or private collector.
Here are sources for accurate documentation (hence insurance valuation and
exhibit information, etc.) for historic artifacts, decorative art and antiques,
fine arts and folk arts of America.
After a short "Basic Reference Shelf" there is a section on "Collection
Documentation" then a section on the various types of collections with appropriate subdivisions, each well supplied with annotated bibliographic entries.
The index is very full, including subjects, titles, authors, and associations.
Similar in format to the other volumes in the series, Documentation of
Collections will find wide acceptance and immediate use.
THE YOUTH OF CHARLES M. WEBER, Founder of Stockton, by Ilka
Stoffregen Hartmann, Foreword by Dr. George P. Hammond and
Introduction by the Author. (Stockton, Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for
Western Studies, U.O.P., 1979. xv, 54p., illus., ports., facsims., index. Its
Monograph no. 8. $5.50)
The author has edited and abstracted her Master's Thesis, entitled The
German Vormarz and the Youth of Carl David Weber (1967) to relate all that
can be ascertained about the youth of Stockton's founder, leaving only
enough of early 19th century German history to clarify the impact of the political climate on the Webers and their friends. Since Hartmann examined the archives of her native Germany as well as American sources, it seems unlikely
that any substantive addition can be made to her work.
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Hammond's extensive, interesting and informative introduction adds to
the value of the work, which should be acquired by anyone interested in
California history .
VACAVILLE: The Heritage of a California Community, by Ronald H.
Limbaugh and Walter A . Payne. (Vacaville, Vacaville City Council [650
Merchant St., 95688] 1978. 325p., illus., ports., maps, charts, facsims., note
on sources, indexes. $20.00 postpaid)
Two University of the Pacific professors worked well as a team to produce
this history. Planned as part of the nation's bicentennial efforts, the volume
begins with a description of the area and a brief chapter on its history from
early days to 1850, followed by a description of the formation of Vacaville and
the story of its economic, political, social and educational development.
City histories are sometimes of only local interest; Vacaville is a pleasant
exception. Well written, the text flows smoothly, enlivened by anecdotes, facsimiles of contemporary newspaper articles and a plethora of illustrations,
each carefully fitted to its proper period.
Vacaville is a must for any library or history buff seeking to maintain a
complete local history coverage.
THE GUIDE TO STOCKTON, by Cheryl Lewis, Toni di Franco and G.H.
Lewis. (Mercer Island, WA, The Writing Works, distributed from Box 4767,
Stockton, CA 95204, 1979. 216p., illus., sketch maps, charts, diagrs., index.
paper, $3 .95)
As the authors say in their acknowledgments, no guide to a constantly
changing city can ever be complete or completely satisfying to everyone . Here
at any rate is one reasonably successful a~tempt to capture the essence of
Stockton for residents and visitors.
The table of contents shows broad divisions of material, from "Overview"
to "The Delta" and "Getting Away: Day and Weekend Excursions," each
section further divided in logical sequence. There is a section on history, on
eating out, on shopping, on almost any topic you can name. Of course, your
favorite Chinese restaurant may be omitted (no Gay Chy?) and you may
question the value judgments implicit in some remarks (the UOP Interlibrary
Loan service, incidentally, is not available to the non-university community)
but the authors will welcome suggestions for improvement, so tell them if you
see an item you think should be corrected.
INDEX TO 1880 HISTORY OF NEVADA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,
Thompson & West, compiled by David A. Comstock and Ardis Hatten
Comstock . (Grass Valley, CA, Comstock Bonanza Press [Route 2, Box 1724C
96945]1979. 84leaves, illus. Edition limited to 50 copies. $12.50 +tax)
The Comstocks have lavished loving attention on this index, which they
say contains more than 7,500 names and is as complete as they could make it.
All the names are hand-lettered by Dave Comstock, and they are printed on
cheerful golden pages alternating with a warm tan. All names, not just the
entry name, are indexed, and cross references and explanatory parentheses are
added to help the searcher. You will, for example, find under "Freemasonry"
the names and references for all the various lodges mentioned, and under place
names all the references and the last names of the persons whose biographies
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included them. Hopefully the Comstocks will issue a second printing, since
this limited edition will run out very quickly.
QUEEN OF THE MISSIONS: A Documentary History of Santa Barbara.
Compiled and edited by Msgr. Francis J. Weber. (Los Angeles, distributed by
Dawson's Book Shop, 1979. 224p ., $10.00)
This fourth in the series Msgr. Weber is preparing as source books for the
history of the Missions documents Santa Barbara. The tenth of the missions to
be established and "the only mission in Alta California continually operated
by the Franciscans since its inauguration," Santa Barbara is described in sixtyfive excerpts ranging in date from 1765 to 1977 .
The selections, each briefly introduced with a note on its source, form an
absorbing patchwork history.
NATIVE AMERICAN ART IN THE DENVER ART MUSEUM, by Richard
Conn. (Seattle, University of Washington Press for the Denver Art Museum,
1979. 352p., chiefly illus . [part col. ] sketch map, bibliog . $40.00, paper,
$20.00)
The Denver Art Museum rightly prides itself on having the first, and for
years the only, Native American collection which was gathered and displayed
as works of art rather than as archaeological specimens. Thanks to far-sighted
founders, donors and directors, the Museum now holds some 15,000 works of
Native American artists.
Conn, the curator of native arts at the Museum, chose the 500 examples
pictured in this stunningly handsome volume, "first for their artistic value and
then by the breadth of chronological and geographic distribution, and generic
type ." In his introductory essay and in the paragraph accompanying each
picture, he described the genesis and nature of the art portrayed, the design,
mutual interaction of influences, materials and function .
The color photographs, 100 in all, are magnificent, but the black and white
views are also exceptionally good. Native American Art is a book for the
artist, anthropologist or history-minded to browse, study and enjoy.
ZUNI: Selected Writings of Frank Hamilton Cushing. Edited, with an Introduction, by Jesse Green. Foreword by Fred Eggan. (Lincoln, University of
Nebraska Press, 1979. 440p., illus., ports., sketch map, notes, bibliog. $16.95)
Green, a professor of English, has followed up his New York Review of
Books (May 29, 1975) article on Cushing with this collection of personal and
anthropological writings. Cushing was an eccentric and self-taught genius, the
"first professional ethnologist." He lived with the Zulli for over four years
and effectively "became" a Zuni, adopting the dress and life-style of his hosts
and gaining their trust and affection. Armed with his "writing stick"
whenever possible, he recorded his experiences and gave detailed description
of Zuni culture, religion, handicrafts and medicine as well as translations of
folk tales and legends.
These representative selections, including previously unpublished or
obscure pieces, have been skillfully woven into a smoothly flowing story of the
pioneering and unique contribution made by Cushing to the techniques of
anthropology and to the history of Zunis Green, whose introduction and
commentaries are themselves an outstanding contribution, amply shows that
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Cushing's writings should be of interest to a wide circle of readers not only for
his anthropological insights but as a source of pleasure as literature.
AMERICAN INDIANS AND THE LAW, edited by Lawrence Rosen. (New
Brunswick, Transaction Books [Rutgers, the State University 08903], 1978,
c1976. 223p., bibliog., notes . $16.95)
First issued in 1976 by Duke University School of Law as its "Law and
Contemporary Problems" v. 40 no. 1, this compilation of essays focuses on
the unique position of the Indian in the body politic. Subject neither to the
Federal Constitution nor to the taxes and control of the states, the Indian is
nevertheless also not recognized as fully autonomous. The various authors,
whose expertise rests on a broad experience, give a general overview of the
manner in which legislation on Indian affairs has developed and what would
be necessary in drafting additional laws. They discuss the major problems of
the present, especially the problem of Indian control of their natural
resources. American Indians may not offer any easy solutions, but it does help
to clarify the problems.
OBSERVATIONS IN LOWER CALIFORNIA, by Johann Jakob Baegert,
S.J., translated from the Original German, with an Introduction and Notes,
by M.M. Brandenberg and Carl L. Baumann. (Berkeley, University of
Caiifornia, 1979, c1952. xx, 218p., notes, facsims . [title-page and map].
California Library Reprint Series. $15.75)
Father Baegert's Observations has been out of print for many years, so
that its re-issue in the attractive U .C. Library Reprint Series format is very welcome. If you have not read it prepare for an entertaining and instructive interlude. If you have read it but lack your own copy you can read again Father
Baegert's uninhibited strictures on the unproductive and unpromising land of
California, where the natives are so improvident and lazy that "they do not
care to eat pigeons unless they fly roasted into their mouths.''
THE KWAA YMII: Reflections On A Lost Culture, by Lora L. Cline, (El
Centro, CA, IVC Museum Society [442 Main St., 92243] 1979. 130p., illus.,
ports., sketch maps, appendices, bibliog. IVC Museum Occasional Paper No .
5. paper, $8.50)
Tom Lucas, the last full-blooded Kwaaymii, related to Cline these reminiscences of the history and culture of his people, and he also supplied many of
the photographs.
After an introduction and a short biography of Lucas, the material is
grouped in chapters covering economic matters, social customs, political
organization, the life cycle, legends, the spirit world, the influence of the
missionaries and settlers, and various miscellaneous facts. The legends, told by
Lucas' mother, are reprinted from an earlier publication, but for the most part
Cline uses only the material related by Lucas .
This series represents an unusual and highly commendable research program for a small two-year college. (See also Pacific Historian Spring 1979).
UKOMNO'M: THE YUKI INDIANS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, by
Virginia P . Miller (Socorro, N.M., Ballena Press, 1979. 116p., illus., sketch
map, bibliog. Ballena Press Anthropological Papers No. 14. paper, $6.95)
Miller became interested in the little known Yuki Indians, a unique tribe
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whose homeland was Round Valley. Physically and linguistically distinct from
other California Indians, they were reportedly numerous before the arrival of
the whites, perhaps with a population density of 45 persons per square mile,
the densest concentration known in California. Nevertheless, by the turn of
the century only about 100 remained, and anthropologists found it hard to
believe that there could have been 12,000 in pre-conquest days .
Miller's carefully researched ethnohistory indicates that this decimation
was not the result of diseases brought by the newcomers but of deliberate massacres. It is horrifying to read, for example, that beginning in 1856, parties of
settlers, according to one of them, would frequently go out "two or three
times a week" and kill "on an average, fifty or sixty Indians on a trip." Nor
did the hostilities cease until the tribe was nearly eradicated, though a few
people, including many of the Army officials, tried to protect the natives.
Ukomno'm tells a story so ugly that we can only cringe and feel shame that we
are members of the same race as those men who were worse than animals .
DESERT FORAGERS AND HUNTERS: Indians of the Deatll Valley
Region, by William J . Wallace and Edith Wallace. (Ramona, CA, Acoma
Books [Box4, 92065]1979. 44p., illus., bibliog. paper, $3.25)
The harsh environment of Death Valley was in its own way as hard on the
people who learned to live in it as the rigors of the Arctic were on the Eskimos.
So meager were the flora and fauna that constant food gathering and careful
husbanding of resources were required for survival, and the population, which
probably never exceeded a hundred, was of necessity so scattered that
normally only the fall pine nut harvest, celebrated with a three-day ritual,
allowed a general gathering from a wide area . The material the Wallaces have
collected on the life cycle of these little-known peoples who found a homeland
in so inhospitable a region will be of interest also to upper elementary and high
school students.
FEDERAL CONCERN ABOUT CONDITIONS OF CALIFORNIA
INDIANS 1853 TO 1913: EIGHT DOCUMENTS. Selected and edited by
Robert F. Heizer. (Socorro, N.M., Ballena Press [Box 1366, 87801) 1979.
152p. paper $7.95)
One reads these documents, "selected to illustrate some aspects of federal
attempts to help the 100,000 Native Californians" with a sense of confusion
and frustration. So much promised, so little done, over and over the story is
repeated of Indians forced or cajoled into giving up their subsistence areas
with no adequate compensation. Without proper nourishment and prey to the
new diseases brought by the newcomers, they perished in great numbers, but
even the remaining few did not receive their just recompense.
INUIT JOURNEY, by Edith Iglauer. (Seattle, University of Washington
Press, 1979. 240p., sketch map. paper, $6.95)
This absorbing story of how the Inuit - the name the native peoples of the
far north have for themselves - are learning to adapt to and survive in the
white man's world is "for real." lglauer visited the native communities when
the Canadian Government was helping them form cooperatives and learn to
manage and profit from joint endeavors. She describes how the first, the
George River Eskimo Cooperative, came into being in 1959, and how others
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were soon formed throughout the territory. On subsequent trips she was able
to verify that this government attempt to help the natives help themselves by
using their artistic skills or their native resources was building success, selfesteem, and a more secure economic base.
Much of the text first appeared in the New Yorker; brought up-to-date and
molded into book form, the parts form a coherent and satisfying whole.
LOOKING AT INDIAN ART OF THE NORTHWEST COAST, by Hilary
Stewart. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1979. 111p., illus., diagrs.,
bibliog., index of artists . paper, $6.95)
To the uninitiated, the art of the Northwest Coast Indians is an attractive
but largely unintelligible exercise in design, but it embodies a definite canon,
with local variations and individual embellishments.
Stewart, author of two earlier books on Northwest Coast artifacts
(Historian Spring '78) here explains in careful detail the characteristic design
elements of this art and the manner in which the elements are combined to
portray animals, birds, fish, the sun, etc. She also shows a few examples of
stylized designs portraying native legends, and how designs may vary
according to tribes.
Much of the art illustrated here is taken from contemporary silk-screen
design, an art form which allows exciting possibilities for the expansion of
traditional motifs.
Northwest Coast art is complex and challenging; this guide will help
you fathom its rich diversity.
MEXICAN MAJOLICA IN NORTHERN NEW SPAIN, by Mark R. Barnes
and Ronald V. May . (Pomona, CA, Reprinted by permissions of the Pacific
Coast Archaeological Society Inc. by Acoma Books [Box 4, 92065], 1979.
50p., illus ., diagrs., bibliogs. Pacific Coast Archaeological Society Occasional
paper No.2, 1972. paper, $4.95)
Each author contributed a section to this study of Majolica fragments and
their utility in creating a valid chronology for colonial sites in Mexico . Acoma
has performed a service for libraries and archaeologists by reprinting this
~i
scarce publication.
NEW SPAIN'S FAR NORTHERN FRONTIER: Essays on Spain ·in the
American West 1540-1821, David J. Weber, Editor. (Albuquerque, University
of New Mexico Press, 1979. 321p., illus., ports., facsims ., sketch maps,
tables, notes, bibliog., index . paper, $4.95)
Bolton coined the phrase the "Spanish Borderlands" to describe the area
of Spanish influence in the present-day United States, and his contagious
enthusiasm for the significance and importance of these borderlands has
inspired a veritable flood of interest in the Hispanic origins of much of our
history.
In this volume Weber presents selections drawn from various scholarly
works to give a manageable yet comprehensive view of southwestern history
in the colonial period. The eighteen essays are divided into nine areas (e.g.,
"Exploration," "Institutions") and each is prefaced by a brief introduction
which places it in context and helps relate it to the overall theme of the
collection. New Spain's Far Northern Frontier will be invaluable as an
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introductory survey which will also serve as a guide for more detailed study.
NEW MEXICO: A Chronology & Documentary Handbook of the State of
New Mexico. Robert I. Vexler, State Editor; William F. Swindler, Series
Editor. (Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. Oceana Publications, Inc., [10522] 1978. 148p .,
sketch map, facsims., bibliog., index. Chronologies and Documentary
Handbooks of the States. $7 .50)
NEVADA: A Chronology & Documentary Handbook of the State of Nevada.
Robert I. Vexler, State Editor; William F. Swindler, Series Editor. (Dobbs
Ferry, N.Y., Oceana Publications, Inc. 1978. 145p., sketch map, facsims,
bibliog., rndex. Chronologies and Documentary Handbooks of the States.
$7 .50)
Oceana plans to publish one of these Handbooks for each state of the
Union. Each is to follow the same basic format: a selected chronology, short
biographical dictionary of principal public officials, and one of prominent
personalities, the text of the first state constitution, the text of selected
documents and a selected bibliography. The constitution and documents
appear to be facsimile copies, the latter reproducing social or political
writings.
These volumes are intended to provide "a concise ready reference of basic
dafes in the state, and to serve as a starting point for more extended study."
Attractively and uniformly bound, with a cover-title and spine title which
emp~asizes the state, they would seem to meet this modest goal.
THE HISTORIC DELTA COUNTRY; the Bayou of the West: A Guidebook
to State Highway 160, by Charles A. Bohakel. (Antioch, CA. the Author [Box
817, 94509] 1979. 44p., ill us., sketch map, bibliog. paper, $3.00 postpaid)
Third in the author's series on Contra Costa and the Delta (see also
Historian, Summer '76 and Fall '77), this guidebook presents a number of
historical facts and anecdotes about the area between Antioch and Sacramento, including side looks at Ryde and Locke.
Before all our fertile and beautiful delta lands are transformed into subdivisions and shopping centers, take time to tour and enjoy a visit to California's
past.
SCENES OF STANISLAUS: Postcard Memories, by Jeannette Maino and
Dena Boer. (Fresno, Pioneer Publishing Co. [8 E. Olive, 93728]1979 . 140p.,
chiefly illus. paper, $9.95 postpaid)
The McHenry Museum and the Stanislaus County Historical Societies
sponsored the production of this delightful collection of old postcards of
Stanislaus County. The choice of "entries" from the many cards made available to them must have been very hard for the two authors, but they have
made a logical and interesting division by themes and prepared an informative
text to accompany the many and varied views. Don't miss this local history
item.
MAMMOTH LAKES SIERRA: A Handbook for Roadside and Trail, by
Dean Rinehart, Elden Vestal, Bettie E. Willard. Illustrated by Susan Rinehart,
Edited by Genny Schumacher Smith. Fourth Edition. (Mammoth Lakes,
Southern Mono Hospital Auxiliary [Box 1399, 93546] 1976. 147p., illus.,
diagrs., sketch maps, notes, index. paper, $6.95)
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The recent geological and biological research incorporated in this volume
makes it timely and authoritative as well as interesting and informative . Each
section contains trail descriptions, historical, geographical, geological and
biological material as well as a short list of recommended readings . Mammoth
Lakes Sierra is useful for students as well as for hikers.
THE TAHOE-YOSEMITE TRAIL: A comprehensive guide to the 180 miles
of trail between Meeks Bay at Lake Tahoe and Yosemite Park's Tuolumne
Meadows, by Thomas Winnett, (Berkeley, Wilderness Press [2440 Bancroft
Way, 94704]1979. 130p., illus., maps, charts, bibliog., index. paper, $4.95)
The 180-mile path from Lake Tahoe to Yosemite National Park was
completely re-travelled to update this third edition of a popular guide (see
Historian Winter '75).
As he always does, Winnett includes compact but comprehensive chapters
on history, natural history and geology and he does not fail to make the
detailed descriptions of the trail (the maps have blue water this time) sparkle
with historical or natural/physical historical tidbits .
VOICES FOR THE EARTH: A Treasury of the Sierra Club Bulletin 18931977, edited by Ann Gilliam. Introduction by Harold Gilliam . (San Francisco,
Sierra Club Books, 1979. 567p., illus., ports., bibliog., index. $19.95)
It is obvious that, as Gilliam says, it was difficult, if not impossible, to
"choose the most significant, interesting, and well-written articles from the
Bulletin's nearly nine decades of publication." Her one hundred and fortyeight selections, however, surely include a large number of the very best of the
voices that have spoken for the earth from its pages.
Divided into nine parts, the selections are grouped by themes, e.g., "The
Sense of Discovery," "To Explore, Enjoy and Preserve," "Wilderness, the
Whole Earth, and the Spirit of Man." Most of the articles have been
condensed, but they read as smoothly and well as the originals .
Few of us can retain eighty-six volumes of the Bulletin on our shelves;
thanks to the texts in this volume and the magnificent books of photographs
issued by the Club, we can have the essence of all those volumes in a format
suitable for even a small library.
OLD YELLOWSTONE DAYS, edited by Paul Schullery with a foreword by
John Townsley, Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park. (Boulder,
Associated University Press, University of Colorado, 1979. 250p., illus.,
ports., notes, index . $12.50, paper $5.95)
Schullery, formerly Park Archivist, has drawn together accounts of
Yellowstone from pre-automobile days, the earliest dating from 1877, the
latest from 1903. The eleven authors include well-known names like John
Muir, Owen Wister, Rudyard Kipling, Frederic Remington, Theodore
Roosevelt and John Burroughs, and less known ones, like Mrs. George
Cowan, survivor of an Indian attack in 1877.
Each selection begins with a portrait and a short note by Schullery, who
also warns that these excerpts are descriptions to be enjoyed, and that statistics, etc. are not always completely accurate.
NORTHWEST PERSPECTIVES: ESSAYS ON THE CULTURE OF THE
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, compiled and edited by Edwin R. Bingham and
Glen A. Love. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1979. 247p., notes,
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bibliog., index. $14.95)
Thirty years after a conference held to examine in depth the life and culture
·of the Pacific Northwest a second symposium, the "central event of a fourweek Institute on Northwest Literature and History" was held at the University of Oregon in July 1976 to examine the "image and reality of the
Northwest" in literature and in fact.
The twelve selections, the last of which is an extensive selected and
annotated bibliography, are divided into three sections: "Artists of the Folk,"
with articles on Indian literature and regional folklore, "Founders and
Settlers," which contains historical and biographical essays, and "Literary
Interpreters," which includes six of the selections as well as the bibliography,
giving both an overview of the range of Northwest literature and critical essays
on individual authors.
Northwest Perspectives will give a deeper understanding of the "West's
West" to itself and to the rest of us.
WASHINGTON STEAM LOCOMOTIVES, by Kenneth G. Johnson .
(Burlingame, CA., Chatham Publishing Co. [Box 283, 94010] 1978. 79p.,
ill us., sketch maps, indexes. paper, $4.95)
This little book is a pocket guide to all the Washington steam locomotives
the author could find - please let him know if he missed any! The
arrangement is alphabetical under the name of the town where the engines are
stored, a convenience for the traveler. Most are easily visited, and Johnson
gives any restrictions or special instructions. At least one picture is given for
each, with pertinent statistics and a brief history. Johnson stresses that this is a
book to be used, not put on a shelf.
THE FIST IN THE WILDERNESS, by David Lavender. (Albuquerque,
University of New Mexico Press, 1979, c1964. 490p., sketch maps, notes,
bibliog., index. paper, $8.95)
The story of John Jacob Astor's American Fur Company (his "fist in the
wilderness" against British encroachment) has been told often, but Lavender
makes it seem fresh . Relating the fur trade to the on-going rivalry for Indian
cooperation and loyalty and to the international demand for various types of
fur, he concentrates on Ramsay Crooks, the man in the field, rather than on
Astor.
This attractive paperback reprint of the 1964 Doubleday edition, The Fist
In The Wilderness was favorably reviewed (Library Journal called it "the
finest single-volume history of the fur trade") when it was first published in
1964; this attractive and readable reprint will make it again widely available.
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NEW MEXICO, by F. Chris
Garcia, Paul L. Hain and Harold V. Rhodes. (Albuquerque, University of
New Mexico Press, 1979. 119p., illus., charts, tables, bibliog., 5 sketch maps.
paper, $5.95)
Three University of New Mexico professors of political science prepared
this comprehensive but very clearly written guide to the political life of the
state.
The first chapter gives the historical and cultural background to clarify the
evolution and status of the governmental structures and the various pressures
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affecting them. It will be useful as a text for students and for concerned citizens.
UTAH'S HISTORY, Richard D. Poll, General Editor. (Provo, Brigham
Young University Press, 1978. 757p., illus., tables, maps, bibliographic essay.
$14.55 , paper, $9.95)
Twenty-eight scholars contributed the thirty-six chapters which form a
comprehensive history of Utah from the prehistoric past to the present.
Although it must have been difficult to meld the work of so many hands into a
coherent and balanced history, the editor and his associates have managed to
do it. Their goal of producing a "substantial, one-volume survey . .. based
on recent research . .. written for adult readers" which would not be "just
another volume of Mormon history" has been remarkably successful.
Utah's History can be recommended as a text or as a source of general
information .
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: GERMAN
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: POLISH
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: JEWISH
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: ITALIAN
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: SCANDINAVIAN
HOW AND WHERE TO RESEARCH . YOUR ETHNIC-AMERICAN
CULTURAL HERITAGE: RUSSIAN
by Robert A. Reed . (Saratoga, CA. The Author, [18581 McFarland Avenue,
95075], 1979. 28p. $2.95 + postage and tax. Quantity prices)
These six guides are a continuation of the six reviewed in the fall Historian
(p. 106), and they appear to have the same strengths and weaknesses as their
predecessors. There is no comparable set for diverse nationalities and races,
but the user must proceed with caution and, preferably, with some assistance
from the local library or genealogical society.
OUTPOST ON POVERTY FLAT, by Charles J . Gleeson. (Central Valley,
CA, Books [Box 1396, 96019], 1978 . 129p., illus . , ports., facsims., bibliog.,
index. paper, $6.35 postpaid)
Intended primarily as a history of the Catholic Church in Redding,
Outpost on Poverty Flat also tells the story of the incursion of the whites into
north-central California and their gradual - or not so gradual - take-over.
Originally planned to honor the 1967 dedication of the new St. Joseph
Church in Redding, the volume has been expanded to cover the role of the
church in the development of northern California.
Gleeson encountered difficulties in identifying all the clergy who had
served in this area of California, but he has given as much detail as could be
unearthed .
An interesting sidelight - Mr. Gleeson reports that the map on page 27,
made by the Wilkes Expedition, shows a Mt. Smith (probably named for
Jedediah Smith) which cannot now be located. JSS members to the hills!
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THE BEARD FAMILY: A Bundle of Relations, A Knot of Roots: The Ancestry of Thomas Kennan Beard and his wife Grace Ada Beard of Stanislaus
County, California. With Genealogical Supplement, by Ruth Beard
McDowell. (Modesto, Beard Land Improvement Company [Box 1113, 95353]
1978. 197p., illus., ports., facsims. $12.72 tax incl.)
Much of this carefully and thoroughly researched book is primarily of
interest to the genealogist, for it contains many strands of lives that cross from
colonial days to the present. But the local historian should be aware that there
is much here that tells of the early days of Stanislaus County, Stockton, the
gold rush, and other aspects of early California history . Elihu Beard came to
California in 1850, and in the latter pages of The Beard Family Mrs.
McDowell relates many interesting details of the family's experiences.
Successful businessmen and actively civic-minded, the Beards are a family any
community would be fortunate to claim.
HANGING AND RATTLING : Autobiography of W .E. "Ed" James as told
to Dulcimer Nielson. (Caldwell, Idaho, Caxton Printers, 1979. 187p., illus.,
ports. paper, $4.95)
Nielsen provides an introduction and an epilogue, but for the rest she lets
Ed James spin his yarns in his own way. One of a fast -vanishing breed, Ed
highlights his colorful and varied career - as a ranch hand, buckaroo, soldier,
trapper, packer and a horseman of almost unbelievable skill in breaking and
gentling horses.
Hanging and Rattling is full of the flavor and feel of the West when it was
still wild and open - the way it really was and the way some of the old-timers
managed to stay with the outdoor life they loved.
HERITAGE OF THE WYANDOTS and "The Armstrong Story," by Paul
Armstrong Youngman. (McMinnville, OR, the author [Box 127, 97128]1975 .
72p ., illus., ports., facsims., notes. paper, $3.50 postpaid)
Inspired by his own family heritage of Wyandot blood, Youngman has
spent many hours in travel, research and interviews to trace his heritage.
Primarily a family history, his story relates many episodes of frontier life, and
documents yet again the injustices suffered by a noble and deserving people.
ONE STEP AT A TIME: A Young Woman's Inspiring Struggle to Walk
Again, by Lenor Madruga. (New York, McGraw-Hill, 1979. 201p., illus.,
ports. $10.95)
This is a California book with a difference - it is a very special story of a
young, attractive and very active Tracy woman who faced the devastating
choice of dismemberment by surgery or death from cancer. She chose surgery,
and she also chose to overcome her handicap. Few who have lost a leg and
nearly half of the pelvis have ever walked again; Lenor not only walks, she
dances and rides horseback. Dedicated "To God for his miracle and to my
husband for his love,'' her story is an epic of true grit.
SCHOOL IN SUMMER, by Anne Vandenhoff. Illustrated and Designed by
Bud Pisarek. (Auburn, CA, the Author [Box 965, 95603], 1979. 52p ., illus.,
paper, $3.50)
This partly true/partly could-have-been little story would serve to introduce young people to life as it was experienced in a fading mining town of
California.
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EDWARD DICKINSON BAKER: Western Gentleman, Frontier Lawyer,
American Statesman, by Anne Vandenhoff. (Auburn, CA, the Author [Box
965, 95603], 1979. 114p., port., facsims., bibliog., index. paper $6.00)
Although a number of articles and references in historical studies reveal
much of Baker's life and career, he has never received the attention lavished
upon some of his contemporaries, many of them less worthy of note. Had he
fallen in a duel like James King of William or David C. Broderick instead of in
a minor and disastrous skirmish in the Civil War, his talents, virtues and
services to his adopted country and state would doubtless be more widely
praised, or, had he lived he would surely have made a larger niche for himself
in history.
Vandenhoff has summarized his early life in order to focus more clearly on
his career as a Western lawyer and statesman. Her monograph shows clearly
that a complete biography would help to fill out the details of mid-nineteenth
century United States history.
THERE AIN'T NO SUCH ANIMAL, and Other East Texas Tales, by Bill
Brett. Illustrations by Harvey L. Johnson. (College Station, Texas A&M
University Press, 1979. 111p., illus. $8.50)
The first of these fourteen stories - and the longest - gives its name to a
spell-binding collection of readable and re-readable tales. You will not soon
forget the man who became almost completely honest or the swift and
unexpected justice meted out to an ill-tempered bully.
Short or longer, each tale reveals a facet of life as it is and people as they
are . Don't miss them.
SCIENCE FICTION GOLD - Film Classics of the 50s, by Dennis Saleh;
Foreword by Ray Harryhausen. (New York, McGraw-Hill Book Company,
1979. 191p., illus., A Comma Book. paper, $7.95)
Science fiction buffs will revel in this collection of fourteen seminal films
- from "Destination"Moon" and "The Thing" to "Forbidden Planet" and
"Invasion of the Body Snatchers." Profusely illustrated with large photographs, many never reproduced before, each film is summarized and placed in
context to show its relation to earlier and later horror science fiction titles .
Science Fiction Gold will fascinate you - but don't read it at bedtime !
THE FRONTIER: Comparative Studies. Volume two, Edited and with an
Introduction by William W. Savage, Jr. and Stephen I. Thompson . (Norman,
University of Oklahoma Press, 1979. 262p., tables, diagrs., bibliog., notes,
index. $14.95)
These ten papers, presented at the Second and Third Oklahoma Symposium on Comparative Frontiers maintain the high standards of their predecessors published in 1977. The editors set the stage with an excellent and wideranging introduction , and the papers themselves range widely through both
time and space, combining historical, anthropological, sociological , demographic, ecologic and geographic insights to delineate various aspects of a
frontier experience.
The essay on "The Greater Southwest and the Mesoamerican 'World' "
and "The California-Victorian Irrigation Frontiers, 1880-1900" are perhaps
of greatest local interest in California, but all are well worth reading.
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HARD ROCK MINERS: The Intermountain West 1860-1920, by Ronald C.
Brown. (College Station, Texas A/M University Press, 1979. 201p., illus.,
tables, appendices, bibliog., index. $15 .95)
The precious metals of the Intermountain West seldom lay in stream beds
.to be found by the prospecting gold-panner. Capital was required for hardrock mining, since not only expensive equipment but a large labor force was
required to mine the ore-bearing rocks and crush them to extract the metals .
The hard-rock miner, therefore, was usually an employee on wages, living in a
community which was urban in nature and remarkably law-abiding. Brown
has thoroughly researched the daily life and work of these workers from 1860.
On balance, he feels, hard-rock mining was a semi-skilled occupation
whose members were proud of their calling and whose living conditions,
salaries, hazards and rewards compared favorably with other industrial and
agricultural wage earners.
WILDCATTER: The Story of Michel T. Halbouty and the Search for Oil, by
Jack Donahue (New York, McGraw-Hill, 1979. 268p., index . $10.95)
Donahue paints a vividly colorful portrait of a complex and indefatigable
man for whom petroleum - should one say hydrocarbons - has held a
constant fascination. A trained geologist who has never ceased to learn more
and more of the mysteries of the earth, a calculating wildcatter who drilled
more than his share of paying and dry holes, an ardent conservationist who
refuses to compromise for the fast buck, a far-seeing economist who began in
1958 to predict the inevitability of the oil crises now upon us, a tempestuous
and short-tempered genius with a vocabulary rich in purple prose - Mike
Halbouty is truly, as a fellow oilman said, "an exaggeration. He's meaner and
sweeter than the rest of us. Tougher and gentler. Smarter and more foolish.
Stingier and more generous. Whatever word you pick .. . "Halbouty is more
if it, and not the least of these adjectives is concerned - concerned about
world wide intelligent exploration, development, utilization and conservation
of energy resources for the benefit of all.
GREATEST GAMBLERS: The Epic of American Oil Exploration, by Ruth
Sheldon Knowles. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1978, c1959.
376p., illus., ports., sketch maps, index. $9.95)
Knowles' expertise in petroleum is amply documented and her skill in writing insures pleasant reading. The favorable reviews garnered by the first
edition will insure a ready welcome for this attractive reprint, which has been
updated to comment on the Santa Barbara oil spill, the Alaska pipeline and
the crises resulting from OPEC actions.
FRAGILE EMPIRES: The Texas Correspondence of Samuel Swartwout and
James Morgan 1836-1856, Edited by Feris A. Bass, Jr and B.R. Brunson.
(Austin, Shoal Creek Publishers [Box 9737, 78766], 1979. xxx, 384p., ports,
facsims., notes, bibliog., index . $27.50)
The archives of the Rosenberg Library at Galveston and the Barker Texas
History Center Archives at the University of Texas (Austin) hold an extensive
collection of remarkably frank and detailed letters relating to the TexasMexican conflict and the subsequent annexation of Texas to the United States.
Swartwout, a close friend of Andrew Jackson and other influential
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political figures, was a major backer of the New Washington Association, a
land company that invested heavily in Texas. Swartwout himself, largely
through Morgan, his agent in Texas, who for a time was a close friend of
Houston, contributed large sums to the revolution . It may not be amiss to
claim that these two men should be given at least part of the credit for the
success of that revolution.
Since Swartwout shared Morgan's letters with two of their associates, the
bulk of the correspondence is from Swartwout, with Morgan's replies filled in
from notes which he jotted down .
The editors have performed a major service by their careful research in
editing and annotating the letters from the collection which pertain to Texas.
The introduction is, for the non-specialist, indispensable for background and
understanding. My only regret was that it did not summarize, also for the nonspecialist, the later events of the correspondents' lives as fully as the earlier.
RADICAL HERITAGE: Labor, Socialism, and Reform in Washington and
British Columbia, 1885-1917, by Carlos Schwantes. (Seattle, University of
Washington Press, 1979. 288p., notes, bibliog., index . The Emil and Kathleen
Sick Lecture-Book Series in Western History and Biography, 3. $14.95)
Schwantes has carefully analyzed and documented the similarities and
differences in the development of labor unionism on both sides of the border
in the Pacific Northwest. Although the two areas had much more in common
with each other than with the far-off and industrialized East, differences in
political organization and cultural influences resulted in the evolution of two
very different responses to the excesses of capitalism. Washington's labor
leaders were able to use political pressure to achieve labor reform but found
Socialistic collectivism unacceptable, while the Canadian counterparts
adopted Socialistic doctrine to serve their needs, building the confederation of
labor and socialist organizations into one of the two major parties in British
Columbia.
COMPRESSION TESTED: A Novel, by Margie Summerfield. (New York,
McGraw-Hill, 1979. 26lp., $9.95)
This stream of consciousness novel, the California-born author's first, is
set in the Russian River area near Guerneville. But don't look for history or
description - Nordis, the protagonist, struggles to cope with a basic insecurity
and overwhelming erotic desires. She runs the gamut of off-beat sexual experiences; from the anguish of rejection and a suicide that fails she finds the inner
strength to seek self-fulfillment.
THOR HEYERDAHL, Viking Scientist, by Wyatt Blassingame. (New York,
Elsevier/Viking Books, 1979. lOOp., sketch maps. $7.95)
The story of the modern Viking who sailed a balsa raft from South America to Polynesia and a papyrus raft from Egypt to South America to show the
possibility that man migrated from East to West in prehistoric times is here
simply and compellingly told for young people. While the maps show the
course of the voyages and their rationale, a few pictures of the men and the
rafts would have heightened the personal interest.
THE SEA VEGETABLE BOOK: Foraging and Cqoking Seaweed, by Judith
Cooper Madlener. Drawings by the Author. (New York, Clarkson N. Potter,
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Inc ., distributed by Crown Publishers, 1978, c1977. 288p., illus., glossaries,
bibliog., index. paper, $6.95)
A seaweed is not a weed, and Americans are beginning to discover what
some of the world has long known; that many of those strange shapes that
grow in the sea are edible, nutritious, and tasty.
If you live close enough to the shore to forage, the sketches of more
common forms will help you to identify your catch, but even if you buy your
seagreens dried you will enjoy the commentary and the intriguing recipes.
For each of the seavegetables there is a large drawing, information on
finding, identifying and preparing, on use, taste and nutrient values and fo lk
names. The recipes range from appetizers to desserts, and include beverages,
preserves, condiments and seasonings . Menus, glossaries, mail-order sources
and a bibliography give you all you need to start a new culinary chapter in
your life.
FISH COOKERY INTERNATIONAL, by Lou Seibert Pappas, Illustrations
by Marinell and Robert Harriman. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1979.
144p., illus ., tables, index . paper $5.95)
From Abalone to Whiting Pappas explains how to get the most (value and
nutrition and enjoyment) from your seafood dollar.
After a short chapter on "fish history", the author describes how to
choose, store, prepare and enhance various types .
Considering the ever-escalating cost of meat and the abundant marine
resources of the Pacific Coast, we can all profit from these timely and
tempting recipes.
A HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA, by C.M.H. Clark. Volume I: From the Earliest Times to the Age of Macquarie (422p.), Volume 2: New South Wales and
Van Dieman's Land 1822-1838 (364p .), Volume 3: The Beginning of an Australian Civilization 1824-1851 (491p.), Volume 4: The Earth Abideth Forever
185 1-1888 (427p.). (Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, distributed by
ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1979. paper, $60.00)
To call this work a "tour de force" or a "monumental achievement"
recognizes its awe-inspiring scope and solid worth without praising its
readability and its human approach, which often enlivens the pages with wry
humor, penetrating analyses of men and motives and apropos quotes from
literature and poetry. Clark published the first edition of volume I in 1962; by
the first edition of volume 4 in 1978 volume I had gone through eight reprints
an.d /or revisions. Each of the volumes is supplied with illustrations, copious
bibliographic notes and a comprehensive index . While some have noted errors
of fact or caviled at some interpretations or emphases, no one can deny that
th is is truly a "monumentum aere perennius", not only a worthy product of a
scholar's devotion but a fascinating narrative to be enjoyed by the nonspecialist and buff. Charles Manning Hope Clark has earned an honored place
in his country's annals as a historian and as a writer of history.
A UNIQUE POSITION: A Biography of Edith Dircksey Cowan 186 1-1932,
by Peter Cowan. (Nedlands, University of Western Australia Press, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97 116], 1978. 298p., illus.,
ports., facsims., notes, index. $24.00)
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The position of women in Australia was no better than in the other areas of
the English-speaking world, and each of the British or former British colonies
has its own pioneer to break ground for the rest to follow. Edith Cowan was
such a pioneer for Australia, a founder and/ or supporter of many societies
and committees to improve the status and the educational opportunities for
women. The first woman member of an Australian Parliament, she was widely
respected for her exceptional abilities, and at her death she was honored by a
public monument - another first for Australia. Peter Cowan, her grandson,
has done full justice to the story of a woman who was truly unique.
THE CHIEF: C.Y. O'Connor, by Merab Tauman. (Nedlands, University of
Western Australia Press, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR
97116] 1978 . 290p., ill us., ports., maps, facsims., bibliog ., notes, index.
$26.50)
During the ten years of its existence as an independent self-governing
colony (1890-1901) Western Australia was fortunate to have as its Engineerin-Chief a man of almost incredible ability and energy. O'Connor's foresight
and acumen were equal to the demands made by the gold-rush inspired growth
which brought the need for massive engineering projects. Tau man writes of his
background, youth, training, early career and, in greater detail, the heavy
responsibilities as "the Chief", the constant necessity of justifying his work
and the attacks on his personal integrity which drove him to suicide the year
after the colony became a state of the Commonwealth.
IMPRISONMENT IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Evolution, Theory and
Practice, by J .E. Thomas and Alex Stewart. (Nedlands, University of Western
Australia Press, 1978, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR
97116], 1978. 219p., illus., sketch map, tables, notes, appendices, bibliog.,
index. $24.00)
Thomas, an internationally known authority on penal systems and prison
history, and Stewart, who retired from the Western Australian Prison Service
as Principal Officer after twenty years of service, are exceptionally wellqualified as collaborators in this history . The authors note that in a sense the
history of its prisons is part of the cultural history of a state, but that the similarities between penal systems are greater than their differences. This may be
largely true of the white inmates, but the chapter on the imprisonment of
Aborigines is certainly close to being of unique importance.
THE FORGOTTEN WAR: Australian Involvement in the South African
Conflict of 1899-1902, by L.M. Field. (Carlton, Vic ., Melbourne University
Press, Distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1979. 236p.,
illus ., facsims ., notes, appendices, bibliog., index . $25.00)
The Boer War, officially the South African War, was an unfortunate episode concluded most unfortunately with a counter-guerrilla policy of wasting
the countryside and herding the noncombatants into camps where many died
of disease, a policy which left a legacy of hate that still endures. This was the
first Imperial war in which Australians had officially served, and Field meticulously explores the reasons behind the willingness of the government and the
populace to send their men, and the motives and attitudes of the men themselves . As the "fii'St and only concise and comprehensive history" of a far
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from glorious chapter in Australian history The Forgotten War should be
widely acquir<Jd.
A HERITAGE OF SPIRIT: A Biography of Major-General Sir William
Throsby Bridges, K.C.B ., C.M.G., by C.D . Coulthard-Clark . (Carlton, Vic.,
Melbourne University Press, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR
97116], 1979. 220p., illus., ports., sketch maps, notes, bibliog., index. $20.00)
Today Bridges is best remembered as the founder of the Royal Military
College at Duntroon, but as the author (himself an RMC graduate) points out,
he deserved honor for a life of effective service to his country. His military
career spanned thirty years, part of which were spent in the first Australian
units to serve in British wars. The founder and commander of the first
Australian Imperial Force, he led it to Gallipoli in 1915, where he was killed
only three weeks later. Part of the tragedy lies in the manner of his death; the
surgeon feared that a man of 54 could not stand the shock of a major amputation and Bridges died of gangrene, an-all-too-common fate for those who
fought in the first great war to end all wars.
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL CITIES: Historial Essays, edited by J.W.
McCarty and C.B. Schedvin. (Sydney, University of Sydney Press, distributed
by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1978. 201p., maps, tables, facsims., bibliog., notes, index. $8.50) •
These eleven essays discuss Australian urban history in general and include
as well studies of six colonial and state capitals. Partly reprint and partly
written for this volume, the essays attempt to analyze the capitals in relation to
each other and to Australian economic development, to provide examples of
"urban biographies" and to illustrate the economic, social and geographic
approaches to history. Interesting in their own right, the essays also furnish an
opportunity for comparison and contrast with American cities and styles of
historical writing.
THE ADVANCEMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN NEW SOUTH
WALES, 1906 to the Present, by F.A. Larcombe. (Sydney, Sydney University
Press in association with Local Government Association of New South Wales
and Shires Association of New South Wales, distributed by ISBS [Box 555,
Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1978. 486p., tables, bibliog., index . A History of
Local Government in New South Wales, v.3. $35.00)
With this volume Larcombe completes an extensive and impressive survey,
which is published in association with the Local Government and Shires Association of N.S.W.
With a background of 36 years of study and writing on N.S .W. government, Larcom be controls his subject completely, and this series will
undoubtedly remain the definitive history for the period which it covers.
ABRAHAM FORNANDER: A Biography, by Eleanor Harmon Davis .
(Honolulu, University Press of Hawaii, 1979. 322p., illus., ports ., facsims.,
notes, glossary of Hawaiian words, bibliog., index. $12.95)
Davis has combined the research tenacity of the librarian, the meticulous
use of sources of the scholar, and a pleasant literary style with her own deep
interest in Hawaii and its history to produce an engrossing account of a man
who played a vital role of continuing importance in Hawaiian studies but who

146

has been almost overlooked. Fornander arrived in Hawaii to stay in 1844,
when the struggle to influence and control the native rulers was becoming a
matter of international rather than only denominational competition .
Fornander, descendant of educated and professionally respected Swedish
forebears, was himself a man of considerable education , both in languages
and in natural sciences. His marriage to an Hawaiian woman of noble birth
hastened his mastery of the language and intensified his interest in the people
of his adopted land and their cultural heritage.
Although he devoted many years of his life to a crusade for Hawaiian
rights of self-determination and self control and for improved conditions in
education and health, the three published volumes of his ethnographic and
linguistic research are his most enduring contribution.
NINETEENTH CENTURY SYDNEY: Essays in Urban History, edited by
Max Kelly. (Sydney, Sydney University Press with the Sydney History Group,
distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1978. 135p., bibliog.,
notes. paper, $8.50)
Ten essays and a select bibliography comprise this first publication of the
Sydney History Group, members of which share a conviction that too little
attention has been paid to one of the continent's most colorful and important
cities.
Nine of the essays present detailed information concerning the various
aspects of life in Sydney - the economic bases, the development of transportation, the physical configuration of the city and the problems of slums,
water and sewage, demographic characteristics, the labor force and unionism.
The tenth describes the resources available in the State Archives of New South
Wales.
Using newly developed computer techniques and methods developed in the
rapidly growing field of urban studies, Nineteenth Century Sydney is an
important contribution to local history with far-reaching implications for
methodology.
SIR ISAAC ISAACS, by Zelman Cowen. (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University Press, distributed by ISBS, 1979. 30p., port. on cover. paper, $4.00)
Cowan, himself Jewish and Governor-General of Australia, delivered this
brief lecture on Isaacs, the renowned jurist and the first Australian-born
Governor-General, at the second Daniel Mannix Memorial Lecture to the
Newman College Students' Club at the University of Melbourne.
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE MINUTES 1915-1955: Minutes of the Meetings of
the Federal Executive of the Australian Party, edited by Patrick Weller and
Beverly Lloyd. (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University Press, distributed by
ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grov~, OR. 97116], 1978. 662p., tables, notes, indexes.
$40.00)
In this volume are gathered together for the first time the minutes for all
but four of the meetings o( the Federal Executive of the Australian Labor
Party, from its inception in 1915 through the period for which minutes had
been deposited in the National Library.
Since the Federal Executive now forms a central and vital part of the
complex organization of the Party the story of its rise from obscurity is essen-
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tial to any study of Australian politics and governments .
HAVENS OF REFUGE: A History of Leprosy in Western Australia, by W .S.
Davidson. (Perth, University of Western Australia Press for the Public Health
Department, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR. 971 16], I 978.
188p., illus., ports., maps, charts, bibliog., index. $24.00)
Today we have a complacent feeling that leprosy is a disease of the past,
and that modern miracle drugs have wiped out its threat forever. Nothing
could be more short-sighted, as Dr. Davidson makes clear in this report of
Western Australia's experience. In this era of wide population redistribution it
would be well to harken to this absorbing account of how leprosy was introduced into a susceptible native population by the incursions of Southeast
Asians into the pearling areas, and the methods used to bring about control
and rehabilitation . Davidson adds a special warning that in much of the world
a strain of the disease has appeared which is totally resistant to the sulphone
drugs which are the most widely used treatment, so that early diagnosis
becomes even more important.
AUSTRALIAN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES AND PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS, edited by Ian A. Crump. Second Edition. (East Melbourne, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116], 1978. 226p., indexes.
paper, $10.00
The computer program that produced this list did not count the entries,
but a rough estimate would indicate that the total almost reaches six thousand.
The extensive information for each entry - address, officers, history,
purpose, activities, publications, accessibility, awards given and membership
- will make it an indispensable reference tool.
AMERICA'S DILEMMA IN ASIA: The Case of South Korea, by Harold
Hakwon Sunoo. (Chicago, Nelson-Hall, 1979. 213p ., notes, bibliog ., index .
$14.95)
Sunoo examines the background history of South Korea from the turn of
the century, giving the background of the current division into North and
South Korea. He deplores the current division of the country and control of
the south by Park. He cites various statistics to show that South Korea is
economically and politically unstable and calls for the peaceful reunification
of the country .
·
ACROSS THE BRIDGE TO CHINA, by Gwenn Boardman Petersen. (New
York, Elsevier/Nelson Books [52 Vanderbilt Ave ., 10017], 1979. 243p ., illus.,
index. $8.95)
The "Joe" of Across the Bridge is a fictional composite of several young
Chinese-Americans who have recently been able to visit their fathers' homeland . Since they not only spoke - and read - Chinese but also had relatives
in different parts of China, these young people offer a view of China more
complete and more balanced than that of journalists and tourists who see only
the obvious and whose views are more likely to be shaped by official
interpreters.
Written for young people, Across the Bridge is a very readable account of
what the Chinese have gained in their new society and what aspects of their
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ancient culture -..,--especially in art, literature and music - they have, often for
no apparent reason, neglected or turned into propaganda.
THE HUGUENOTS: A Biography of a Minority, by G.A. Rothrock.
(Chicago, Nelson-Hall, 1979. 20lp., facsim., illus., ports., bibliog., index.
$16.95)
Americans of Huguenot ancestry will want to examine this new history,
which reviews the social and political role of this religious minority in medieval
and early modern France.
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